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TRADE IS HEALTHY.

Business Men of Vietoria and Van-
couver Speak Cheerfully of the
Present and Future.

Development of the Mining and Other
Industries Having a Marked
Effect All Over.

i il

Citizens Can Hasten ;the Good Times
by Favoring Excellent Local
Produets.

Daring the past several months there has
been & noted increase in buviness throughout
the Province, and generally a more cheertal
feeling amongst all classes of business men.
The improvement in trade is more apparent
in wholesale provisions and dry goods and
also in the retail of these lines, but commer-
cial people as a whole look forward with
greater cheerfulness than for the past several
years, for the ontlook is most encouraging.
The belief is general that the trend of busi-
ness is upward, and that the large mining
development now going on, and an improved
lamber market, are sure to bring good re.
sults. The working of the gold and silver
mines of Kootenay and of the gold mines of
Cariboo has had much to do with the in-
orease of trade, and as their development
will proceed on a much larger scale from
this forward, it is but reasonable to con-
clude that general business will be propor-
tionately benefited. The recent improve-
ment in the circulation of money was ef
course induced to a considerable extent by
the large payments made nn account of the
salmon, sealing and fur industries, which
moneys have drifted into various channels
to the benefit of all. The belief is in the
air, however, that times are on the mend,
and this has much to do with the better
state of affairs.

Lugubrious prophecies of direful things
to happen have ceased, and the prophets on
the business outlook are dealing out more
pleasing forecasts. It is impossible to say
anything on this head without first and fore-
most mentioning the mining movement.
The mines of British Columbia this year will
produce from five to eight hundred per cent.
more than during any year in the past five.
The prospect is that next year this will be
repeated, and double the amount taken from
the placer and quartz mines than will have
been secured when 1835 ends. There is good
reason, then, for the statementa of the busi-
ness prophets, for all lines of trade will be
benefited by the mining alone. However,
the coal, fish and timber industries are bejng
added to, and farming, dairying and fruit
raising are being entered into by greater
numbers.’ While the resources of sea, mine
and forest are being developed the supplies
to feed the workers are thereby being
produced in our midst, and the province
enriched to the extent of keeping the money
paid for the same at home.

Representativeés ‘of the COLONIST have in:
torviewed a number of the business men of
Vic.oria and Vancouver on the state of
trade, and below will be found a brief record
of their individual statements en the matter.

D —

MONEY ACCUMULATING.

.Savings Bamnks Deposits Increasing While
Taxes and Other Obligations Are
Well Provided For.

A oonclusive proof of money being freer
is found in the payment of taxes igto the
oity treasury, Mr. Charles Kent, the
treasurer, says that he has been surp abp
the way the taxes have ocome in this season ;
and for the ten monthe ending  on Qetober
31, the receipts from, this zource were larger
than for the whole of~:the yeary
For 1894 the tax were, somewhat
over $179,000, while for the._ten months
ending October 31, $180,500 was -taken. in.
One hopetul symptom is that péople are pay-
ing up their arrears. To his mind these re-
sults point to money being much eaaler and
times betser,

Another: highly satisfactory indication of
improvement is that the deposite in the
Dominion Savings Bank brangh here are not
only far in exocess of the withdrawals, but
the number of small depositors has also in-
creased. The deposivs are also larger than
last year.

Mr. A. J. C. Galletly, manager of the
Bank of Montreal, says that while there has
not yet been any very marked change, the
prospects are much betber. The most en-
couraging feature is that the progress though
small has been steadily in the right direction.

Mr. G. H. Burns, manager of the Bank of
B N.A., pronounces business better than for
some time past, but does not attach very
much importance to the circumstance, as he
considered it was to be expected. Collections
have improved as they generslly do at this
season of the year. There is a better feel.
ing generally, and as money is more ready
payments have improved. In his opinion it
is diffioult to say whether the improvement
will be permanent or not.

Mr. D. R. Harris, of Loewenberg, Har-
ris & Co., financial and insurance agents,
says that his experiencs is that, taking a con-
servative view, business generally is most
encouraging. People have taken a lesson
from the financial stringency and have

economized and got their affairs down to a

betber basis, sothat they know just where they
stand. This gives a healthy tone to business
operations and a brighter outlook generally.

Mr. Percy R. Brown, manager of the B.
C. Land and Investment Agenoy, finds busi-
nees very much improved during the past
few months. Asa proof of this he poinvs
out that whereas in August the firm had
seventy houses to let, now they have but
thirty. This is not the result of people
moying from old houses into new ones, but
is due to a steady inorease of population,
Money is very much easier, rents are coming
in well and so is interest. Business has
assumed a healthier tone and has improved
greatly. .

