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))i.ilitc (|iialit\ Ik larricil into W\s private as wdl a> W\> puMii

A vein ofj^cDJal ininioiir lay iiiulcr thi. j^ravc and ihouj^htfiil

cvtiTJor. Will) pK-asaiU poopU- aroiiiul him hv jnrnud a most

a;;ri'ial»lc and entertaining, as well as insinulixe lonipanum.

M«* had inanaj,'e<l to a«<»nniilate a haiulsoine Inrtune by hi^

perseverance and mm cess in Imsiness, and alth«>ii;;h his ener;;eti<

habits would not allow him wholly to^ive np his active pursuits.

)et he had begun to j^ive more of his time to leisure, and the

society of his friends, the Mordaunts in especial, than he had

heretofore done.

He was externally neat and fastidious in person and attire,

dressed habituallv in black bro.wh loth, wore a glossy beaver

hat. good jewellery and faultless limn.

Well ! I'ncle {"'.dward. are we to remain here a! evenmu

star ga/ing ?" said l-'ahel. "or shall wr take advantage of the

< ooler air for a n»w u|u)n the lake. I know you are longing for

vour evening cigar. i»uly abstaining from it that you fear its odour

might penetrate through two feet of brick wall into my molher'.s

drawing-room."

••
I tlo not see. m\ tiear lahel," he replied, with comfortable

la/iness. "why you should throw the responsibility of uur move-

ments ui)on my shoulders, any more than I can see why you

should <all me Tncle * Ktlward,' thereby implying that you have

numerous I'ncle 'Josephs' and * Henrys,' etcetera, at your im

|>erative call, when you are perfectly well aware that I am your

sole uncle, on this side of the herring pond at all events.

Neither am I longing |)arti< ularl\ for a ( igar, and were I to in-

dulge in one and its odours should invade vour mother's draw

iug-room, which as the windows are o|»en, is probable, it is not

from her that I would expect reproof. It would remain for your

saucy tongue to remind me of my misdoings. .\nd, again, whv

not follow your own sweet will as to a row u|)on the lake. I

am rc;n]\ to obev vour belKsts, and doubtless Mdwin \'anct


