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are fully and freely conceded. The
-Order cf Ancient,. Free -ana Accépted
Masons, thé oldet existing seçrét
Society, is flot olstrusivé, and we
neyer thruet ourselves,before thé pub.
lic clothéd. in thé Badge cf a Mason,
unlese whén carrying out thosé
duties prescribedl by Ancient Cnstom,
or by thé Constitutions, and evén in
thèse cases, a Masonie Fanerai boing
thé sole exception, a dispensation is
made under sévère penalties a pré.
vîcus requisite. As betwéen thé
Lodgé and thé Association te 'which
thé déceased may havé belonged., if
thé Brethren are te appear at ail as
Masens, thé Ledgé muet have sole
and absoluté chargé. No association
can share in thé performance of car
Masonie fanerai rites. Due respect
can ever hé paid hy the '.Jraft te thé
memory cf a Brother who désired to hé
buried according te thé rites cf ether
organizations,. by atténding as indivi-
dnals, and as a raie noué are more
réady te houer thé momory cf thé
-deceased than Free Masons, Iiow-
éver much p)ersonal feelings may
urgé us, it jes net wisé orpradént
te break what may hé con-
sidered, a univérsal raie. Thé Grand
Lodgé at its annual Communication
in iell endorsed. thé viéws cf thé
then Grand Master, who held it im-
proper te allow othér Sociéties te také
part lu thé condact cf Masopie
funerals.

I was asked to grant leavé te initi-
-ate a candidate who had lost part cf
one cf his feet, and who used méchani.
-cal appliances te enablé hlm te walk,
and was unablé pro-perly te dispensé
,with thém during initiation, aise a
persen who from a diseasedl hip joint
coula net stand upright, having both
feet on thé ground. Though both
persons weré wéll qualified in evéry
other respect, yet on acceunt cf these
physicai defects I féit théy muet hé
-debarred, thé privilège cf béing, initi-
ated. I hold that unlese a candidate
hé in a condition te réceivé, perform
and communicate ail parts cf thé
-ceremenies and duties cf thé Ordér,

he is not éligible for the degrees. Hé
muet 'bQ capable"uf ýun&ing hiiself
known in thé dark ae well s ixù the
light. Beyona.' tbe mént,*i -in the
chgrÉes "that he -hé a pèrfect youth,
having flQ rnaim or defet in. bis1~ody
that may render him, incapable of
learnixig thé art, of serving hià Mas-
ter's Lord, and of being -made a
Brother," no provision ie madle in ou.r
Constitutions as te physical qualifica-
tions. Hénce, if any doubt exista
referencé must be had te thé Grand
Master for bis décision. As it now
stands, each succeeding Grand ýMaster
rnay have more liberal or stricter
views than his predecessors, and so0
the Brethrén are loft in doubt. I
think it would hé advisable, would
give greater satisfaction to thé Breth-
rén, and would certainly reliéve thé
*Grand Master frcm thé semble-nce of
acting with nnneeessary strictness, if
home raie rclating te thé subjéot, ana
to thé Masonie processions before
alluded to, weré laid down by thé
Grand. Lodge, and made part cf thé
Conetitution, se, as to withdraw thèse
questions from among thé dicta of
Grand Masters.

i fond as a gênerai raie that thé
halls of those Ledges which I visitedl
wéré wéll fittedl and. arranged. Within
thé past féw yéars great progreas has
been ma-de in thèse respects. In somé
instances, and I réfer particularly to
thé Prince Edward Loage, No. 18,
Picton, te thé Masonie Halls at St.
Thomas and Cha'.tIam, thé Brethren
have adornéd their Ledge rooms in
a highly artistic mannér, refiecting
thé greaitest crédit on their taste and
zeai. ý. have remarkéd that thosé
Lodges which give attention to the
proper émbellishment cf their Halls,
carefully guard thé approaches by a
close scrutiny in thé sélection cof thoge
who enter.

During thé year thé following
Spécial Communications cf Grand

iLodge have been heid, uamely:-
1. At Galt, on thé 8OILh Deconibér,

1879, when thé néw Hlall of Aima
Lodge, No. 72, and Gait Lodgé, No.