Mr. H. F. Heisterman, of Heisterman &
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Co., real estate, remarked that in his par-
ticular line very little is doing. House
rents are much lower than formerly and can-
nobt be called very satisfactory.

F. J. Claxton, of Dalby &rélnxton, finan-
olal, insurance and real estate agents, said
that the business situation is certainly im-
proving, The interest taken by outside
capitalists fn British Columbia is being
strengthened, and ere long tkere is bound to
be considerable improvement.
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THE LOCAL PRUDUCERS.

They and Other Chief Traders Speak Hope-
fully and Make Important Practical
5 i it S

Mr. D. R. Ker, of the Brackman & Ker
Milling Co. and President of the Britisk
Columbia Board of Trade, gives it as his
opinion that business all round is on a bet-
ter basis than last year and has been steadi-
ly improving during the past few months.
His firm had nothing to complain of and he
ventures to say that in the next twelve
months the record of failures will show a
decided decrease as compared with. the past
year.

Mr. T. B. Hall, of Hall, Ross & Co., notes
a decided improvement in trade. He points
out, however, that the people of Victoria
can do a great deal towards building up the
town by patronizing local manufactures in-
stead of sending outside for what can be
cheaper purchased at home and of just as
good quality. One trouble in the past has
been that the hard times on the other side
and consequent want of money have induced
large shipments to be sent here of flour and
farm produce at slanghter rates, to the de-
triment of home industry. He would like
to see something done here as in Seattle on
the principle of a houeeholders’ association,
with the object of training the members to
prefer the products of local industries to
those of outside places.

** One man at work in Victoria is worth
ten over on the Sound,” said Mr. Hall, *‘and
Canadian products should be preferred to
foreign.”

The Okell & Morris Co, canned and pre-
served fruit, consider the outlook far more
favorable than lasb year, their own trade
having increased seventy per cent. and pay-
ments being more promptly met, a certain
indication that money is easier.

Hon. J. H. Turner (of Turner, Beeton &
Co.) reports considerable improvement in
trade both as regards the volume of business
and collections, The development of the
Upper Country, especially West Kootenay,
is having a very beneficial effect upon the
wholesale trade at the capital. Respecting
bis own house the encouragement has been
sufficient to induce him to open up branch
establishments in Kootenay. In his opinion

"the improvement will continue to grow and

keep pace with the greatschemes of develop-
ment now being worked out in the interior
of the province,

Mr. Lawson, of R. P, Rithet & Co., said
that businees shows a decided improve-
ment, while collections are coming in more
freely. In the general increase in the trade
of the Provinoce, particalarly in Kootenay,
Victoria is doing her share and is holding
her own at all points. There is every reason
to believe that the business outlook is a
‘cheerful one and that the coming year will
be one of prosperity.

Mr. W. A. Ward, of Robert Ward & Co.,
Limited, says that while their business is
of course largely a foreign one, the firm
prioe of salmon in Eagland has naturally
proved most beneficial to this province.
Speaking of general lines, he notes a dis-
tinct improvement in business locally.

Mr. R. H. Hall, manager for the Hudson’s
Bay Company, admits a marked improve.
ment in business. Trade is generally bet-
ter and payments are met more promptly.
Thé incréase tn the volume of buainess {s
due largely to proyinocial trade.

Mr. Gustav Leiser, of the firm of Lenz
& Leiser, says business is better than last
year, with a promise of even greater im-
provemens in the trade of 1896. = Competi-
tion has cut into profits, but the. volame of
busjness has considerably increased. Losses
will aboat equal those of last year, but an
improvement ip this respect may be expect:
ed mext year. There is sufficient business,
in his opinion, for all the houses i1 the ,pro-

*} vince, and with more rustling he thinks

much of the business at present going to
Epstern houses counld be handled here.

