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The word muy.be used in’ another
seri&id, howevet, dtid given a meaning
whish signifies vastly more of noblo

chdracter and true service then is:
implied by the former rendering. |
Charity denotes s faridamental prin. .

ciple of generous thought and feeling
~—p disposition that - dispcses & man
to be kind and forbearingta his assc-
ciates, t0 régard their conduct in the
best light possible, and" to refrain
flom attributing tothem base motives.
It is a polential grace of oharaoter,
always prompting the heart in which
it bears rule *quietly to hear, kindly
$o judge.” Such an one will put the
best construction on the dots and
fnotives of others, being moved to
take an-oplimistic rather than a pesgi-
nistio view of man and the world.
‘A brother who hds become imbued
with the true spirit of Freemasonry,
will manifest charity in this form of
its exprossion. He will not exhibit
that severity and haste of judgment,
which 80 often cuts to-the heart, and

accomplishes but little of good. He'

will remember hoiv limited we-are in
ths knowledge-of men—that wé can-
not read their hearts—that we are
unable to wnderstand the motives,

purposes and citoumsiances which | p

may have influenced them, &nd hence
will conclude that much of charitable
judgment is déinanded. Even where
haman condubt is olearly wrong—
Where there“ate just grounds of orit-
iolsm and censure—a brother in
whom charity has-come to be & ruling
force, onght to be generous, forbear
ing, forgiving. He who iz hard and
unpitying, severd and -relentless, in
hi# tréatment of those who may have
been at fault in some-things, is no
tiue representative of Freemasonry.
The ortftsman who is nnder the con-
txdl of énmity and  resenirnent, go
that he is pitiless.in his judgment,
never disposed-to palliate offences or
forgive the transgressor, and who
ddspises those whe fail to:mset.allthe
tests of his requirements, partakes
mpore.of the spititof the world,.than
of the spitit of that.-fraberaity in

which he has taken membership..
Mt ertainly he lacks that queenly
gracs of chanty—io possess which 18
& bebter endownient of life than the
understanding ‘of all ruysteries, for
Charity-ig of God, and the greatest
of Heaven's gifts to man,—Freema-
sons’ Repository. T
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SOCIABILITY AND CHARITY,
- L s S .

As friendship, morality, and_bro-
therly love, are the -chief aims and
purposes of Masonry, so corresponds
ingly should that which will, best pro-
mots and engouragd those virtues be
regarded by the o¥aft, and if anything
will.tend moré to promate. them. than
the ounltivation of the social feature
of vur fraternity, we wonld like to
Imow what it id. If a lodge is so-
fortuhate as to have mesans sufficient
to forin & separate obarity fund; b
all mieans form it, and give all they
oan gpare. But the scheme of lodga
organizations, the smull amounts
peid by the moembers ‘into the lodge
treasuries, in yinety-nine cases cnt of
& hundred, precludes there being-any
lodge oharity fund. Hence, all the
teachings with reference”to charity,
oiftts to the individual-charity of the
individual Masdn. Wehavefrequently
heard men taik'ahoat Masonic-charity,
and itg beauties, and heaven-born
grages, and all that sort of thing,
who never in ‘their lives have put.
their hands intheirindividual pockets
to give a. cent of that heavén-born
charity. They would'bs quick enough
to' take- an’ application to the lodge,.
and vouch that the applicant was
worthy, and in great need, when all
the time they well knew that thelodge
treasury was empty, and had not g
caut which they counld honestly so be-
stow. . When they had “turned it
over to the lodge,” theyfelt thatthey
had done all they were called uponto
do,, forpetiing altogéther their indi-
vidual dnties and obligations. What
does-all thé talk about charity amonnt
to, when the talkers invariably refer
to lodge . charity, knowing, as theg



