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A day of thought ; snggestive themes
By mspiration’s pages given, "

While rays of light, the Spirit's beams,
Disclose the truth and love and heaven. i

A day of worship, multitudes] |
In boliest fellowship agree, |
Not worshipping as many gods, f
But one alone in persons three. ;

A day of mercy, gospel truth,
From myriad pulpits sweetly rings ;
To hoary heads, and smiling youth,
The sent of God a message brings.

A day of grace and sweet delight,

The Saviour feasting with his saints ;
The weak receive increasing might,

The tried forget their beart's complaints.

A day of rest, emblem of heaven ;
Refreshing body, cheering mind ;

No other day among the seven,
8o fraught with blessings to mankind.

A day for earth, trom olden time ;
For once at least a sinless day ;
Bat since, bow oft a day of crime ;
How strange that judgments should delay.

A days of vows, uttered and psid;
Of mercy sought, of sin confessed ;
Of pardons graciously conveyed,
To those who in the Saviour trust.

Day-of the Lord, not juiguent day,
Yot ours, through our long-suffering Christ ;
O may those hours that haste awayy
Be henceforth ever duly prized.
G. 0. H.
Canning, 1873.

THE LATE JOHN FERNLEY, ESQ.,

Funeral Address By the Rev. Dr, Jobson.

The Rev. Dr. Jobson said that their deceased
friend, whose bodily remains were then in the
midst of them, had led, for the most part, a
retired life, in which through many years he
was free from the excitement and turmoil ot the
world at large; so that there were no striking
events, or stirring incidents, to be spcken of in
connection with him; and, knowing Mr.
Fernley's strong and lasting aversion to parade
in anything, and especially to landatory words
upon himself and -his doings, it would be an
offence against the known wishes of the de-
ceased, as well as against the solemnities of the
occasion, if the least c¢xay gérdtion were indul-
ged while speakiog of bim and his deeds. His
was a life of quiet conscientious goodne:s, in
which he sought to do the will ot God, and to
promote the highest weltare of mankind. His
first and great preparaticn for it was found in
the renewal of his soul in righ:eousness by the
Holy Ghost whea a youth in Stockport—the
place where he was born and in which be was
brought up-~he relied by peaitent faith upon
the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Obeying the Saviour's injunction, ** Seek first
the kingdom of Ged and his righteousness,” he
amply realised the fulfilment of the gracious
promise annexed to it—that all thisgs needful
for this life ‘‘shall be added unto you.”
Favoured by Divine Providence at the beginn-
ing of lite, and blessed in his business partner-
ships, be was able, in comparatively early years,
to leave commereial pursuits, and to devote
himself to what was more congenial to his per-
sonal tastes and desires. His marriage union,
too, with the eldest daughter ot Mr. James
Wood, of Grove-house, Manchester, broughk:
him into happy and favoured associations; not
only by uniting him to a strong-minded and
highly accomplished Christian lady,in whom he
found loving and congenial companionship, bat
also by bringing bim immediately into a circle
of relatives ard friends where, by intelligent
intercourse, and examples of large-hearted
goodness, be could not fail to be stimulated to
thoughtful and generous service in the cause
of God. His (the speaker's) first intimate
friendship with the deceased dated back to that
period—a friendship which, as reminded by
Mr. Fernley again and again of late, had never
been ruffied by a single incident during the
protracted period of thirty-seven years. He
found bim at the time referred to a resident in
Manchester, rejoicing in hws position, aiter
haviag been blessed with the ministrations of
such eminent men as Jabez Bunting, Richard
Watson, John Hannah, Peter M'Owan, and
others, and exulting in the opportunity opening
to him tor usefulness in the Charch. But sul-
fering is a part of the process employed by the
Almighty in preparing his people for honour-
able service. They of the world would say,
* Blessed is he who escapes severe trial,” but
the Divine Being affirms, ** Blessed is be who
eondureth tempation ;" and we who believe in
God and His truth ‘ count them happy that
endure.” It was so with the departed friend
now spoken of. A beavy stroke of trial fell
upon him in the death of his only and most
lovely child, whose tzbernacled monument of
marble and stone stood in yonder cemetery to
which they were going. Other trials came
upon him which bowed bim down with deep
sorrow and anguisb. And irom that period to
the end of lite he had scarcely ever been free
from dowestic or personal suffering. But be
bore all accumulation of trials with meek sub-
mission betcre God, until patience bad in him
its perfect work, and until, as a Christian,
ready for the Master's will, he ultimately seem-
ed perfect and entire, lacking nothing. From
his youth up he bad beefi more er less employ-
ed in tbe ,Cburch to which he belonged—in
schools, for missions, and tor other iastitugjons
and objects. In the year 1832 or 1833 he be-
came joint treasurer with bis friend Mr. Heald
of the Cbapel Loan Fund for the Conbexion as
tben instituted ; and the value of the service be
rendered in that office to Methodism could only
be duly estimated by those who were asseciated
with bim at the time. It is almost impossible
for Metbodists of the present generation fully to
appreciate the weight of crushing pressure
upon the Connexion removed by the vigoraus
and timely service in which their now departed
friend took so pr i t and rep ible a M
and in which be personally laboured daily, and
often at nights, through ing months aod
years. But, though serving the at