+ 4. C. Flumerfelt, of Ames, Holden &
Co., wholessle boots and shoes, said that
though no marked change has occurred in
thab particular line, business generally has
& more encouraging look, signs of im-
provement being noticeable all along the
1

_Mr. C. E. Seabrook, lpuklni king for the Al-
bion Iron Works, reports a marked improve-
ment in the busineas of that y. Nob
only has the general business been good, bat
the stove founding department, of which a
special feature has been made this year, has
enjoyed a particular measure of sucocess.
The freight rate upon stoves from Eastern
Canada is such that considerable induce-
ment is offered for their manufacture in this
province, The Albjon Iron Works this year
made up a very attractive line of the most
approved patented stoves, especially suited
o the requirements of the provincial trade,
and the demand for their wares has been so
brisk that the company Have not been able to
keep up their stock, the stoves on exhibition
in their show room being robbed to assist in
the filling of orders. Some difficulty was
also ccoasioned in securing good moulders,
bub this has since been overcome and the
company will shortly be in a position not
only to meet all the requiremente of their
patrons, but to add to their present line of
stoves many designs which as yet have not
been turned out. The company have secuted
a contract for supplying a number of ore cars
for the Hall Mines Company at Nelson.

Mr. Luke Pither, of Pither & Leiser, whole-
sale wine merchants, found that the develop-
ment of the province had resulted in a
larger and more profitable trade for whole-
salers.

Mr. J. Pierey, of Plercy & Co., reports
business ab fully twenty-five per cent. better
than during the previous year. The upper
country is offering a new market for manu-
factured goode, which together with other
poiuts, has caused such a demand that de.
epite additional facilities and help the house
has all it can do to keep the supply up.
Local business has also increased. (golleo-
tiqns are easier tc make than formerly and a

says his house is now competing very success-
fuflg with Eestern rivals in maunufactured
goods,

Mr. Joshua Davies, who is also largely in-
berested in mining and other business enter-
prises, says that assuredly times are getting
better. The development of the mining in-
dustry has not only benefited the provinoe
generally, but also the trade of this city,
and people have a more confident feeling
than for some time past.

Mr. F. Elworthy, secretary of the board
of trade, aays that business generally
throughout the oity shows many evidenoes
of improvement, especially with the Whole-
sale houses. Hardware' deslers and farni-
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bebter feeling prevails generally. Mr. Piercy | !
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Union Colliery Company referring to the
contract which had been recently entered
into for the supplying of coke to the  Hall
Mines smelver, observed that the Comox
coal makes an excellent deseription of coke,
and baving in view the growing demand for
this produot the company has put
in 100 coke evens and a washer capable of
clesniog 600 tons of coke per day. KExperi-
ments made with this coke showed it to be
free from sulphur and suitable for smelting
purpozes, - quite equal, indeed, to the im-
ported English coke, ard at the same time
cheaper. This fuel, it 1s estimated, can be
laid down in Kootenay cheaper than coke
can be purchased at the ovens in the United

. | States, so that the Kootenay market is as-

sured, and with the blowing in of the Hall
Mines smelter and the Trail rednction works
there will certainly be a demand for coke.
Mr. E. G. Prior, M.P., of E. G. Prior &
Co. Ltd., announces very little improvement
in the line of hardware. There is, however,
he says, a probability of considerable busi-
ness being done with the Upper Country,
though the trade will require some study
by the Coast houses making less than oar-
load shipments. At Winnipeg short mixed
shipments are made up, and in this manner
goods are laid down at Kootenay pointe
cheaper than smaller shipments can be got
in from the Coast. Added to this the com-
petition for Kootenay trade is so keen that
stoel is being laid down practically at cosb.
Mr. W. J. Pendray finds business brisk,
and oonsiders vhat things are taking a de-
cidedly upward tendency.. Colleati are

the same exertion it is easier to sell goods
now than several months ago, showing’that
money is somewhat more plentiful.

Mr. D.'W. Gillies of the British Columbia
Castle Co., records an improvement in the
butchering business. The British Columbia
market has handled more beef and heavier
beef than last year, and money has been
somewhat easler. The development of tte
mining districts has had a noticeable effect
upon the beef market, as the Coast no longer
continues to be thé sole.market for the beef
from the ranges in the interior. The de-
mand of the Kootenay market is growing
each month and a stiffening in beef quota-
tions may bs expected. In addition to this
an experiment was recently made of ship-
ping beef cattle from British Columbis over
the C P.R to the British market. The cat-
tle arrived at Montreal in good condition,
and if the venture succeeds in Britain regu-
lar shipments will follow which will still
further deplete the supply hitherto drawn
upon to meet the demands of the Coast.

R Porter & Sons, butchers, packers and
manufactarers, report a highly satisfactory
increase. The demand for meat is naturally
larger as the cold weather sets in, but com-
pared with last year a far larger and more
profitable trade is now being dome. Pay-
ments also are better.

