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RUSSIA PREPARES FO

R GREAT OFFENS|

BICEERON
e

VE THRUST ON RIGA

erman Socialists Demand Abandonment of Germany’s Policy of

Conquest

RUSSIA PREPARES FOR A SWEEPING
OFFENSIVE ARAINST TH F

A

Equipped With Great Quantities of

Munitions, and

Rese-ves, She Will Renew Bat*le

London, Jan. 9.—The Russians are preparing to launch a
oreat new offensive in the Riga sector. according to a Copen-
hagen despatch to the Exchange Telegraph Company, quoting
German newspaper correspondents on the eastern front.
Russian troops are said to be equipped with great quantities of
munitions and backed by large reserves.
of Riga the artillery fire is reported to have now become ex-

tremely violent. The weather i
try covered with snow.

correspondent of the Taeg-
liche Rundschau says that the Rus-
sians attempted a surprise attack
on Sunday near the Riga bridgehead.
Great masses of the attackers, with
white shirts over their uniforms,
sueceeded during a violent snow-
storm, in entering the German tren-
ches on a front of a thousand metres.
The correspondent says that evi-
dently an attempt was being made
to break through the road betwecn
Mitau and Riga. The Germans, see-
ing the danger, -sent all available xe-
serves into the battle, which reached
a piteh of tremendous fury. The
two armies fought with bomb. and

The

Backed by Large

The
Near Nitau and south

s frosty and clear and the coun-

bayonets unti! sunset, when, accord-
ing to the correspondent, the Rus-
sians retreated to their previous
positions over snow that had been
reddened with blood.

Russians Active.

Berlin, Jan. 9.—via Sayville.—
The Russians renewed their attacka
vesterday on the northern end of the
Russo-Galician front, near the Guif
of Riga. Today's officia: report says:

“The Rugsians during a heavy

T

NEW
£ ON TE RiGA

FORTY PERSONS
ARRESTED N ROME

Charged With Complicity in
Destruction. of Two
Battleships

VATICAN OFFICIAL

——

Is Among.Those Charged
With Conspiracy in the
Matter

Rome, Jan. 9.—More than 40 per-
sons are now imprisoned as a result
of the investigations into the de-
struetion in September, 1915, and
August, 1916, respectitvely, of the
Ttalian Dbaittleships Bendette DBrin
and Leonardo De Vinei. The latter
was blown up in Tarainto harbor and

snowstorm succeeded in recapturing
the small island of Glaudon, north of ;
Ilukst, *taken from them on- gan-
uary 4. A further Russian :lf!‘.'ar.t'rl
against the west hank of the Dvina
was prevented.

beeper Conviction of
the Ultimate Victory

Come to Premier
sult‘ of Allied C

By Couricr Leased Wire, !
fan. 9.—\Whnile on his way
Paris from the Rome con-
the Entente Allies, Pre-
mier Briand made the following
statement at Turin to a correspond-
ent of The Petit Journal:

““All the chiefs of the Allied Gov-
ernments decided yo maintain the
strictest reserve as to the character
and scope of the decisions reached
at the conference. 1 may say, how-
ever, that during the discussions we
found that an absolute agreement
existed among the allies. We de-
cided to accentuate still further the
co-ordination of our efforts.

“‘Sueh wag the principal object of
the conference, and it has been real-
ized. 1 am personally highly satis-
fied with the results of our meatings,
and after the conference at Rome 1
have more than:ever a deep con-
viction of our ultimate victory.”

After the premier’s arrival in

Has

-

Paris,
back to
ference ofl

Briand, of France, as Re- .
onference in Rome |

'
operations on the Macedonian frouft ‘
and concerning greater and morve ef-|
fective unity in the direction of the
war. :

“Ag regards Greece,” this news-
paper says, ‘‘ITtaly accepted the
point of view of her allies after hav-
ing obtained the explanations she
desired. The agreement as to the
operations in Macedonia also is com-
plete, thanks largely to the presence
of General Sarrail (the Intente
commander on the Macedonian
front) and General Cadorna (the
Ialian commander in chief) and
Great Britain, Russia, France and
Italy will apply one policy toward
Greece and toward making the neec-
essary effort at Saloniki.

