of United States fishermen of poach
ing on the halibut grounds off th
| West coast of Vancouver Ie
Canadian ~waters.” The New York
Herald thought the matter of suffici-
ent importance to devote considerable
space. to it, but as far as we have ob-
served our- eastern Canadian contem-
poraries do not look upon it as worth
even an editorial -paragraph. In this
respect they fully reflect the indif-
ference of the Liberal members from
British Columbfa, and, it we may
judge from his observations in-the
House of Commons, of the Minister
of Marine himself. When we look
over our eastern exchanges from day
to day and see how very little atten-
tion is paid to matters affecting the
Pacific Coast, we feel like strangers
in our own land. Not e man in the
House, Liberal or Conservative, felt
called upon to back up Mr, Barnard’s
obgervations, This indifference does
not prevent our representatives from
keeping the question to the front; but
may we Venture to ask why it is that
Mz, Bmith, who represents a Van-
couver Island constituency, has not
seen his' way clear to emphasize the
neceseity for ample protection. . The
poaching is being carrled on in the
constituency of the Minister of Inland
Revenue, and, if we are not mistaken,
his own newsgpaper has mentioned it
more than once. We do not suggest
that it is to be expected of the Min-
ister that he will rise in the House and
urge any course of acetion upon his
colleague in'the Department of Ma-
rine and Fisheries, The place for
him to do that is in the meetings of
he Cabinet: or in personal conversa-
tion with the Minister, But as noth-
ing has been done, and it has been
open, public, and notorious that
something ought to have been done
long ago, we seem forced to the con-
clusion either that the Minister of
Inland Revenue did not mention. the
matter to his colleague, or that he aid
" and his colleague praid no attention
to him. Mr. Brodeur thinks it is not
advisable to tell the poachers what
the Government is going to do. This
seems a childish observation. . Mr.
Barnard is not urging the government
to enter upon a game of tag with the
Seattle fishermen. He wants them
kept out of our waters, and we ven-
ture to think that the way to keep
them out is to give them to under-
stand that the government is taking
efficient steps to prevent them from
continuing their depredations.

MR. McCURDY'’S FEAT

The achievement of Mr. J. Douglas
McCurdy who made a flight yesterday
from Key West to within ten miles of
Havana, and only descended into the
water then because his engine gave
out, demonstrates several things to
laymen, and probably. other things to
experts in aviation. It shows in the
first place that an aeroplane in the
hands of a man wha will exercise
good judgment, i8 by no means an un-
safe means of transportation. ' Mr, Mc-
Curdy attempted no “stunts.” He went
at his work as a matter of business
and would have acheived a complete
success if his engine had held out. At
no time does he appear to have lost
his head, and we are told that he was
sitting in his machine, not even wet,
when the rescue steamer arrived. This
demonstration is chiefly of Mr. Mc-
Curdy’'s personal equipment for aerial
navigation, but it also furnishes an
example, which others in the work will
do well to follow.

The second thing demonstrated is
that an aeroplane is Hkely to be “of
very great use in connection with
naval operations. An aviator can as-
cend -from the deck of a warship, go
a thousand feet or more in the air,
take in the whole surrounding coun-
try, fly a number of miles in any de-
sired direction, come back to the ship,
drop into the water alongside and be
shfely taken on board. While up in
the air he can communicate with his
ship by wireless. The advantage of
this description of .Scouting. can hard-
ly be over-estimated. The feat of Mr.
McCurdy was performed under fairly
favorable conditions; . and it might
very well happen that in actual War-
fare these conditions might not al-
ways exist. when sgouting ‘Was neces-
sary. For instance an aeroplane might
be blown out of its course; it might
be forced to descend amid an' enemy’s
fleet. .In seeking to alight on the wa-
ter it .might be hramersed; but these
things are all a part of the chances of
war, and it would be expected that
the men of the aviation contingent
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all have something to do,-

{are all alike interested in the. pro’p
| Working: out of the principles of rep-|-

resentative government. - :

sign because he no longer represents
the views which the Association thinks
are held by the Liberals of Esqui- |
malt. Specifically, the reason is that
T supports the rallway policy of the
proyincial government, for, as. far as
we have been able to observe, there
Bas been no other question befors the
legislature upon whiéh party lines
were_ drawn.’ Before the election Mr.
Jardine declared in a speech delivered
at Bsquimalt that he would support
‘any reasonable railway policy that
Would ensure the development of the
Island, and as between a candidate
and his supporters he was quite with-
in his rights in. voting for the rafl-
way policy of the government. But
whatever differénce of opinion there
may be upon that point, and that is
purely a personal matter, the principle
that is enunciated as the new Liber-
alism—the -astounding - thing - that' a
representative  may not support a
measure of which his friends do not
approve—is a position that cannot be
supported for a-single moment. It is
a new doctrine that a member of the
Legislature has no right to vote
against the party to which he belongs.

THE RAILWAY ACT.

