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THE PORCUPINE IN WESTERN CANADA

BY DAN McCOWAN BANFF, ALBERTA.
In Western Canada the rodents or porcupine ix well niy invulnerahle
gnawing animals vastly outnumber all to attack. Yot he hus a few enemies
other mammals. On the wide prairies who be conpelled to exercise

tho beaver, the muskrut and the
“kopher” are to be found in great
numbers; in the forests live hosts of by the urge of et
squirrels and chipmunks; high on the lion, the lynx
mountain-side is the sure refuge of to convert * into

the cony and the marmot. Included Eagles on venture to
in the long list of sharp-toothed beasts hattle, and cven the great horned owl
of this order are many whose habits has courage enough ta clash with the
are quaint and curious, whose man- prickly one when he is to be found in
ners and customs and traits present a tree-top.

% the nature student problems which The black bear is credited with hav-
may only be solved by yesrs of close ing the power to kill the porcupine by
observation and patient experiment. | inserting a paw under the head and
body of the victim : then flipping
| him against tree or rock. Evidence
regarding this ping-peng

considerable irgenaity i
bring about hls

tion. Diriven

deetry

and the bear will exsay

mea!

oceasion

PERPETUAL ENIGMA. '

Oustanding amongst this large fum-
fly is Spiney the porcupine, a Per- ance of Bruin's is somewhat scanty
petual enigma in himself. His bio- and unreliable. With its usual indif-
graphy might well be bounded with erence to dang
three marks of interrogation—one of
them at the beginning and two at the
end. The mystery animal of the The one carnivorous animal
woods, he is at all times apert and. which has successfully mastered the
aloof from the wild life in and about | defence of the porcupine is the fisher
his habitat. With apparently no de-!or pekan, as he is called in Eastern
finite wim or purpose in life, the por-'(‘an.du. Approaching his  vietim
cupine wanders through the woods at |‘ silently and cautiously he, with a dex-
all tirqe- and seasons, the while giv-|terous twist of his paw, turns
|!\g voice to his feelings in a succes- porcupine over, thereby exposing the
sion of grunts, groans and monotoned throat and the cqually unprotected
wvhmeﬁ, each one pleasing and melo ‘underparts. It is an extraordinary
dloua'u the perpetual plaint of the!ci cumstance that the quills of the
chronic pessimist. The porcupine ha!:porn'upil.\-, capable of deadly hurt to
no fear of man and as a rule makes | most creatures, are apparently harm-
no eﬂort to avoid his presence. His!less to the ﬁ\he]z (jum.x which are
enemies amongst the birds and beasts | swallowed passhihrough the intestines
are but few. With a desire for soli without damaging these vital organs.
tude and seclusion he preserves an Others which become attached to the
armed neutrality towards every crea Iskin and flesh of the fisher do not pro-

80 doing suffers more or less serious

injury.

v pS PEC! 3 a - ! . b

Iture “hfv respects his wishes and!duce the usual inflammation, but in
eaves him alone course of time cither work out or else
LACKING IN BEAUTY become encysted under the hide. So

T long a s 9 Richardsor
The porcupine is to be found '”'L u':u ul 1829 Richards=or ll}f\ emin

1t naturs vh v )

throughout the coniferous forest area ;" uralist who was with Sir John

“ranklin . t s Kplors
of Canada. It is entirely lacking in II g 0.“ t]lu o h-west DS
beauty and grace, having a clumay SRS, '"fmvf" :\‘;n mad ‘H i" "". <
thapeless-looking body set upon short 85 for the flesh of the

stubby legs. [n walking the fect are

placed flat on the ground in like ma FALLS A VicTIM.

ner to the raccoon and the hear., When Wheu the curcless camper sets the
travelling, “Spiney” never changes Woods ht most of the wild crea
gear, because he has o one speed Ures seek safety in flight. The porcu

and that slow
tip of the
measures
weight of

From the
a full-grown uimal
ut three feet and has a
from 12" to 20

08¢ to the Pine, being slow und sluggish, has no
neans of escape and falls a vietim to

tail

or flame.
Fhe porcupi

pounds ne is destructive to for

When winter is nearing, the members 5t Rrowth, feeding as it does on the
of this family ure vsually “hog fat” inner bark of trees, particularly that
and at such times may scule as high 8f the sprace und pine. 1n obtaining

this

us 40 pounds. The poreupine is of a food it girdles the tree, and in
dull brownish color, shading, in many this way is capable of des ying val-
instances, into a near blach The uable timber. [t is fond of hemlock