L Goodacre, meat market, perceives a
change for the better. People are feeling
more confidence in the future and as a re-
sult bheir purse strings are loosened, which
of course has the effect of settimg more
y incircalation.

fairly good. 'He believes that Victoria could
help along the good times by giving a prefer-
ence to local manufactarers, who make just
as good articles as are brought in from the
outside and in many instances cheaper.
Patroniziog home industries keeps money at
home and gives employment to local work-
men, and so helps indirectly to benefiv the
whole city.

Mr. 8. Leiser, wholesale groceries, said that
this city is getting some of the benetita of
the Kootenay trade and a general improve-
ment is also being felt.

Wilson Bros.,, wholesale groceries, find
trade on a healthier footing than last year.
Perhaps there is o3 more doing, bat it is of
a more eatisfactory character and therefore
of real benefit.

Mr. L. G. McQuade, of P. McQuade &
Sons, ship chandler, has not noticed any dif-
ference in that class of trade since last year.
Prices have risen in the Eist, which natur-
ally tends to keep down improvement in the
trade here and, in the heavy class of goods
in which the trade deal an upward tenden-
oy would not be felt so quickly as in neces-
saries such as groceries or dry goods.

Jobn Earsman & Co., wholesale commis-
sion, report the fall trade, as shown by the
returns for September and October, as show-
ing a considerable improvement over last
year.

———lets

WEARING APPAREL.

The Fine Raiments In Which Citizens Walk
Abroad Are Largely Bought With
Spot Cash.

‘¢ Bueiness is better than ever before with
us,” was the remark of J. Hutcheson, of J.
Hutcheson & Co., dry goods. They do prac-
tically a oash business. People are buying
well and paying cash, the firm’s experience
therefore being quite satisfactory.

Mr. D. Spencer, of Spencer’s Arcade, dry
goods, finds businese much better. It is
largely a cash trade with him, for he does
not believe in long accounts, and the
amount of sales is incressing steadily ; so
much so that the firm finds itself again com-
pelied to enlarge its business premises.

Mr. Henry Young, of Henry Young &
Co., dry goods, reported business in a
healthier and better condition than lasp
year dnd with signs of increasing. His bus*
iness is a cash one 80 he does not have to
trouble about collections. A couple of fail-
ures, and the consequent forced sales, had
affected the retail dry goods trade last year,
butinow things have asswmed a healthier
tone with good results.

hzr. T. Haughton, dey goods, states that

‘although the fine weather in October some.
'what.retarded the sale of autumn goods the

situption is far better than last year: No-
vember sales so far show a considerable in-
crease over those - ‘of ' Qotobdr, and they are
also ahead of November of last year. :

Mr. John Partridge,drygoods, notices im-
provement in ‘business compared with last
year, while ocollections are good.

Mr. Geo. R Jackson, talloring and gentle.
men'’s furnishings, finds business lively, and
has no difficulty in selling goods,

Thomas Bros. & Grant report doing a brisk
business. They find money easier and be.
lieve that the tailoring business will keep on
improving,

Mr. W, Stewart, tailoring, finde'business

on a better basis dne to the fact that less
credit is being given. People do not look
for oredit so much as formerly. Trade has
been improving steadily for the past few
months.
“«Mr. Joseph Wilson, of W. & J. Wilson,
clothiers and men’s furnishers, did not take
so favorable a view of things as some other
business men do. He notices no improve-
ment-over last year in general business.

Mr. W. G. Cameron, clothing and men’s
furnishings, said that while his branch of
trade has not a8 yet felt any increase over
lasb year he sees ‘good indications for the
spring.

Mr. 8. Reid, ready made clothing and
furnishings, finds no falling off in demand
from last year and believes that business is
taking on a brighter aspect,

Mr. A. B. Erekine, boots and shoes, be-
lieves fhoney is more plentiful, because peo-
ple are not g afber cheap lines of foot-
gesr so much as last year.

Mr. H. Mansell, boots and shoes, has nos
noticed much improvement over last year
in general business.

—

HOUSEHOLD G00DS.

Purse Strings Being Loosened and Folk Live
Better Because Feeling More °
Cheenful.

Weiler Bros., a representative furniture

firm, said that while trade has been holding
ita own, the wave of improvement has not
yeb reached their line of business, except
that less crediv is being asked, which places
things on a better basis.
Dixi H. Ross, groceries, who does a
strictly cash business, and therefore has had
no trouble about collections, ssid business is
betber, as pecple are feeling tore confidenb
and hopeful. .