“We are obliged to maintain the
closest reserve as to the orgnnizaT
tion of allied resources in men anc
material as well as their distribu-
tion among the different sectors of
the gingle front, but we can say that

Paris another brief council was .h_elfi
by French ministers in .the waiting
room at the railroad terminus.

The Petit Parisien says the Rome
conference considered three ques-
tions:

Concerning Greece, in regprd to
which Italy hitherto had made cer-
tain reservations, concerning the

INDIAN REVOLT
PLOTTED N US

German  Agents There
Scheme War of Murder
and Rapine
JENT S

9.—Seventeen Of
/in the supple-
connection

London, Jan.
the accused persons
mentary trial held in
with Lahore
sentenced last week,
News despatch from Caleutt
Qix received death sentences,

says a Central
a to-day.

w

Weather Bulletin

Toronto, Jan. 9.
B A moderate dis-
turbance is cen-
red over Georg-
f jan Bay and a few
snow _ falis nave
oceurred in On-
-tario and westera
Quebec,
other parts of the
Dominion the
weather has been
fair. .

MAN TO STAY
AROCLND ROME ON

‘/A'OHD\Y
ol ==

Forecasts
Southwest winds
s cloudy with local
“Zi :.» | falls of snow’ and

immie rain. Wednesday,

westerly winds generally fair.

conspiracy case were

one

as sentenced fo transportation for

while in’

cchanges of material among thg al-
'fi‘\ecdhrlcr;%mtries will be intensified
| methodieally and regularly. As %o
leffectives. the decisions natu'rally are
I hound up with the plans of aCtl.Of\
!discussed at the meetines which
were held by military c!nets apart
from the political conferences in

i Rome.

—_—— e

life, and ‘the others
tterms of imprisonment.

In delivering the judgment‘ the
court says the despateh, indicated
that Manila was still an ac.ti\'e cen-
ter of revolutionary activity, but
that the United States remained the
chief center of the ‘movement, it be-
ing fostered, it was said, by German
consular agents.

«wWe are fully satisfied that the
United States has become the chief
center of the movement,” declared
the court’s opinion, as quoted in the
despatch. “The overthrow of the
British Empire in India was plan-
ned and discussed when the Euro-
pean war broke out, and many In-
dians sailed from the United States.
The enemy’s plan was to bring about
a war of murder and rapine.”’

Body of Man
Found on Train

wire.

were given

By Courier Leased

London, Jan. 9.—The body of an
unknown middle-aged man, appar-
ently an American, was found in a
compartment of an express train
from the south, which arrived at
Carlisle Monday morning. A large
sum of money was found in the
clothing, and also a letter, which,
from the instructions on the envel-
ope, apparently had been handed to
him when he embarked ait New York
on December 30. The envelope bears

the address:

“pattrick Cotter, care American

248 men perished.

Licut.-Gen. Cadovna, chiel of staff
came to Rome on.Thursday to attend
a meeting of the cabinet which was
held for the purpose ol deciding up-
on the disposition of the prisoners,
but the question has become a poli-
tical one from the introduetion into
the case of the name of one of the
officials of the Vatican.