eyes are small and lustreless, the face 'Wiks and esteems lily pads u great
duil and unattractive The front delicacy. Tu orchard regions it helps
tecth are of a deep orunge color, and 15¢!f to upples und other fruite, In

being long and chisel sharp are well the Rocky Mountains it feeds largely
adag o the tree-gnawing hahite of O0 the leaves and steins of the great
the animal willow herb or fire weed
STRIKING PECULIARITY Possessing an inordinate love for
Vhe most striking pecaliarity about "'_'!L porcupine does con ~‘_1"'d_')|"
the porcupine is the specialized da | 4K€ “""‘""“i camps in satisfying
velopment of the under fur into craving for this substance.q.It i
sharp-poinied quills. These quills ave “""I"’ part to & meal of hm'"»'.s.\
white with black tips and the body of 2 her, apparently finding nourish

ment in the salty grease and oil with
which the belts and straps are oc
sionally anointed.

The family life of the porcupine is
somewhat obscure and but little {s
known concerning its mating habits
The young, born in April or May, are
amazingly large and well developed
ed they are raised by muscular con i"'irl'l:_”h‘, I.h re:uohn ok his 'l’mr-iw
traction into an almost impenetrable :‘p m.[{( “.”kn:”jlw“-t : el i ‘: =
nrra.}_: ‘Irtv' hr\hllmg dagger points, from I’u‘":n :\:‘:x:]‘;r‘ivl\‘::: “:‘”d!{':-oix"(']“"
one-half inch to over three inches.. - & i =

or ing himeelf in a lofiy .
Those on the tail are shorter hut are m su'vu ¢ 9 L0y stee o
set more closely. They are so slightly I?_:T{‘,:?“,T;ih';w?n.‘mf?,',fl.m;]f nfd'lmllo‘u
attached that when the points touch without ‘~h T it SR S Mlmrcs
and enter the skin of u molesting sleeping ;‘l::'a i: ;’:l' . l‘{k“ h}“lr“e
ben.\': or bird they are at once freed § “F Bollow log w?m")“";"‘.“’ "5
at the base. Each quill is so barbed i i
o tail out, the slumbering animal ia i
that, being et in the hide or flesh little danger from a :'Jr rise ,(: ”‘:
of another animal, they can only be and is seld ¢ h Proe aitas
extracted by the exercise of consider The '(.n“(:::"; "‘l_'flulo ':!;Pmlilk
s B 4 S 8 1
:.hb(::n:gld“imr:m: .':':h "(;:'m “.l;‘";.: is 1wry small, if indeed it has un;:‘u:;,
ovic ex.' '#ue. In the embroidery of coats
::g‘ih"u::' .l“fllmbi};!;:::m':;\orkb e‘; end moccasine the quills “wore u:ed
o i o f 0l ’ i by the women of the Indian tribes, |
outwards from the quill stem | Dyed with roots, berri |
a Thde porcupine ean not and there lichens they “.‘,,Z wo'r‘l::‘-:'in’::rk' -
ore does not “throw” its quills, Nor s . : ooy
:)e:“:\e cl\.'\:'l up into a ball when ut- ;?l‘::ﬁ“ p‘:l"‘.‘t{er.n:“’:‘vrhirh Were nfve |
th;ult‘ i "“:;:"oh‘:g:; f:z::";""". "-’l When all has been said and written
Bols b Giker § log. Then with arched| u'wro ,!Ill remains the problem of
back and with feet firmly wot he erects l\u-‘:lur;,:'une ':d Place for this quaint
& formidable array of needle-sharp e o
splkes and awaits the onset of his! ¢
enemy. His weapon of offence la ﬂul Rm fot Growth of Aulo—
tall, in very truth a murderous blud- | mobile Production.
geon. When an assailant ventures 1. Time-saving Is & major fuctor (g
within range, this olub tail with its modern business,
myriad stinging '-hﬂ':l "’"l""' Jith) "3 People are tiring of the cfties:
an lmll‘ln" T{h-wd and usually “con- | the car s the real eatate insurance of
u‘elu'-_ rapid movement of the 1o suburban home.
:. probably been responsible for 3. The farmer s fnsisting on having |
widespread belief that the porcu- quick Individual transporiation be. |
pine “shoots” its quille. tween farm and town.
GREAT ARMAMENT. 4. The automobile serves the in-

With such an efficient armament it, stinctive traveMmpulse of & pi

might reasonably be inferred that the' people

the animal is almost entirely covered
and protected by them, only the mue
tle, the belly and the legs being ex
’de Interspersed with, and over
ying the quills are long coarse hairs
of a pale yellow color. The quills le
flat on the body at normal times, bhut
when the bearer is disturbed or s n

a

order to

‘eme hunger, the

give!

