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THE DRITISIE AMERICAN CULTI

VATOR,

Continued from the November N\ CHATTER XA

EVERY MAN HIS OWN CATTLE DOCTOR | Dysentery, Slimy Flux, or Scowriug Rot.

ias been just observed that this discaee ie
OMAPTER XiI. It hes i

tmost prevalent inspring and autumn, part enlarly
- in low, wet, and swampy situations. It 1s oncof
Diarrhas, or Purging. the most fatal dis:ases to which oxen, and dairy
. cows in particular, are sub,cct, an l destroys more

Purging is produ-ed hy various causes; by | han any other malady.
changs of food, fromt dry to geeen mncat, or from | ¢ begins wath frequent and painful eflorts to
short to luxurinnt ;asture; by poizonous plants,” axpal the dung, which is thin, slimy, stinking and
bad water, or unknown atmosphenc agency. | olive-colored.  ‘The anunal, as appears from his
It is not always to bo reganded ay o diecn ., rogylees state, suffers much pain, frcquently lying
nor thould the farmer be always anxiots to 8top . Jown and soon pang agam  ‘There is also o
it. Itmay be an eftort of nature to discharge | frequent rumbhing noise n the witeatines  If the
something that 13 myunons; 1t may extst while | divease is neglected, or umpropetly treated, the
thc_ beast enoya most pe.fect health, and 1s even | pogat graduaily gets thin, although for a while he
thriving, ‘rcmins i appette, and continues to ruminate ;
The tarmar will not regard an occas.onal fit ofl' at length he evidently beging to got weak, rumi-
purging; he wiil only attack jtaf it 13 violent, or | nation is imperfectly performed, and the food
#f it continues too lonsz.  Inthe first case it aindi- | passes from him halt digested  As this disease s
eates some disordered state of the bowels, or the  gren the consequance of a previous affecton of
presence of some offending matter ain them, and |, 10 Jiver, considerable tonderness will be discov-
he wll endeavor to remedy this; not, 18 13 100 | eped op the spime, a Jittle beyond the shoulders.—
aften done, by ntiempting to a rest the discharge . T3 19 one of the n:ethods, and a very good one,
88 spoedily as he can—not by the exhibition of | ¢ which the fanmer endeavors to ascertain whe-
astringent moedicine—-Lut by giving a nuld dose { ther a beast whieh he 19 thinhing of purchasing,

of physie, in order t ass.st nature 1 her effort to |
get nid of somie ewil. Nothung so much distine |
gnishes the man of goald sense from the mere
blunderer as the t-eatmeat of purg ng
From half to threc-quartess of a pouad of Ep-
som =alts should be given with the usual quantuey
of ginger.  ‘The next dey he may probably ad-
minister a hittle astnngent medicane,  The fol-
lowing will by effestual, and not too powerful.—
Recipe, No 17, ,
Astringeat Dronk.—"Take prepared chalk, two !
ounces ; oak bark, powdered, one ounce, catechu ‘l
powdercd, half an onace ; opium, powdered, two
scruples ; ginger, powd: red, two drachme B[‘x,'
and give 1n a quart of warm grucl, :

In the second casz also, when purg.ng haslong |
continucd, and the anitael s begnumg to become |
thin and weak, the pracutioner must begin with ;
physic. There 1s probably some lurking cause of |
intestinalirntation.  Heshould give the quansiy
of Epsom salts just recomnmended—or parhaps he |
will more prudently ive from halfa pint to apint |
of castor oil. It will usually bs a good pracuce |
to give a rather smaller dos: on the foliowing
day ; and, after that, he may safely have recourss ;
to the asiringents; the anunal should be broughs |
o a cow-hnuse or enclosed yard, where 1t can
be shel(ered from the weathier, and keps pantly or
altog>ther on dry meat.

It is of great consequence that diarrhaa or sin-
pic purging should be disungu.shed fiom another
discasc with which it is too ofien confounded.—
They are hoth characierised by purging. That
which has been just consulered 1s the discharg:
of dung nt two great g antay, and an o flaul 2 |
formu; but that which will form the subect of the !
naxt chapter, dys-ntery, is the cvacuation of the '
dung, mingled with nuacnz, or mucus ond blood
In dsarthea the dung s voided in large q -2ati- |
ties, and m fall stream, it has somet.ines an of: |
fensive smell, and is occas:onlly binody, bnt |
dyscntery s ofiea accompanicd by a peculiar '
straining ; the duag is rot so great n qnamity,'
and 1t 18 more oficnsive,and more lughly charged
with blooil.

‘Ihe one i3 an acridental thing—not alwaya to !
be counmdered as a direrar—and oftan ceaginy of |
iwcif when the puposs for whishnature sot ttup. !
—the expulsion of some acrid or injurious matter !
from the alunentary canal—has heen accomplish-
ed; the other 1s anandication of an inflamuinatory
affection of the largsr intestines, diffienlt to be
eontrolled, often bidding defiance to ol means,
snd speed ly destroy:ng the.animal  Dinrthea
‘oscurs at all times of the year, and particularly !
ofter a sudden and great change of pasture, dy-
scatery ie a disease almost peculiar to the spring
&nd autumt alene, It must be confessed, how-
wvet, that distrhoen is eomeiimes the preenrsor of

Adysewtety in its worst forns,

has the scouning rot. As the disease proceeds,
the dewlap hangs down and has a flabLy appear-

ance; the dung runs off with a putrid and uffen. .
boul them together until tho suct is dissolved, then

sive smell, nnd, as 1t fulls upon the ground, rizes

1 up 1n bubbles, and a membranous or skinay-like | add opium,

substance is oftenscen upon it ; this is occas.oned
by the nawral mucos, wiuch was given to defend
the bowels, being dixharged.  In proportion to

ccg, th~ whole is rendered more adhesive, and the
bubbles arc ;arger and reman loager on the dung
When tlus 1= the case the disvase is always ob-
aunate, and gencrally fatal,  The hair all over
the body soon appems pan-frathered or staring
Fevenish symploms also accowpany the com-
plant ; the eyes becoaie dull and inflanied, there
is much work.ng of the flanks, and the pulse is
quck.