An - Italian named Ambrogetti.
who was among those charged with
being implicated in the destruction

!of the warships eclaims to be the fin-
{ancial agent of Monsignor

Gerlach,
Pope Benedict’s chamber-

lain.

private

An Austrian

Mgr. Gerlach is an Austrian, and
according to information here, was
once a cavalry officer, who became
a. priest and won the favor of the
pfesent pope when the latter was a
cardinal. He was the bearer of the
red hat .from the pope to the three
French ecardinals who were appoint-
ed at the December consistory.
It has been learned that Mgr. Gar-
lach, previous to Italy’s entry into
the war, was interested in a pro-
Austrian paper at Vittoria, of
which Ambrogetti was manager.
The Italian authorities have learn-
ed details of the plot which ended
in the destruction of two battleships
from the Italian author, Archita Val-
ente, who was arrested some months
ago. The suspicion that the explo-
sions on the ships were due to a
conspiracy, originated from the fact
that certain naval machinists were
aboard the ships at the time of their
destruction, and on each occasion
escaped uninjured. They were fol-
lowed to Valente’s house in Rome
and were then arrested.

NAVE THE BABY
L0V GEDRGE

Many Parents Call Their
Offspring After Brit-
ain’s New Premier
This Year

L

Toronto, Jan. 8.—Lloyd Gearze
leads among the unusual Curistiac
names given the 295 babies wiose
births have been registerea at tae
city clerk’s office since the openmn
of the year, but there can be no mzs-
taking the nationality or patrior’sm
of the parents who have christenea
their babies by such names =»
Bruce, St. Julien, Loyal Jack, “er-
dun, Elizabeth Mary, Dougias Ha:zg,
and Patricia. Three of the  basws
bear the name of Britain’s premier.

VICE-ADMIRAL
WARRENDER DEAD

.-._—@__- :
Was Commander-in-Chief
of Plymouth Naval
Station

—
London, Jan. 8.—Vice-Admiral
Sir George Warrender died in Lon-
don today.

According to the latest availabie
British navy list, Sir George War-
render was commander-in-chief of
the Plymouth naval station. Earser
in the present war he was commaii-

Steamship Company, Pier 52, North

River, New York.” 5
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der of the second battle squaaron.
He was 66 years old. {

Greece Agrees
With Wilson

By Courier Leased Wire.

Athens, Jan, 8, —via [Lon-
don, Yan. 9.—1'2.45 p.m.—The
official renlv of the Greek Gov-
ernment to President Wilson's
peace mote was communicated
to~day to the American minis-
ter at Athens. The reply asserts
that Greece agrees with the
President’s effort in behalf of
peace.

GERMANS 0SF
N OFFENSIVE

Repulsed by Russians With
Loss of an Island and
Several Guns

——
By Courier Leased Wire.

Petrograd, Jan. 9.-—via London.

—German troops on the northern
end -of the Russian front launched
an offensive on the positions south
of Lake Babbit in the Riga region
recently taken by the Russians, but
according to today's war office an-
nouncement, were thrown under the
fire of the Russian guns and infan-
try counter-attacks.
The Russians by a surprise atiack
recaptured the island of Glaudon
which they lost recently and took
seven machine guns and four trench
mortars from the Cermans after-
wards repulsing a counter-attack.

WINDSOR S
NADE PROGRESS

Populai:ion Increased in
Past Year by Over 2,000

Windsor, Jan. 8.— The assess-
ment report for the year just pro-
pared by Assessment Commissioner
Black shows Windsor, during 1916
made the greatest strides since 1is
incorporation as a city twenty-five
years ago. I'or the year the popul-
ation has inereased by 2,362 per-
sons, and now numbers 26,524 whil2
the assessment values increasel
from $24,306,000 to $26,449,000.
There was a corresponding increa":
in the value of building permits
taken out, the total for the year b=-
ing $1,500,000.

Norwegian
Ships Sunk

London, Jan. 9—Lloyds announce
that the Norwegian Steamer Borg-
holm, 1,719 tons, is believed to have
been sunk. A despatch to Reuter’s
from Bergen says that the small
Norwegian Steamer Markiand - has
been sunk.

Huns Fa;led to
Raid Trench

By Courier Leased Wire.

Paris, Jan. 9.—(noon)—North of
the Oise, after a lively bombardment
last night, the Germans atiempted
unsuccessfully to raid a French
trench north of Ribecourt, the war
office announced today. On the rest
of the front calm prevailed during
the night.