Erskine, Wall & Co., groceries, report a
very decided improvement in the volume of
trade, Mr. Wall stating that the last two
months have shown the biggest results since
the firm has been in the business, Besices
this, oollections have been remarkably good
and people are paying up well.

Blakie & McKinnon, provisions, have not

been in operation long enough to oombiu-e y
em

ltxhi. l;iebh last yuog bug business with
a8 been very good and money is plentiful,
Mr. M. Young, of the gow pEnghnd
Bakery, finds buslness pickin up, colleotions
bo;zg gr;)d lcl:)dk monefy a llbL04 er. :
r. 8. Goker, of t obdon Ba
finda business lo_pk’lng % 80 well that h?ll;y'
had to bulld more ovens o keép up wi
the trade. ‘
The Viotoria Tea House finds that with
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Beatty & Co., cared and potted meats,
who have bub recently opened up here and
therefore cannot make ocomparisons with
pasb years, say that the retail trade is show-
ing a healthy increase that appears to be
steadily growing.
=Geo. Powell,of Cheapside,retail hardware,
found trade mending a little, and an im-
provement over last year, comparing last
month with October, 1894.

J. Tarner, of Turner & Co., tinsmiths and
hardware, had found that the volume of
trade was increasing, principally in the job-
bing line.

Mr. W. Bonaes, of the City Plumbing
Co., says that while his firm has not been in
businees long enough to compare this with
last year, during the last few months he has
noticed that business is consvantly becoming
better.

e

ARTICLES OF LUXURY.

There Is a Free and Gradually Improving
Demand for Them From Victorians.

Mr. R. Jamieson, books and stationery,
says that bueiness is ‘“ picking up ” and de-
cidedly better than in the earlier part of the
year. He expecta to do an immense Christ-
mas trade.

Mr. W. H. Bone, of T. N. Hibben & Co.,
booksellers and stationers, pointed to a large
addition the firm are making in their ware-
room to emphasize his faith in a genuine in-
orease in their business. His experience is
that the general tendency of business is de-
cidedly for the better ; money is easier and
the future, he believes, will show a steady
and satirfactory advanca.

Mr. C. Braund, of C. Braund & Co.,
books acvd svationery, cannot compare this
with last year, as he has just been a year in
business ; money is not s0 tight now as it
has been, he says, and he finde that the
volume of business is increasing.

Mr. Herbert Kent, of M. W. Waitt & Co.,
speake hopefully from the tact that in-
quiries for musical instruments are increas-
ing. He has also found collections satis-
factory and considers business decidedly
improving.

Mr. C. E Jones, of the People’s Pharmacy,
notes that people are spending more money
on perfumes and the daintier olass of drug-
gists’ sundries—a sure sign “to him that
money is easier and business improving.

Mer. J. Cochrane, druggist, has found col-
lections easier than last year, while people
are more ready to spend money on the
daintier toilet articles such as perfumes.

J. A. . Caton & Co., wholesale jewelry,
find money easier, and while the volame of
trade 1s no bigger, payments are better.

Mr. C. E. Redfern, wholesale, retail and
manufacturing jeweler, remarked that while
hia branch of business naturally would bs
one, of the Jast to benefit by better times, he
bad noticed a little encouragement and look-
ed for still better th :

Ab Challoner & Mitchel)’s jewellery. estab-
lishment Mr, Challoner states that business
is decidedly picking up. His firm are sell-
ing mo:ieithan lﬁnt year in spite of increased
compsbitiop, and payments are geod. .

)ll;'. C. & Rogeuy.‘zf the San Francisco

andy factory, and Mr. G. A. McCulloch, of
the Chicago candy factory, have not found
any particular increase in their line of busi-
ness.

John Barnsley & Co., gupsmiths and
sporting goods, have found trade about the
same as last year,

Mr. E. A. Morris had found trade good,
but just about as usual, in the tobacconist
line.

SPORTS AND PASTIMES.

The above match was played on the Can.
teen field, Esquimalt, yesterday afternoon,
and resulted in a victory for the Navy by
one goal and three tries (14 pointe) to nil.
Rain fell heavily at times, making the ball
very gredsy, but it was a fast game, the
chief feature of the match being the grand
play of the Navy forwards. Unfortunately
for Cowichan in the early part of the game
Jackeon, one of their best players, was harb,
and consequently they were playing one
short for the greater part of the time, The
first half was hotly contested, and although
Cowichan was striotly on, phe defensive for
most of the time, their defence was so gobd
that the Navy were only able to score one
try—by Beckett—which was not converted.
On changing ends Wigram quickly scored a
try between the posts with a good run,
which Beckett converted eaatly, and shortly
afterwards from a good pass getoh gained
another try, but the atbtempy at goal failed.
Aaderson made a good runm for Cowichan
bup nothing resulted therefrom, and within
five minutes Petch scored a further try for
the Navy, which was unconverved. The
Cawichan team arrived in the morning four
men shors, but they were able to complete
thelr team with some Vigtoria players, of
whom A C. Anderson was one, and he play-
ed a good game,

NEWFOUNDLAND AND CANADA.

