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It was a trying ordeal through whi( h the jioor boy
had now to |)ass. Dave fulfilled his threat only too

well, and Dannie's life was made \vrct( lied by his piti-

less taunts and the luitspoken ((Uitcmpt ni liic other
men in the mine.

" I'm not a (owartl," the t(»rmented trai>i)er would
say to himself. " Dave knows very well I'm not, and
it's awfully mean of him to (all me sue h names."

'{'he fa( t of the matter was that the driver did know
it very well iiuleed, but he had hoped to win money
*"rom Tom llogan through Dannie's prowess, and the

boy's persistent refusal to fight nettled him sorely.

ft was therefore an unspeakable relief to the latter

when the overman, plea.sed vith the fidelity and prompt-
ness he showed as tra|)per, promoted him to the driv-

er's box, giving him a route over in another part of the

mine from that in wlii( h he had been working. He
thus got out of reach of Dave's ridicule and could

perform his day's duties in < omparative peai e.

He now in his turn had a trapper to lord it over,

and was able, if he chose, to take satisfaction out of

him for the insults and indignities he had had to bear
himself Hut that was not the way Dannie looked at

the matter. Poor little Jud Farris' experience in the

mine had been a very trying one. Naturally of a nerv-

ous temperament, the drivers soon discovered his fail-

ing and took pleasure in frightening him half out of
his wits. A flivorite trick was to blow out their lamps,

rub their hands with matches until the phosphorus
caused them to shine with a ghostly glimmer, and then


