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conversion to Christianity mnust bc compara-
tively easy. Thev have not uie ancient Scrip-
tures or the abstruse theology or philosophy of
the Hindu or 'Mussuilmîan to stand between
them and the simplicity of the Gospel. It is
true that mission work in Chhota Nagpur is
far more successful among the aborgines thlan
among the Hinidus or Mussulmanîs. But, after
all, the very fact that the Kols' conception of
religion is so degraded and worhlv, indicates
him as so much the less fit to understand a
spiritual religion, or to perceive his want of it.
Besides; lie dearly loves his rice beer and other
intoxicants, -while temperance is insisted on by
S. P. G. mîissionaries as a condition of admission
into the Clurch.-Selec/ed.

A CHRISTMAS MEDIT.\TION IN
PA RTS.

(Ameic. Chrch S. s.alg.wine

FOUR

1.
TIIE alEANING OF CHIRISTMAS.

HLE idyllic beauty of the story of the
birtl of Christ never loses its power
or its freshîness as the vears pass on.
It is a delighît to us in childhood,
an inspiration to us in our youth, and

a divine and helpful truthî to us iii mîaturitv.
The snow of Christmas tine, the carols of

the children, the decking of our churches with
the beatty of Lebaion, the fir tree, the box
tree, and the pine tree together, to beautify the
temple of the Lord, all unite to give a fragrance
and an aromîa to this dlay unlike aniv other in
the Christiain ye; r.

We leave our doubts to-day at the outer
court of our faith ; wc put aside our boasted
reason and our nechanical beliefs, and, with
the shepherds wlîo sang praises and the wise
men whio offered tleir rare and costly gifts, we
go anew every Christmas even tinto Bethlelie
" to see tlis King whoml tic Lord iatlh made
known into us."

We never tire of this season of cheer and
joy ; it is always a fresli spring in the desert
place of life's pilgrinage.

W'e look upon the group iii the stable of the
inn at Bethlehem, and the lighît wIhich shines
there comes, as in Correggio's picture of the
nativity, alone fron the face of the divine
Christ. We call to mind tIe happy mîenories
of childhood, and the vords of Milton's won-
derful hyni of the nativity cmies to us every
Clristmas time with adivinîely lhallowed memory:

"Sa, HeIavenly Muse, shahl not ih sacred vein
AfToi-d a present to the infant God :
Hast thous nio verse or hymn or soieni strain
To welcone Him to this lis nîew abode,
Now, while hIe Hcaven bv the sun.s teami untrod
Hath took no print of the approachiig liglit,
Andal thcspai:gled host keep watci in sqîuadroi bright!

" SeCe low" froi far uioni tle Enasterni load,
The 'itar-d vizard., haste with odors weet ;
Oh ! run, present themn with tlv humble ocde,
.\nd lav it lowlv at lii blessed leet.
1lave ilhou thiei onor Srst tliy Lord to greet,
And join Thv voice unto he angeL choir,
From out I1ls sect alar toiched vitlh hallowed lire.

Il.
TIl IE MOT! 1ER OF OUR L.ORD).

We think loving thoughts iof Mary, the
mother of our Lord, at Christmas time. Every
Christian heart is as loval to this great per-
sonalitv as were the Red Cross Knihihts of the
Crusaders who developed nimodern chivalrv out
of loyalty to '' Our Lady "---the mther of
Christ.

Blesscd niother!
1-lighlv fiavored art thou amllong ivomen, for,

behoid, fron tiis tile ail generatiolns shalil call
thee blessed ! We vould not dishonor such a
noble nature by indifference, or tail to sing mîost
joyiully the glad Magnificat because others have
erred in oi'ering to the mother of our Lord
divine hoîmrage. Ever to all Christian hearts
the mother of Jesus vill be loved and honored
as one wortiy of the martyr's pamin and crown,
for tIe proph'etic sword of Simeon pierced lier
soul throughout lier life, fron the day when
Herod souglt the ounîg clhild to destroy Himni;
until that saddest of all afternoons when they
took the dead Christ down fromn the cross and
laid Hini in the tomb.

Who can righlîtly estimate the influence of
Mary upon the growing character ofi her Son ?
From Our Lord's reiarkable insight into femîin-
ine nature, froi His judgmnent upon woman's
character and lier springs of action, there must
have been soie huinan one who stood very
Snear to 1-im. Friendship such as tlat whicih
the household of Bethanv exhibited could never
take the place of that strong attachment, that
Siving in the life of another, whiclh the relation-
ship of man and wife or parent and child im-
plies. Mary, the niother of Jesus, niust have
been the one being on His human side wio
taughît -fin the fuli meaning of lmtan love,
and gave by her devotion to Hini that know-
ledge of humant nature, and especially woman's
nature, wlich an its hutman side could only
have coie from experience. The Virgin Mary
mîust have been in manv wavs a truc and strong
character. There was no weakncss or feeble-
nîess about lier. She wlo brought forth the
Saviour of lumanitv vas lierself a ricli. fuil-
natured woianl. 'There must be a basis for ail
this lavisliness of art tpon the Virgii's person.
So, then, while we lanent thec dogma of Mari-
olatry, we cani understand something of the
way in which it lias arisen, and will not allon
this foggy superstition to obscure the bright
glory of the beloved Virgin Mary, Who was
indceed blessed above women. H ow can we
ever realize how mtch ve owe to that dear