Greek Troops
are Withdrawn

By Courier Leased Wire.

Athens, via London, Jan. 9.—The
withdrawal of Greek troops from
Thessaly has virtually been complet-
ed. Women armed with rifies re-
placing guards on the raiiroads,
bridges and passes.

Allied Ships
are Sunk

By Courier Leased Wire.

London, Jan. 9.—The sinking of
three steamers of Entente national-
ity, two of them vassels of more than
2,500 tons, is announced by Lloyds
shipping ageney. They are the
French steamer Alphonse Conseil, of
1,591 tons; the British steamer
Lesbian, of 2,555 tons, built in 1915
and the' Japanese steamer Chinto
Maru of 2,536 tons. !

TRAINS CANCELLED.
By Courier Leased Wire.

Montreal, Jan. 9.—The temporary
reduction in passenger train sekvice
on the Grand Trunk Railway to fac-
ilitate freight movements calls for
the cancellation of trains /between
Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec. The

reduced service becomes effective on
January 14, 1917,

EAIARSALL BB AL

GERARD GAVE.
GERMNY VARNI

This is View of Manchester
.Guardian on the Ambas-
sador’s Speech

PRESENT POLICY
~——
Must Not Become More Ex-
treme, or Danger Will
Ensue

SRR
London, Jan. 9.—(Follow Berlin,
Gerard)—The Manchester Guardian
in its comment on Ambassador Ger-
ard’s speech in Berlin, says it re-
gards it as a plain warning to Ger-
many. .
“The versions of the speech de-
serve careful study,” the newspaper
declares, “because théy throw a good
deal of lgiht on the inner mind of
diplomats,” After quoting the ver-
sion of the Ambassador’s remarks in
which he is made to say that so long
as Germany’'s destiny is conducted
by her present leaders he did not fear
that the relations between Germany
and the United States would suffer.
The Guardian continues:
“That is the diplomatic way of say-
ing that if more extreme parties
came into power, or if the present
rulers of Germany yielded to their
clamar, he would not like to say what
might happen. - Evidently Mr. Ger-
ard is anxious to support the chan-
cellor and his associates against the
attacks of the von Tirpitz clique and
wild annexationists, and he is anx-
ious to do that because he thinks the
triumph of the opposition would
mean very serious trouble between
Germany and the United States It is
important' that the English people
should understand the angle at which
Mr. Gerard stands.”

CONTRIBUTION
FROM WINDSOR

Mr. Robert Henry, ex-
Brantfordite, of Promin-
ence, Sends to Bel-
gian Relief

___&_—

Another indication that the appeal
for financial assistance for the Bel-
gians is not going unheeded, was
the following letter received from
Mr. Robert Henry, of Windsor, a
former resident of this city.

“I have read the circular letter
nish a parallel.

of the Board of Trade with m'}c_h in-
terest, in connection with the sup-
port of the families belonging to the
brave Belgian nation, who have suf-
fered so much because of the cruel
treatment they have received, treat-
ment so savage and brutal that the
history of the world does not fur-

Would willingly contribute more
but the demands upon us are num-
erous, but all for worthy purposes.
I enclose card.”

The following additional monthly
pledges have been received: Pra-
viously acknowledged, $24.50;
Burnley Bros., $2; Robert Henry,
$1.00.

FAILED 10 U5t
WAR STAMPS

Merchants Pay $50
Fihe Each

Stratford, Ja. 8.—Three local
merchants, James Bremner, A, Sep-
rth and H. J. Near, were this aftec-
noon fined $50 each and §3 costs
for selling articles subject to war
tariff without affixing the requirsd
stamps. Bremner sold a bottle »i
Florida water, value 25 cents; Sea-
rih ten cents worth of health salts
and Near a bottle of Castoria for
thirty cents. Inspector Dakir, Inlani
Revenue Officer, laid the charges.
Bremner runs a notions store aal
the other two dealers fined are groc-
ers. X