The causes of thus dreadful malady arc—taking
cold ut the time of calvaug, long jouinecys, expo-
sure to sudden vicizsitudes of the weather, and,
after being over-heated i traveshng, being turned
mto damp pastures, &c. ['oor heep 18 & very
{requent cause, and cspecinlly when conneeted
w1th exhaustion from constant nulking, and it is
nore espeetally the consequencs of the cows be-
mg badly fed i the wintes, Some cold wet lands

the quantity of macus that mingh s with the fm-i

j are particuiarly hable to gwve the rot; yet where

the land and treatment are similar, it prevails
more m some dairies than others, depending much
on the breed of the cattle.  Old cows that are fed
on sanded pastures are very subyect to this com-
plaint.

In all eases the animals should be taken from
grass, and put into a large cow-house or an c¢pen
yard, where they can ke shcitercd frora the wea-
thier, and kept on dry food, such as good hay,
around oats, barley, and beans. An cqual pro-
portion of cach of the taree last articles, and of
hinzeed cake, wiil make an excellent food for cat-
tle laborng under dysentery. A quantity pro-
portionate to the s.ze and appetite of the patients
shonld be given two or three times a day, or if
they are reduceed, and theiwr appetite is quite gone,
a thick gruel shonld be made of these ingredients
and administered three or four times a day.

This dizease consists m inflammation of the
hmng membrane of the large miestiues. It will
then be evident that biceding, proporuoned tn the
suddenncss and violence of the attack, and the
apparent degree of fever, should be first resorted
to.

there will be something in the bowels, which, it
r1t dud not cause the disease, contributes to keep it
up. The propnctor of cattle, and he who pro-

'mrcr use of astringents. In almost every cams

’fczucs to treat their discases, should know that

there can be nothing nore dangerous than to at-
tempt suddenly to stop a violent purging, especi-
ally one that nssunics the character of dysentery.
Lt that which olferls in the bowels be firet got
rid of, and the discase will sometimes cease of
iteell, or, 1f 1t does not, astringents may then be
administered with safety.

Tho safcst and the most exttctual astringens
mixeure for the scovring rot is that wiich was
| recommended in page 61 It may be given once
or twice m the duy, according to the violence of
the complaint,

Aic should never be given in these cases, The
} astnngentsmay be commenced twenty-four hours
after the purgative has been administered.

If the discase does not speedily yicld to this
treatment, 1t will not be prudent to continue the
use of such large quantitics of astringent medi-
cines for any considerable time. The following
dnuk may then be given, and continued moming
| and night for five or six days:—

Recipe No. 18.

Astringent Drink with Mutton Suct—~Take
nintton suct, one pound, new milk, two quarts,

powdered, alf a drachm, and ginger
one drachm, having previously well mixed them
with a spoonful or two cf fluid.

When the dysentery is stopped, the beast sionld
very slowly and cautiously be permitted to return
to Ins former green foud.  Either during the night

tor the day, according to the season of the year,
{ he should he confined in the cow-house,and turn-
{ cd out twejve hours only out of the twenty-four.
1 Water shouid be placed within reach of the ani-
imal, :in the cow-louse, and, if possible, in the
{ field ; for therc are few thungs more likely to bring

on this discasc, or more certain to aggravate it,
than the drinking of an inordinate quantity of
water after long-continucd thirst.

These precantionary measures should be con-
tinued for a considerable time ; for there is some-
thing very treacherous in this malady, and it will
often suddenly return several weeks after it has
been apparently subdued.

In.those cases, and they are much too nume-
rous, which totally resist the mfluence of the med-
icies already recommended, other means should
be tried. The alum whey has sometimes suc-
cceded. and is thus prepared ;:—

Recipe No. 19.

Alum Whey.—Take alum, half an ounce ;
milk, two quarts. DBoil them together for tem
minutes, and strain.

This may be adimnistered twice every day.
The Jiscasc may not yicld cven to this. In
will then be evident that it is the consequence of
some other disease, and, probably of the liver,
witiated bile secreted by which is keeping up the
purgisg. It is almost a forlorn hope to attack
) such a case; but the beast may be valuable, and,
| at afl events, we cannot be worse ofl  The only
medicine that can have power here is mercary,
for it secems to exert its chicf influence on the li-
ver, and the discharge of bile. The mildest, and.
jat the same time the most cflfectual form in
which 1t can be administered, is that of the blue
pill, haif a scruple of which may be given moming
, and night, rubbed down with a little thick gruel.
|Thcrc is very little danger of salivation: yet it
ay be prudent to give half a pound of Epeom

If the eyes are inflamed, with heaving of the | salts every fifth or sixth day ; and most certainly

* flanks, and pamful twitchings of the belly, 2accom- | to gave them every second doy, and discontinue

pan:ed by severe strmumng and apparent gnippings | the blue pill, if the mouth should become sore, or
i ths expulsion of the excrement, the abstraction j the breath stinking. or there should be & more
of blood is indispeneable. than usurl discharge of saliva from the mouth.
. The purgative drink (No. 2, p. 47) should pre-{ In many cages there is found g._chlm)_u staw
cede the use of every other medicine, in whntever {of the third and fourth stomacbs in ta!tle 1
slate the bowele may be. Tt will prepare for the ihave died of, or been destroyed for, thie’ diseasd.