perform |

].n.a # speaker and in recent lahor
|erings in England has been regarded

sible

|

|

l

|

| Probably the most romantic

to form one
Miss Bondfield, who is fifty-one year

of age, but looks many years younger,
fs an example of what a woman may
[he,.‘umin by the exercise of a combina

[tlon of brains and charm. She is one
| of the pioneer women leaders of Eng
;luml, and has fnvaded domains there

to denied to women und has excelled

in many of them e
| Miss Bondfield has a delightful face

rere sweetness of character
| the unique gift of being able to quots
|statistics and make them sound
romance. She has magnetic qualities

gath

radlating good w!ll and expreseing a

She has

like

figure |
the wolverine at-!In the British political fleld to-day is
tacks and kills the porcupine, but m:.\!argare( Bondfield, the charming wo
man who will probably become Minis-
ter of Health in the Ramsay MacDon
ald cabinet should he be called upon

At thirteen she

and two years

war teaching schod

later became a clerk

or of

heing the first woman “to Le
named to the Parliamentary Commit-

tee of the Trade Union Congress, and
Is now the president of the General
Council of the Cougress and is in !

for the Hresidency of the next Traid
Union Congress, an honor unique in
the history of the labor

For a woman to have reached thes:
official heightts & tood, for thought
The fact that she {8 loved by all her

associates I« still more amazing. She
had much in commen with the wife of
Ramsay MacDonald, and the two wo-
men were fast (rier and co-worker
They the SWeslnoss
and earnest loyalty, and the same
biticus for laboring women and 1
Labor party to which they were hoth
devoted
Miss
in histori
epoch in
movement

possesend same

Bondfield's
Westminster will
ihe history of the

The pictures ahove show

o offic
mark an
wor

accession

as the catstanding figure. She epeaks  in a dry goods shop and later went in Miss Bondfield, and also a view of the
in a low musical voice, hus never lost|to the rame work In the British capi- home of the “Mother of Parliament
control of her vofce or her emotions | tai, where she became intereste d in . wher n the o e of history
and has that saving grace -humor, the labor m wement ar n demon- many p . ave b e
which she Insttlls into awkward sitna tad her orguniz'y i or 1 1 t jemacrati
Lons Of receni yeurs she earned the ho o tuilov
Three Awards for Life Saving. “;lir‘g a Dng‘ble
| A bulletin issued by Prov al Head , L
lquarters of <7 v Seon A 8500 I ol i ¢ UiD RNy k
[ tlon, Toronto, nes ' g 2% § g ‘,‘
| afr ), st
| Y] ot r n Al
& the sta 1'd be maudl
hanga
fc \ ' re
i i bable o
Ao \‘w o g g (I ized 1o hold
When (he Ice Breaks. |Beata g = " " “J"' veen fl n' 1
Ihe hoy who knows what (o do when | gon. a ; 3 t
the fce breaks may, bhecause of his Fhe Gilt Cross t \ssistant Scout o "
knowledge, be able (o suve either his [ master J.S. Richards, age 20. 1st Lit . ““1"‘“’ t atie
own life or the life of a friend | tle Current Troop, for the rescu: from nd 'n ,‘ < ;‘.‘ Tt ) n ,,. '
I'he Jannary issue of “The Scout | drowning of Cect! Hall, who had fu fin-ahit Al‘j m:Jn f "‘ .M plas .\ o
Lead carries  som particnlariy | with his bieycle from a whart ¢ Litile swivel arrangement sel in 1} 1 of
timely advice to Scoutr ers in con- j( .vrnn!. the mast lhis swivel, moving fres
#enLion with tealping their-boys:in jco S8 Rilrar e R L LR permits the flying eraft to swing
accident prevention, and the mu.'rvn' Allen, age 1%, S( ¢ rge’s  Troop the wind, much as a ship swings to it
of “Boys' Life” gives Boy Scout | Peterborough, tor diving from ¢ bridee Y n & tideway When the
1 rs the following simple commou- | and attempilng escie a Migs Gunn t;;ll’ s 1 bo Moored she nosks dois
sense directions which should be iun|from drowning Allen reached 1 toward the mast, drops her cabis
the mind of everybody who indulges in | secured Miss Gunn as she came to tha Eiohnd, shi ARIGAR takb: 1h Wb
winter sports :lm'fmo after sinking, both were sw Pkt 1o tha cabiis o8 Ih6. mast sl
Alwars be prepared te Malp & por- | SURJ B7 B SUIOHE cHIInt. sRd Were gu oy (, chen taken up by 8 Wt
sun wlro has broken through or fallen u""u"-“""": “hfn finally brought driven winoh on the ground
into & hole In the fice gu'h Sru\nl"'h“"‘ by Gordon Thomas | After belng secured to the mast it
shounld carry a guard-rope while skat i %0- - | 1a tound the airship rides bett he
Ing. Tn case of accldent the rope end | Muucmnl Are Better ?u:n.l if ballast s ecast out
I8 tied around the walst of the 181 3
who, flat on his stomach, hitches as Thinkers. H Vi s
close to the adge of e hole as he can.!| Ona of the clalus ade for music s Being Bu.y'
Here. he grasps the wrists of the per.|that it quickens the mental processes ) e i
son fn the wuter while his cowpanton | This contention s right Whes people tell one anothe i
" both out of danger Iu case| Btudents of music are invaricbly 1a%y. ave iy "’" gty
@ companion Is not present the res- (better wdvanced fu the thinking line (heY are Ukeiy to o, e
uer holds one end of the rope and they usually L@

