Current Topics and Events.
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Hesse-Darmstadt. The fair English
princess,

‘8o young, so good, so much well done
Of life’s best work, so much left still to do,”

stricken down, a sacrifice to her
mother-love and care, calls forth
the sympathy of every heart. That
sympathy which is felt in every
English-speaking home, brings the
lofty and the lowly together with the
sense of a common sorrow, and is
the touch of nature that makes the
world akin. But our hearts turn
with deepest feeling towards the
twice-stricken mother and queen, to
whom the fatal fourteenth of Decem-
ber will henceforth be an anniver-
sary of double sadness. The spon-
taneous expression of her people’s
love and sorrow has deeply touched
Her Majesty, and, as she feelingly
says, “ will remain engraven on her
heart.” Again may we use the
words of the laureate uttered with
reference to her first great bereave-
ment :(—

Break not, O woman’s heart, but still endure :
Break not, for thou art Royal, but endure,
Remembering all the beauty of that star
Which shone so close beside thee, that ve mace
One light together, but has past and left

The crown a lonely splendour.

May all love,
His love, unseen but felt, o’ershadow thee,
The love of all thy sons encompass thee,
The love of all thy daughters cherish thee,
The love of all thy people comfort thee,
Till God's love set thee at his side again.

One of the most touching tributes
to the Princess that we have seen is
the following, which, as it would
lose much of its beauty by transla-
tion, we leave in the original :

IN OBiTUM PRINCIPISSE ALICIZ,

Filia cara, soror dulcis, fidissima conjux,
Mater, cui roboles vita pretiosior ipsa,

Te tua voce una gemit Anglia, te memor isdem
Prosequiturlacrymis, te nunquam oblita silebit.

METHODIST MISSIONS AND THE
INDIAN TRIBES.

The following item with reference
to this subject is of interest : The
Hon. Senator Aikins, in a speech as
chairman at a missionary meeting
held in the Dominion Methodist
Church, Ottawa, referring to the
late Rev. Mr. Macdougall’s influence
in the North-west, said that the



