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affairs. Again there have been governors of the high-
est rank in the peerage of England, like the Duke
of Richmond, whose administration was chiefly
remarkable for his success in aggravating national
animosities in French Canada, and whose name
would now be quite forgotten were it not for the
unhappy circumstances of his death.1 Then Cana-
dians have had the good fortune of the presence of
Lord Durham at a time when a most serious state
of affairs imperatively demanded that ripe political
knowledge, that cool judgment, and that capacity
to comprehend political grievances which were con-
fessedly the characteristies of this eminent British
statesman. Happily for Canada he was followed by
a keen politician and an astute economist who,
despite his overweening vanity and his tendency
to underrate the ability of "those fellows in the
colonies"-his own words in a letter to England-
was well able to gauge publie sentiment accur-
ately and to govern himself accordingly during
his short term of office. Since the confederation
of the provinces there has been a succession of
distinguished governors, some bearing names fam-
ous in the history of Great Britain and Ireland,
some bringing to the discharge of their duties a
large knowledge of public business gained m the
government of the parent state and her wide em-
pire, some gifted with a happy faculty of expressing

1 He was bitten by a tame fox and died of hydrophobia at Richmond,
in the present county of Carleton, Ontario.
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