Sr. Jom~s, Nfid., Nov. 11.—(8pecial)—
Sir William Whiteway, Premier of this
colony, visits Canada early next month, His
motive is not known here, but it is sup-

posed that the visit has some connection
with the ‘matter of 'confederation, e
government papers state tiat Newfoundland
is on the eve of important movements af-
fecting the destiny of the oolony. Moral
political and financial affairsare demoralised
and eyery branch of the publio fervice re..
quires reorgsnization.. It is difficult to
;ﬂecb refiormlbfrom within, owing to the
smages done by reckless and corru -
ministrations in the paat, cichon
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THE MAINLAND TOO.

Improved Conditions in Vauncouver
City While New Markets Are
Being Sought.

Attractions of the Province More
Than Ever Realized by Capit-
alists and Travellers.

Vaxcoover, Nov. 9.—(Special)—Having
nterviewed prominent men in all branches
of trede and commerce for the purpose of
obtaining opinions on the avate of trade in
this part of the Provines of British Colum-
bia, the CoLONIST ocorrespondent has to
submit a series of statements of the most
encouraging nature. They speak for them.
selves, and are given below without further
comment than to merely mention the two
leading points brought out—that the regu-
ar general trade is progresesing as might be
expected on sound conservative lines, after

recovery from the effecte of the world-wide
depresston, while the unexampled develop-
mente in the Kootenay country have opened
an entirely new field for commercial enter-
prise, in which the merchants and investors
of the cities of the Coast may find golden
opportunities without limit,

PRICELESS TREASURE.

An idea of what some of the early oper-
ators stand to realize out of the Kootenay,
and of the stream of wealth which in conse-
quence may be in part diverted to the trad-
ing centres of the province, is conveyed, for
instance, by the remarks of Alderman Shaw,
who says:

‘1 have just returned from that country;
it appears to me that the South Kootenay
proposition is the best that has ever been
presented by this province to the world.
The Le Roi and War Eagle mines are be-
yond the experimental stage, 80 much so
that English capitalists have offered for esch
mine $800,000, which has been refused. I
asked the managers why this splendid offer
was declined.  They said that the ore they
were now turning out averaged $50 per ton.
It costs $20 a ton to ship to the American
smelter, 8o that $30 on each ton of ore was
realized. As the company ships 100 tons a
day and there is a year’s work ahead, that
means $1,000,000 from the actual gold in
sight, to say nothing of the ore not in sight,
which might last twenty-five years longer.
In Butte it pays to erect smeltera to work
$20 ore. They are now building smelters to
work refuse ore running from 517 to $18 a
ton.!

*‘ There are from 20 to 25 mines opening
up ; every one of which is as good, so far as
early indieations are concerned, as either the
War Eagle or the Le Roi, and some of them
are better. This is the reason I think that
the Trail Creek proposition isa good one.
There is enough ore in sight now if not an-
other ounce was found to make it a success.
The Boundary country shows larger and
richer deposits of ore in its crude state than
even Rossland, and the whole country may
be impregnated with metal, but the great
drawback is the want of railroad facilities.
The Americans are eagerly seizing and car-
rying away the wealth which should be cir-
culating in our own provincs.

*¢ Victoria and Vancouver must look alive
to their interests, particalarly in the matber
of railroad facilities. It would be an im-
mensge help to this province if the railroad,
instead of running along three sides of a
square, world go directly to Trail Creek.
In my mind the difficulty can be overcome
by a railway line through Crow’s Nesp Pass
and almost direct to the South Kootenay
country. The province is not now reaping
the benefit from the development of this
wonderfal country.”

