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So far as they go it is woll. Their lnmps are burning 5 but, on serutiny, it will Lo
found that they come shori, and sin by reason of defect: they have no oil in
their vessels, They have no individuality of Christian character, and anly form
part of the general Church membership.  Members, but not persons, they ap-
.ot only as part of the army in nggregated array ; and while not unwilling ta
go with the crowd to battlo fur God they yot sadly lack individual prowess, and
nover, or seldom engago in single combat, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, From
such persons the Sabbath-schonl, or prayor-mecting, or diatrict visitation, geta
little or no aid, Their standard of Christian lifo does not contemplats prrsenat
Christian cffort for the salvation of sinners

These are grievous defects in christian character, and greatly mar the iiving
beauty of the Church of Christ.  When they prevail to any extent, as they too
often do, they make the Church lethargic ; they contract its spiritual Jife into a
narrow circle, instead of expanding it to the circumforence of the world,  How
different from this is the character of the Apostles! or of the converted at Pen.
tecost! or of the Reformers whose names are written among the faithfull  Whit.
fiold and Wesley, Wilberforee, Clarkson and IHoward, were men of a different
stamp from this. Their inward life was powerful enough to manifest itself out-
wardly. They nobly displayed the virtues of the new nature which God by Ifi
Spirit had given them, by a life of personal christian activity, They were not
absorbed in the general agaregat2 of the christian community, but stood out in
bold relief as features in the christian Church.  Sach also are our devoted Sab-
bath-school teachers, and other zealous labourers in the Lord's vineyard in these
days. Why should it be otherwise? If you, my reader, have knowledge of
divine things, can you give any reason why you should not make it known to
others? If you have saving faitk, is there any reason why you should not strive
to make others partakers of the like precious gift?  If you have the graces of
holiness are you faithful to the trust committed to you if you do not urge them
upon the acceptance of others?  If, in short, your own soul is saved, how can
you without sin be personally and indivilual y indifferent to the sa'vation of
others? Say, for example, that you have uncouverted children, will yvou be
guiltless of their blood if you dy not make personal cfforts for their salvation’
If you have unconverted fricnds, are you not unfaithful to them as well asto
God if you do mot press upon them the interests of their souls? Every one
whom your voice or example can reach has claims upon you.  You are deblor
to the Jew and the Greek, to the barbarian, the bond and free, the young and
old. Whatever of christian life you possess, 1t is given you that you may im-
part it also to others. Your light is to shine, that others, secing it, may be
attracted to the crucified Saviour. .

Some may be disposed to say, “Oh! you wish us all to become ministers of
the Gospel : that which you deseribe is the work of the pastor.  We appoint and
pay him for that purpos». e has bueen specially educated and trained for the'
particular work, and it is no part of our duty to attend to those matters of which

you speak.”