The new. Rallway Act, introduced
by -the Attorney-General yesterday is
@ very comprehensive and important
measure. It creates a Department of
Railways and provides for a Minister
to preside over it. To the general
Public the most interesting feature of
the measure is that which provides
for the incorporation of railway
companies. After the proposed law
comes into force it will be nNecessary
for persons to apply to the Legis-
lature for a charter of incorporation
as a railway company, but-any five
persons may subscribe g memoran-
dum of incorporation declaring what
line they wish to build and each of
them is to become liable by virtue
of his subscription to take and pay
for shares in the capital stock of the
company amounting to $10,000 each.
This memorandum ~ of Association
shall be filed with the Registrar of
Joint Stock Companies and also with
the Minister of Railways, and the
sum of $15,000 shall also be paid, to
the Minister within thirty days after
the memorandum has been filed with
the Registrar, and within ninety days
thereafter the Minister shall deter-
mine the capitalization of the com-
bany and the other essential fea-
tures of its organization. There are
many other provisions in the Bill, but
those mentioned are the most impor-
tant. As far as it is possible to judge
from hasty examination, the Act
seems to have been drawn with g
great deal of care. Its provisions call
for a good deal of consideration, and
Wwe are confident that the Attorney-
General will ' welcome the most
Searching analysis of them. Many of
the sections are already upon the
Statute Book.

A BREACH OF PRIVILEGE

]

The person Or persons responsible
for the circulation in the legislature
yesterday of the resolutions passed
by the Esquimalt Liberal Association
were very badly advised. We are
not of those who believe in restrict-
ing the full and free expression of
public opinion, but there are certain
things in connection with the legis-
lature of the country, which do not
admit of question. The British Par-
liament, upon the rules of which our
legislative Assembly is carried on,
Years ago adopted a rule for the pro-
tection of members. The rule is thus
laid down in May on Parliamentary
precedure. ¢ “In the Commons on 12th
April, 1733 and 1st June, 1780 it wag
resolved that it was a high infringe-
ment of the House of Commons, a
crime and a misdemeanor to assault,
insult or menace any member of the
House in his coming to or going from
the House or upon account of his be-
havior in Parliament.” The eircula-
tion of the resolutions referred to
Seems clearly to come within this
rule, and if we understood him aright
Mr. Speaker is also of this opinion.
What steps, if any, will be taken by
the House in the premises Wwe are not
advised and it is not our province to
say, but we think it highly desirable

that the public should be given" to

Mr. Jardine is called upon to ‘re-|: ‘major : 3
] mts | Of hair. Al this means that younger

‘men are coming to. the front, and this
is just as it ought to be, for this is a
province for young men,

Council; and we have not the least
doubt about  their, making good; but

ity as 'a rule are not taking a’ suffi-
ciently active part in its public life.
There are some exceptions, but they

set of the younger men, who are con-
splcuous: for their absence from public
movements of any kind. The reference

from the Eastern Provinces, but more

active ‘part in businessin their special
lines, and so far as any one on the out-
side can judge they are doing well. But
they are in the city, and not just as
much of the city as they ought to: be.
We are very sure that the opinions and
ideas of this element of the commun-
ity on public questions would be of
very great value, and we hope that it
will be possible hereafter to record that
they take a more direct interest in all
question pertaining to the welfare of
the city and province.

British Columbia is emphatically a
young man’s country. It' is only on
the threshhold- of development. The
younger men, who will. have to work
out provincial problems, ought to. see
to.it that their views are recognized in
the treatment of those problems during
their initial stages. While we have
placed special stress upon the duty of
young' Englishmen in that regard, we
do so only because this article is in-
tended in the nature of an invitation
to them to come more prominently to
the front in public matters, not as’ Eng-
lishmen only, but as Ca.naglians and
members of the citizens of the Empire.
But what has been said in respect to
them applies with equal force to the
younger generation of British Colum-
bians and the younger men who have
come from the eastern part of Canada
to take part in the development of this
Far West. There is a field wide en-
ough for them allL

A London dispatch to a Toronto
paper says that Queen Alexandra has
made a claim to a place at the coron-
ation on a.throne on the left hand of
the King, and that officialdom is rack-
ing its brains to find a’ precedent.
Queen Alexandra is understood to have
objected to being called the Queen
Mother.

The claim is made that free trade in
wheat will cripple Canadian milling
and destroy all chances of inter-Im-
perial preference. We do not like the
reciprocity agreement, but this argu-
ment admits that the Ur{ited States is
in a position, even if the agreement is
not ratified, to cripple Canadian mill-
ing and destroy all chances of inter-
Imperial preference by simply remov-
ing the duty from wheat.  We would
not like to admit that the United
States holds us thus in the hollow of
its hand.

UNFAIR SCALES

Official Report Says People Of Seattie
- Are Regularly Fleeced Through
Under-Weights

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30.—*“The con-
Sumers of the city of Seattle are being
mulcted out of very large sums of money
each year, and competition is no longer
on a fair and honest basis ag a result
of the neglect of the city  to provide
pbroper protection to the inhabitants in
this important matter. Only 31 per cent
of the scales tested can be ‘listed as
correct, the usual tolerance of 3 per cent
being allowed. Of these listed as inac-
curate, 86 per cent were in favor of the
user, while only 14 per cept gave over-
weight.”