GOING OUT BY MILLIONS,

*The exports of the province this year
from the mines alone,” said Mr. F. S. Bar-
nard, M.P., ‘“will be two millions more than
last year. In ten years we mhall be ex-
Borbing more than any other provinoce in the

ominion. British Columbia is richer in
mineral wealth

e

any three states in the
Union. I ha returned from Kootenay
with Mr. Sl Bpresenting large capital
in Europe. I wanted him to see the coun-
try for himself and he is well satisfied.”
' VANCOUVER OITY IMPROVEMENTS.
‘‘Ivis quite true,” added Mr. Barnard,
¢ that we contemplate spending $300,000 in
utilizing the water power of Seymour creek
e operate the street railways of Vancouver
and Westminster and the ipter-urban tram
line, besides the electric_light system snd
branch lines of eleotric rallwsys. .']!.he'pfﬁer
will be concentrated at one point to operate
all these undertakings. The water in Sey-
mour oreek being lower than for six years
We sent an experb to report, who stated dhat
there was enough power to accomplish
everything we proposed to undertake. We
have now another expert on the ground and
an electrical expert from the Canadian
General Electric Company. If they report
favorably the work will go on.”
A REPRESENTATIVE STATEMENT, *

Mr. F. C. Cotton, M.P.P., and editor
of the News-Advertiser, whose opportuni-
ties for forming a sound oconclusion are of
1)11:f very best, thus carefully expressed him-
se

“I think the business outlook for the

rovince is favorable. Many weak firms
ave been weeded out during the last two
years and many risky or doubtful enter-
prises have been brought to an end. [The
prospects are better for our lumbering in-
dustry, since in several of our forsigm mar-
kets svocks have been greatly reduced. The
arming commusity has had a prosperouns
season, but will not be thoroughly sound
until its members adap themselves gener-
ally to the altered conditions, different from
those which prevailed & few years ago. The
mining industry is now unquestionably about
to experience great activity, and this will,
directly and indirectiy, lead to activity in
feferal trade and bring about a considerable

flax of foreign and outside capital. At
tho same time, as regards Vancouver and
Victoris, I think the next few months may
-witness some depression, and I consider that
prudence snd economy should be exeroised
in order that there may be no setback in
general business,”

The conclusions thus succinotly expressed
are borne out by the following statements,
grouped under the heads of the several chief
olasses of bueiness men interviewed.

—_————

BANKS AND TREASURIES.

Bills and Taxes Promptly Paid, Goods Freely
Bought and More Money to Deposit.

J. Miller,
bank deposite thi

stmaster : The savings
Jyear show an increase of

sople who
made these deposits’ came to Vamcouver
without a cent, and they have been able to
DPay running expenses and Iny up this money.
A great many more money or&n are made
payable in Vancouver than formerly, which
means that more mon an-

is in
couver. * I estimate ‘$ tmv

here

bave paid out to fishermen this season s

million dollars; Many of the fishermen
come to me to be idantified, and I make the
statement after careful consideration.

J. M. Bowell, feollector of customs—Re-
cent customs returns are positive evidence,
to my mind, that trade is improving, stead-
ily and solidly. Tradesmen will not im-
port goods unless they are selling them, and
our returns average so far 20 per cent.
more than the same time last year.

J. E. Miller, chief of the inland revenue
department—*‘ The returns of the inland
revenue department for the Mainland of
British Columbia for several months back
show an Increase of $8,000 over the corres-
ponding months of last year.”

Fagan, assistant assessor and col-
lector for Westminster district—*‘ Collec-
tions are certainly a great deal better than
last year.”

G. F. Baldwin, city treasurer—The taxes
payable this year, during the rebate season,
will be fully as large in percentage as for
the past two or three years, while the actual
number of payments made has increased.

W. M. Murray, manager of the Bank of
British Columbia—The feeling in the pro-
vince is better to-day than for the past two
years. Bills appear to be met better.

W. Godfrey, manager of the Bank of Brit-
ish North America—I think that Vancouver
to-dey is in a business sense, in a healthier
stabe than ever before; business prospects for
the province are good.

C. Sweeney, manager of the Bank of
Montreal —We have not as yet felt any
marked advance in the volume of trade ; 1
think the prospects of vhe provires are
good, and that better times will come, not
suddenly but with a healthy natural develop-
menb.

—_———

INVESTMENT AND INSURANCE.

“The Best Year on Record’—Big Life and
Fire Business—Inquiries for
Real Estate.

J. E. Evans, Provincial Manager Unien
Mutual Fire Insurance Co.—It is the beat
year that we have ever had in British Col-
umbia. The company have great faith in
the fature of vhe province, and Mr. Chase,
our superintendent of agencies, is coming in
a few months to make some investments.