throws tho othe: end to the person in
the water If the persou s not strong
enough to grasp the rope. it i pos
sfble  to pass one end of the rope
around your own I !y and the other
one around & tree on the shore and
craw! 1o the person who has hroken
through the fce

“There are other wethods whereby
u skater may he .eached whn has
hroken through ths fce

“A coat sweater, or shirt may be

used when crawling on the fco to make
4 rescue Get close enough for the
pverson to grasp the article with which
to glve him purchase
the victim emerges from bis lcy bath
A flat board is very good to distribute
weight and gives the surest kind of a
platform on which & person can draw
Limsel? to safety. Brokea trees and
suplings cun be thrown to the vietim
aud be so arranged across the hole by
himself that he can rest on the sapling
and extricate himself from his difficult
position. In case you hreak through
and go completely under the lce, open
your eyes and look above so that when
You come up you cau head for the
brightest spot of light ecast by the
break In the fce.

“If you fall in the waler, no matter
low cold the weather, bulld & fire or
€0 to some shelter, take off all your
clothing and wring it out dry as pos-
You will be warmer afterward.”

Slide back as|

|than those who have no interest in
musical affair
soclatior

Furthermore, our as
th musicians has

chused

Us to marvel at the alertness of the!
ninds when applied to problems other
than  wmusie At repartee none Is
quicker than the tongue of the mual-
clun Von Bulow's wit, for example
:“un inetantanecus His rivals could

| never got the best of him. Of oue of
Willlam Bterndale Bennett's composi
tions Le once swid: "It {s 8o much like
Mendelssohin that oue might lave
| thouglhit 8ir Julius Benedict had writ.
ten 1t.” Of Mascagni Lie sald: “He has
[In his predecessor, Verd!, his own suc
| cessor, who will live long after him."”
Once when salling on an ocean liner
he looked lougingly at the musiclans |
and remarked: “How lucky those fel
lows are? They cun eat their lunch
without music.”

Von Bulow was ouly one \)! thous- |
ande of musicians whose wits Mu'
sparkled continuously {
-

A portion of the old Roman wall of
london has recently been uncourod;
in Hounsditch. It Is 8 ft. 9 ins, thick,
faced with squared stones, and filled |
with smaller stones, over which oe-
ment had been poured.

|

When someone was complaining
ia, an Irish ded

able
sarily to be engaged In anything worth

And yet to he busy s not noces

while g busy and working

by no means synonymous T dis
paruging  expression  “a  busybod

arose from a perception of that fa

Peopie who
constantly

no time or

keep themselves pretiy
ovecupied with work bave
Inclination for mischief
making yet people can  busy them
selves In making mischief. They can
busy themselves too In waye that do
no speeial bariw to others and that are
yot futile und frivolous. A great many
prople, for example, are busy perform
Ing =ocial wcts and rites that have no
particular value

Being busy in the sense of heing
constantly occupled with the little
complications in the web of Iife s
harassing and discouraging form of

uctivity, says » writer in Youth's Com
panion Yot nowadays people give
more time aud effort to the attempi
to deal with such complicatious thau
ever before--because the complics
tions are more numerous and (utrl.
cate.

The persons who &re busy wmost of
the time on productive, Imteresting
work of some kind, and who do not
aliow the element of busyness to In
vade their boum of recreation aad re-
have a sound philosephy ot

a sure cure for it. “Go to bed,” he

said, “an’ shlape it off1”

Hfe and are living in accordance wita
it