The foregoing is one of the statements
made by F. S. Holbrook, inspector of
Welghts and measures in the Bureau of
Standards, in an official report to Direc-
tor ‘8. W, Stratten, on an investigation
of the scales and measures used by Se-
attle merchants and dealers in all kinds
of commodities and food supplies.

el et
Granby Company’s Purchase
NELSON, Jan. 30.—The Granby com-
pany during past few days have secur-
ed options on large number of mineraf
claims on Copper mountain, near Chesaw
involving a purchase price of a hundred

thousand dollars,

But what we have in mind especi- |
ally is this city of Victoria. We have |
a'few of the younger men in the City

especially the former. They take an-

the younger members of the commun- |

are altogether too few, . There is one|

is to young men from England and 1
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NEW SPRHQG, CARPETS are arriving—the first shipment being received this week, From now on we shall be adding
to this stock, and we suggest frequent visits to our carpet department if you would keep in touch with the latest in floor

coverings. ..

The new arrivals are splendid examples—;tfxey are an index of what is to come. If newness and goodness will help, this
season’s carpet business should excel all previous records, magnificent as they may have been. Costs you nothing to come
in and inspect. Get acquainted today. -

New Wilton Rugs--Pretty Persian Effects
Ce,l"tain[y» the 'dutsta;ndin'g feature of the Rug display is this sho'wing"of new Wilton Rugs just received yesterday. It is
impossible to do their beauty justice in a description here. They are authentic copies of beautiful Persian Rugs—mirroring
not only in design, but also in coloring, the beauty of these rich ‘Rugs.: Close, minute patterns on ground indigo crimson

or camel with medallion centre, and the colors are unquestionably the richest looking Wilton Rugs we have ever shown
for a long time.

Size 9-x 12, $6ooo, $45.000 ..$42.50 ! Si;ﬁd ”ﬁ 5 X 13“".,. $85°°’$é$32053 I Size 11ft. 3 x 12it, $55.00 to $52.00

 Ingrain Carpet Squares

These Squares are all wool, in beautiful designs, some with plain centres and beautiful floral borders. A splendid as-
sortment to.select from, in the newest patterns, in conventional and’ flotal' designs. : Sugh_ Squares are desirable for bed-
roem use. - They are good wearers and have a very attractive appearance. Your size is included.

Size 7{t. 6in. x oft., $16.50 to $10.00 Size oft. x 12ft., $27:50 to....$15.00 | Size 12it. x 12t $22.50 to ..$10.50
Size oft. x oft., $19.00 to. . $1L.25 | Size 1oft. 6in. x 12ft, $32.50 t0,$12.50 Size 121t. x 13ft. 6in., $26.00 to $12.00

Size 1oft. 6in.: x 13ft. 6in,- $32.00
Size 12ft. X 15ft., $42.00 to...$13.00

Size oft. x 10ft. 6 in., $22.50 to $11.50 o Ceae e W iniael BRSO -
Choose Your Spring Carpets F I'h
Our 'C'arpet offerings are popular with Victorians—popular for ‘miany reasons, but maifily because of their excellent
qualities; and the fact that the prices don’t fluctuate. . The first price is a fair one, and it “sticks,” coupled with expert ser-
vice in the making and laying. These features have built for us a magnificent carpet trade. If you are not already num-

bered among our hundreds of satisfied customers, get acquainted by securing your Spring Carpets here. These prices
spell best -values:

Ingrain ‘Carpets from, pér yard'
Tapestry Carpets from, per yard s gl
Brussels Carpets from, per yard

Velvet Carpets from, per yard
Wilton Carpets from, per yard
Axminster Carpets from, per yard

These prices are for Carpet made and laid by skilled workmen

If You Prefer a Rug Try One of These

For those who favor Carpet Squares and Rugs as a carpet covering, we recommend our present magnificent display.
The most comprehensive stock in Western Canada is offered you. Hundreds of Rugs from low-priced Jute to handsome
Oriental, and these are shown on specially constructed Rug Racks, which enable us to show you the whole range in a very
short time. Certainly no better choice or better values offered anywhere in the West. Back of every rug we sell stands
this establishment, ready to make good our guarantee of absolute satisfaction. Inspect our ‘offerings in the following :

ceeen .. . $27.00
ceeeene....$24.00

Tapestry Squares, $26.00 to

Wilton Squares, $48.00 to
Brussels-Squares, $42.00 to

Velvet Squares, $42.00 to
Smyrna- Rugs; $55.00 to

Your New Carpet Is Here

And It Is a Nice One—See It Here Today

Y appreciate an opportunity to show it to you today. Come in and see
y of Carpets and Rugs will certainly catch the public. This department of ours
- If you are planning new carpets, we strongly advise that you lose no time in
aying can only be filled in the order received. Patterns are better this season,
e have always demanded, and the values the same as usual, that have done so much to build

. Y mone€y on carpets without first seeing ours. There are hundreds of squares and
rugs on display. We can show you the whole lot in 2 few minutes. SECOND FLOOR.
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