J. J. Banfield, Insurance and Real Estate
—The fire insurance business is ahead of last
year, owing mainly to the opening up of the
Upper Country ; it has increased fully 25
per cent. over last year to date, while pre-
miums are double what they were four years
ago. Real estate is selling somewhat better
than last year and there is quite a demand
for residential property in the West End.

J. D. Breezs, Confederation Life Insurance
Co.—Oar insurance and loans are heavier
than last year.

Stanley Henderson, Mutual Life Insurance
Co. of New York—The insurance business
was much better with me last month than
any month in the last twelve.

8. Richards, of Innes, Richards & Ack-
royd, real estate, insurance and mine brok-
ers—Authentic reports from the Upper
Country indicate an improved state of af-
fairs in the mining portion of the province.

MoclIvor Campbell, of Ceperley, Lowen &
& Campbell, real estate, insurance and mine
brokers—I think the outlook on the whole
better than a year ago. The Upper Country
is showing up well just now.

Ald. Wm. Brown, real estate, etc.—There
are more inquiries for real estate lately, buo
intending purchasers are very cautious.
They are looking for bargains principally.

C. 8. Douglas, real estate—There is more
than a usnal s:ir in real estate at present,
new people are coming in and wanting to
buy.

————

VANCOUVER MERCHANTS.

Heme Trade Betﬁer,_’Culi‘;: 'fnusaéuons Be
coming More General and New Sources-
of Demand in Prospect.

Oppenheimer Bros., importers—It is our
opinion that an improvement is taking place
in general business, and that theugh it may
take time and will be gradual in its develop-
ment, there will from now on be a steady
increase in trade. The good harvests which
have been safely gathered amd stored will
place more funds at the disposal of the
farmers, whilst the opening up of the mining
distriots will certainly add to the volume. of
business during the coming year. Alto-
Rether, we are.sanguine of the future and
expegt & decided betterment during 1396.

Major & Eldridge, wholesale meats, cream-
ery, etc.—Vancouver’s immediate prosperity
will d-Tud on the development of the agri-
cultural resources of the Fraser Valley. If
the uncultivated land in the Fraser Valley
was cultivated British Columbia would ex-
port Aﬁ;lonlbml products, unless the popu-
lation increased to 400,000, and these re-
sources developed Vanovuver could not help
prospering.

Evans, Coleman & Evans, importers, eto,
—Our business with the Kootenay oountry
has only started and we are much pleased
with the resulte. We have just shipped
six car loads of stuff for Trail Creek ocoun-
try, and now that the C.P.R. has met us
balf way in rates, we feel much encour-
aged.

W. A. Lewthaite of Lewthwaite and
Stuart, wholesale provision merchants—
Trade is certainly improving in Vanocouver,
bub the improvement is more apparent to
usoutside, between Vancouver and Ashcroft.
Though farmers are’ complaining of the
fow price of hay, oats and roots, the coun-
try seems fairly prosperous and collections
are good. A

J. Thomson, manager Hudson’s Bay Co—
There has been a marked improvement in
our business in the last 18 manrtha, both in
the quantity and quality of .n., »"70ds sold,
and collections have been unqualifiedly
satisfactory.

Braid, Kelly & Co., wholesale grocers
and importers—There has been a steady in-
orease in business for the last four months.
As far as the prospects of the province are
concerned I am very hopeful.

A. M. Tyson, wholessle and retail fish
—Trade is improving 'in Vancouver and is
even better outeide, btween here and Win-
nipeg. The increase has been steady since
the month of July.

J. Leckie, wholesale fiehing supplies—
We have been in business here for four
years, und are better pleased with the ap-
pearance_of, things to-day than we ever
were before. 1wt

Thos. Dunn, wholesale and retail hard-
ware and shipping supplies—Trade has held
up well. Money is much easier, and the
p;g:peota of the province are better than
ever,

G. 8. MoConnell, wholesale boots and
shoes—Oar urade hae doubled this year, and
we have oollected a lot of old outetanding
accounts. New business is satisfactory.

MecMillan & Hamilton, wholesale produce
—Business is far better than last year. It
has been impreving avery year. We have
been studying the Kootenay trade. Van-
couver does as much as Winnipeg in Koote-
l::n ':f:kufn: ; !:.\;ppll;lm :leem with little

80| el
b b i fruits, can flour, paper

Osmond, Skrine & Co., wholesale provi-
sions—There has beeti & steady advance in
busiuess since July, and ; for the lass two

oney has
wholesale produce mer-

F. R. Stewart,
chant—Trade is improving, more partion-




