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«■sMaises»FashionHe groaned.
•"What doee it meanT" he asked, in 

agony. "What is it she tears? Too, 
who knew her before—before our 
marriage, can throw some light upon 
it" -,

Katrine shook her head.
“I cgnnot,” she said.
He took two paces away from her, 

then strode hack and laid his hand 
upon her arm.

"Katrine," he said, and it was piti
able to listen to the broken voice— 
the cheery voice made hoarse and dis
cordant by his anguish—‘.Katrine, 
you know how I have loved her.”

Katrine’s eyes filled with tears.
"No man 'ever loved any woman 

better than I have loved her. We hare 
been more like lovers than husband 
and wife, and I have trusted her as 
entirely as I have loved her." He 
stopped suddenly, started, and with an 
Utterly changed voice, and with a 
look that was nobleness Itself, he 
drew himself up. “Trust her!” he 
said; "yes, and I do trust her. What 
right have I—what right have you V 
he demanded, almost fiercely, “to dog 
her footsteps? The man who could 
think of wrong, of shame, of faithless
ness in connection with Adrienne 
must be a fool. She shall not know 
that I have watched or mistrusted 
her,” and he turned away.

Katrine stood transfixed for a mo
ment by his spectacle of knightly de
votion, which, even in the face of such 
apparent cause, would cast no slur, 
even of suspicion, upon the woman he 
loved.

"Stop!" she cried. "You are right 
—oh, I love you, Lord Heatherdene,
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He had seen Olive—she was there! 

Up to the present he had hugged and 
cherished a faint hope that there 
might be some mistake, afid that she 
would not be there; but that hope 
was smitten to the ground by the 
sight that met his eyes.

Olive wag there, with her hand 
clasping the back of<p chair, her eyes 
gleaming darkly from her white face 
upon some object at the other side of 
the room. Close by her side—not 
touching her, but yet seeming to sup
port her—stood Hastley Derrick.

Seated, with his hands folded on the 
table, and leaning forward, with a 
weak, besotted face, was Stephen Raw- 
don; It was upon him that Olive’s 
fascinated gaze was fixed.

"Lady Heatherdene is here,” Hast
ley Derrick was saying, his measured 
tones lower than usual, and a little 
less certain and composed; "Lady 
Heatherdene Is* here, Rawdon—by my 
advice, and I may say, persuasion. 
She does not deny that she is to a 
certain extent In your power, and she 
is anxious * - learn from your own lips 
the price you set upon her freedom. 
I have, in her Interests, attempted to 
make terms with you some days ago; 
but you Insisted upon seeing her lady
ship herself, and—she Is here.”

Stephen Rawdon nodded once or 
twice, and put up his shaky hand to 
wipe his lips before he spoke.

“It’s as well for her she is," he said 
in a thick, husky voice. "Do you 
know me?” he demanded.

Olive did not speak, but a shudder 
ran through her frame.

’’Gome,” he said, with a sneer, 
“that’s a good beginning. I’ve heard 
so much of my lady this and my lady 
that, that I thought you were going 
to deny me altogether."

Lord Heatherdene clenched his 
hands, and only by a strong effort re
strained himself from bursting in and 
smitjng the scoundrel on his insolent 
lips.

"I thought that you would endeavor 
to play the high-handed game. I’m 
glad you don’t----- ”

“Silence!" said Hastley Derrick 
sternly. “Lady Heatherdene is under 
my protection. Say what you have to
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IN THE TOILS; it to me at Lady Merrivale’s, and I 
came here. What does it all mean ?”

Katrine hesitated.
“I do not know,” she said.
“You do not know,” he said, with 

bitter incredibility. “At least you 
must have suspected something, or 
why are you here? How did you 
know where to come?”

Katrine thought for a moment
“I do not know anything,” she said ; 

“but I suspect a great deal. I saw 
that note delivered. I saw that note 
placed in her hands by Hastley Der
rick."

‘‘Hastley Derrick—yes,” said Lord 
Heatherdene between his teeth ; “and 
she is here, keeping an appointment 
with him!”

“Hush!” said Katrine. “Do not 
judge her yet, or you may wrong 
her.”

“Wrong her—how can I wrong her? 
Is she not here?”

“She is here,” said Katrine; “but 
why?”

“Why?” he echoed wildly. "What 
| is the meaning of it? I can’t believe 
all that this—this conduct of hers 
would lead me to infer. Why are you 
here?”

Katrine smiled sadly.
"I scarcely know,” she said, with a 

heavy sigh. "To-night, after I left 
you, I could not rest; something, 
some indefinable dream haunted me. 
I changed my dress and intended re
turning to your house; at the corner 
of the square I saw—I saw her com
ing out of the house, and I. followed 
her.”

He groaned.
“Why did you not stop her?” he 

asked.

“Why, indeed,” said Katrine sadly; 
"because I knew it would be of little 
use. I know her better than you do, 
and know that one might as well try 
to turn the ocean back from its 
course as turn her.” „
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CHAPTER XXXIX.
ABOVE SUSPICION.

OLIVE hurried on, unconscious of 
the shadow behind her, and at length 
reached Grafton Square. She found 
number fifty-one, and had scarcely 
pulled the bell than the door was 
opened by Hastley Derrick’s valet.

With a low bow he ushered her up 
thé stairs.

Almost before the door had closed, 
the woman who had followed her 
stood on the steps. She also was 
about to ring, but suddenly a hand 
was laid upon her arm. She turned 
and without a word descended the 
Steps. Then, raising her veil, she 
said:

“Lord Heatherdene!”
“Yes, it Is I,” he said, his voice 

broken and hoarse. “What are you 
doing here? Do you know that—that 
she is here?”

“Yes,”' said Katrine, for it was she. 
“I know she is here. How do you 
know it?”

Lord Heatherdene held out a crum
pled piece of paper.

“Read that," he said. “Florence 
found it in Grosvenor Square, and has 
Just given it to me.”

Katrine, pale and wan, but calm and 
composed, took it and read it

She looked up at the white face 
with a glance of pity.

“Well,” he said, “you see!”
“I see,” she said. "Who gave it to 

you ?”
"Florence,” he replied hoarsely. 

“She found it at my house, and gave
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CHAPTER XL.

TRUTH WILL OUT.
FOR a moment Lord Heatberdene’s 

emotion seemed to render him deaf, 
and the sound of a man's voice in the 
adjoining room smote on hie ' ears 
without conveying sense or meaning; 
but presently he knew that it was 
Hastley Derrick who was speaking.

With a grip upon Katrine's arm he 
drew the curtains slightly apart, and 
after a moment’s pause, as if to gain 
composure, looked through; then he 
drew back, and'covered his face with
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