RN,

And as Result Stratford
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the prospect of a continuance

only course left is to maintain
maximum effort.
ply to President Wilson’s note,

Demand Peace

London, Jan. 9.—(New York Sun
cable)—The German Social Demo-
crats are circulating petitions to be
sent to Chancellor von Bethmann-
Hollweg demanding that Germany
give up all plans of conquest and
make peace at once. One of these
petitions was found on a German sol-
dier taken prisoner on the Somme
within the, last two weeks. It fol-
lows:

“To the inhabitants of Altenburg.
You will soon be visited by delegates
of the Social Democratic party, re-
questing you to sign the following
petition for peace:

“To the Imperial Chancellor, Her

Vienna, Jan. 8.—via London.—The Austrian press
abandoned all hope of peace negotiations and discusses calmly

von Bethmann-Hollweg, the

AUSTRIA NOW DESPAIRS OF PEACE; GERMAN

SOCIALISTS MAKE STRONG DEMAND FOR 1T

While the Dual Monarchy Gives up
Hope, German Socialists Insist on
Abandonment of Policy of Conquest

has

of the war. Emperor Charles'

order to the army. informing the soldiers that the Entente had
refused to accept the central powers’ peace offer, is accepted as
final and editorial comment is confined to pointing out that the

the struggle with the country’s

No results are expected from the Allies’ re-

and, the chapter of the present

peace efforts is considered closed.

under-
signed demand that the speediest
possible end be made to the war
which has devastated Europe for
more than two years, imposing en-
ormous sacrifices in blood and money
upon all the belligerent countries.
The undersigned reject all plans
of conquest, which not only prolong
the war, but also contain the germ
of new wars.

“They demand that the govern-
ments of the Central powers declare
them'selves ready to conclude a
peace, which will guarantee to the
empire its political independence
and territorial integrity and freedom
for its economic development.”

New York, Jan. 9.—A cable to
The Tribune from London says:

For perhaps the first time in the
war real anxiety is being manifested
in Britain over the situation In tae
Balkans. Public interest is now
divided between the Macedonian
problem and the new loan, botia of
which have a direct bearing on the
question of the early settlement of
hostilities. :

Over the week-end a lively fight
developed between the easterners
and the ‘westerners which means
that behind scenes forces more pow-
erful than the press are locked in
serious debate. Rumors that King
Constantine of Greece is planning an
open attack on Sarrail’s forces creat-

others confidence was expressed tiat
the Allies could hold the situation
well in hand. It is believed that
Lloyd George and Briand have re-
ceived strong assurances from Italy
that she will prosecute the war vig-
orously until the Central Powers ave
ready to make concessions satisfac-
tory to all the Allies, but whether
these assurances include a pledge
by Italy to play a more important

Concern in Britain
Over Balkan Situation

For First Time During the War
Felt Over the Macedonian Outlook

ed alarm in some quarters, though in |

o

Genuine Anxiety is

part in Macedonia, only future ev-
ents will show.

The same elements of the press
that were responsible for the un-
horsing of Asquith are nhow vigor-
ously assailing the Salonica expedi-
tion on the ground that it is dissip-
ating the strength of the Allies and
is impossible of big success, because
of transportation difficulties.

Lloyd George is an easterner and
Briand was largely responsible for
the original expedition so any
change in the Balkan situation, such
as the withdrawal of the expedition-
ary forces of the Allies would am-
ount fo a complete ‘‘about face” for
the leaders of the two governments.

While the allied heads are ex-
changing views and pledges, trem-
endous preparation is being made
here to launch the new loan. There
are high expectation8 for realizing a
sum unprecedented in the world’s
finances.

RE-ELECTED.
By Courier Leased Wire.

Chicago, Jan. 9.—Joseph B. Grif-
fith, was chosen president of the
Chicago Board of Trade to succeed
himself.

s
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Cartoon by Sam Hunter in Toronto World




