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cess Louise. S, W. Tilton & Co. deserve much praise for publish-
ing a series of works on Art Needlework, and other dopartinents of
industeind art. Tlus book 1s o reprint of an English work, with
numerous additions relating more cspecially to Amenca. The
history uf embroidery 18 sketched ; the materals and implements
used are described; thin methods of doing various stitches are
taught; harmony of color and original designing are discussed ;
and a few patterns described. Lady teachers and their friends do
a great deal of fancy work. Would it not be well to do work ofn
high and truly artistic character—work that would live after them ?
Any iady who purchases tlus work, or has a copy presented to her
will be a better woman if she reads 1t earefully.

Appletor’s Jowrnal for February is an unusually good number of
an excellent perivdical. A bure exanunation of the table of con-
tents would cunvey a very inadequate 1dea of its ments, for the
titles of magazine articles are often nusleading. There are several
papers which have a real plulusuplieal value, such as one by Lord
Houghton “ On Certant Preseut Phenomens of the Imngination,”
one by Mr. W. H. Mullock, on * Iutulerance and Persecution,”
anl cne by Mr. W. R. Greg, entitled ** Venfy Your Compass.”
The chapter from Mr. Spencer Walpole's new History of English
Literature” is deeply interesting, the subject bemng treated from a
new point of view, and in a style ditfering from all that have pre-
ceded it.  The most curious paper s that on = The Shakesperian
Myth,” by Mr. Appleton Morgun, who proves to lus own satisfae-
tion, following Judge Iolmes, that Shakespeare was simply a
theatricalmanager and playwright, like Wallock or Daly, or perhaps
Dion Boucicault; that he never wrote the great dramas which bear
his name, but merely adapted for the stage the productions of
others; and that the probabilitie. are strungly in favceur of the
finer passages having been written by Lord Bacon or Sir Walter
Ruleigh. It is impossible to deny the authors of this hypothesis
—Mr. Morgan being only an exponnder and defender of it—the
credit of ingenuity, but 1t must be confessed that they have some
work to do in their capacity of iconoclasts before they succeed in
demolishing the popular idol, the ideal Williamm  Shakespeare.

THe Popurar Sciexce Moxtiny ror Fepruary. Prof. Emil
du Bois-Reymond opens the February P opular Science Monthly
with an able article entitled “ Darwin vs. Galianl,” in wlueh the
rival doctrines of flevlogy and natr=d selectina are diseussed and
compared in a very instractive aud dispassionate way.  Prof. Jos.
Le Conte follows with his second and concluding paper on the
¢ Scientific Relations of Suciolugy to Bivlogy,” pointing out in tiis
article the true pusition of Suciolugy as the chiet of all the sciences.
“ The Crystallization of Gold, Silver, and other Metals,” by Thos.
J. Gregan, is an illustrated and untechmeal account of the various
beantiful erystalline shapes taken by some of the precious metals,
and the conditions under wluch the phenomena occur. In the
next article, * Hirbert Spencer before the Faghish Copyright Com-
mission,” we have some strong common sense forcibly applied to a
very imporlant question.  ** The Tormation of Mountains” is an
illustrated account of a series of experiments performed by Prof.
Alphonse Favre, of Geneva, to show the formation of the great ir-
regularities ¢f the earth’s surface by means of lateral thrust and
crushing due to the process of coohing. People who believo in
“ bumps,” as well as those who would lucace the mental faculties
o httle deeper than the sealp, will b 1uterested 1 The Old Phre-
nology and the New,” by Dr. Andrew Wilson.  The departments
are all good, the Editor’s Table and Popular Miseellany espeeially
so. New York: D. Appleton & Co.  T'ifty cents per number, 85
per year.
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primors and threo renders. Thoy arc edited by J. M. D. Moeikle-
john, M.A., Professor of Bdueation in the University of St.Andrews.
They aro profusely illustrated. That the child may get ideas bofore
words, one sound, aygd only one, is given for the same vowel in the
primer. The teachers are strongly advised not to give the names
of the 1etters until the necessity for the names arises in the minds
of tho pupils.  The seclections are vory judiciously made. We
would bo pleased to know that the primers were in the hands of
overy teacher in Canada. *Probably those sceptics who eneer at
phonic teaching as a *Yankeo” innovation would be disposed to
pay some attontion to so distinguished an authority as Professor
Meiklejohn,

First Faexcen Reaping LEessoxs, ombracing the relation of
Euglish to I'rench, and the word formation in the French language
intended to facilitate the acquireraont of an extensive vocabulary,
with grammatieal, idiomatic and general notes by Alfred Honbe-
quin, M.A., Instructor in French and Germaa in the University of
Michigan. Ann Arbor Printing and Publishing Company, Ann
Arbor, Michigan. Price £1.50; special copies bound in paper for
teachers, 50c.

These “realding lessons” are intended as a substitute for ronders
in both schools and colloges. The main aim of the author is to
make reading a most helpful means of acquiring an extensive
vacabulary, and reviewing the most important grammatical prin-
ciples of the language.

The following estract from the preface will explain some of the
advantages this work may claim over the numerous Readers'in
present use:

*There is ovidently more than one aim in view when the student
of the language makes o first attempt at reading.”

¢ 1t should be the means of acquiring a voeabulary,~of fixingin
the mind the grammatical principles aiready studied,—of gefting
an insight into the genius of tho langnage,—and finally of begia-
ning to speak French.”

« In nearly all the so-called ¢ Practical French Courses’ very little
is snid, if anything, of the rclation existing between the Freuch
and English words.  TLikewise nothing is said of the word-furma-
tion in the French language.”

“The English language contains more than nive thousand
French wards, or at least, closely resembling Fronch. Now, 1if we
add to this number, ore than ten thousand words that cau be
formed from other root-words—many of which lmve already been
learned by the siudent, before beginning to read—will it not seem
a very rational thing to devete a short time to thus special study—
the relation of English to French and the word-furmation in the
French language, before attemnpting to read at all? ™

“ Finally, we have avoided translating the idioms, as is usual in
Readers. Tho idioms have beon analyzed when possible, in such a
way as to fix them on the studont’s mind."”

@fficial ,glcpztrtnicnt.

The following circular to tiie School Inspectors has been sent from tho
oftice of the Minister of Education :—

«* Sir,—In some cases it has been found imporsible, from various
causes, or extranely onerous, fer Schoal Trustees to comply with the law
and regulations on Public Schools. In such cases it is not desirable or
expedient, in tho opinion of the Honorable Minister of Education, to
deprive the school of its share of the School Fund.

** The Minister, thercfore, rcquests that the circumstances of all such
cases should be fally reported to him by the Inspectors concerned, so that
he may be enabled to consider them, and to give tho necessary dircetions
in cach caso.

I havothe honor to be, sir, your obediont servant,
* ALEXANDER Manrnixe, Sec'y.

* Toronto, Dec. 26, 1878.”