| bad gone forth 1o positions of prominence and
| usefulness in the Church. From its b:ginning

citcuit aod town where he bad bis abode. His |

clearance from debt, would not be forgotten by |
those who knew bim at that period. Through
many years be was a paisstaking and efficient
leader ot-a Society class at Oxford-road, Man-
chester, in which many partook weekiy with |
him in godly edification, and from which several |

be was a zealous promoter of the Theological
Iostitution for the education and training of ac-
cepted candidates for the Wesleyan ministry.
At the commencement of “the branch of it at
Didsbury be personally superin‘ended the erec-
tions and enlargements of buildings necessary
toit; and by successive devations of books,
prizes, and money, as well as by personal at-
tendance and counsel in committee, he bhad
neve, ceased 1o do what be could for .its ad-
vancement. Failure of health, both in himself
and Mrs. Fernley, induced him to reek re-
covery and improvement by change of air in
Soathport. This was so signally favourable
that at Jength be built bimselt a residence in
the town, and disposed of his house in Stanley-
grove, Manchester. What he had been and
done in Soutbport, as a member and officer of
the Church, were too well known by the assem-
ly present to necd even a passing mention. To
say nothing of the Mornicvgton-road Chapel,
Schools, and Minister’s bouse, in which he had
been associated with others. and not to speik
of circuit extension and reket, in which he bad
taken his part, that beautiful and commodious
chapel in which the large assembly of mourners
was then found—and which chapel exhibited.
in the couscientious finish of all its ,arts, what
the great master critic of art in the present day
bad described for the, preseatation of the best
workmanship in the service of God, as *‘ the
lamp of sacrifice in the temple of the Lord"—
Trivity-ball just by, in which the daughters of
Wesleyan minixters were to be taught and pre-
pared for life, as also Wesley Chapel, all built
and given by bim free from any charge—all
showed conclusively his deep, beartielt interest
io the Church to which be belonged ; while bis
munificent gifts to missions—£5,000 in one sum
for Italy, as also other large sums, as well as the
constant support he gave to the Missionary
Seciety through life—proved bhis zealous en-
deavours for the extension of the kingdom of
Cbrist in the world. Nor was he restrained
and straitened in his generous efforts by sectar-
ian bonds. Some present would remember
what he did for the enlargement of the Infirm-
aries at Manchester, Stockport, and Soutbport.
The noble structure in Fountain-street, Man-
chester, for the Bible Society, Tract Society,
and City Mission, of which be was the first and
leading promoter, was proof of his true catholi-
city ; while the storm-dial at the entrance to
the pier of Southport, and the large gifts he
bad made to public funds and objects in Lan-
cashire that might be named, evinced his
generous sympathy with whatever was Chris-
tian, benevolent, and philantbropic. It was
not necessary to dwell upon the unostentatious
manner in which these and his most munificent
services were rendered. There were no public
proclamations made by him of what he was
doing. Quietly in bis beme he devised liberal
things, prayed over them, and then pertormed
them, making no report upon them more than
by a simple unpretentious note written to par-
tiss officially coneerned. But he was permitted
to see the first fruits of his service both for
bome snd abroad. The last letter he.(Dr.
Jobson) received from him, and which was of
recent date, was written specifically as a sum-
mons for himself, Mrs. Jobsoas, and their
mutual friends to join in offering praises and
thanksgiviags to God for the manifest proofs
specified of Divine blessing vouchsaled to what
Mr. Fernley designated his ‘‘ unworthy ser-
vices.” He (the speaker) however, would
not at that time attempt to define minutely the
charaeter or works of the deceased. The
foundation of all, as bafore stated, was in the
converting and saving grace of God which be
bad received. He was unswerving in bis de-
votedness to evangelical truth. He bad no
sympathy with loose and lax views of the veri-
ties of the Gospel. He was a thoughtfu!, in-
quiring, and persevering student of Christian
theology, and was well read in the best books
of English divinity, both by Churchmen and
Nonconformists. Their writings were ever
viewed by him as the treasures in his choice
and well-selected library. The person, work,
and glory of Christ were themes on which be
delighted to dwell. Also books on practical
and experimental godliness had strong charms
tor him ; and it was often a real pleasure to be
with him and bear him descant on subjects
upon which be bad beea readisg. His genuine
love ot Christian literature led him to found
the aonual Lecture which bore his name, and
which already so justly commanded the confi-
dence and hopes of the Connexion, he was
also abreast of the times with books of history,
science, and general learning. He was a
devout and gcdly man. He was a diligent and
reverent reader of the Scriptares. The manner
in which be lifted and bandled the Bible showed
his deep and abiding reverence for it. He was
at all times ready for religious converse; and
no call wags more welcome to bim than, **let
us pray.” His delight was in the sanctuary,
and with them that kept bholy day. In bis own
habitation there was often a Sabbatic calmness
upon him, and be was joytul in the house of bis
God. Under fairhful evangelical and practical
preaching he fed and meditated, and matured
in grace, saying, ** Thou makest me to lie
down im green pastures and beside the still
waters.” Hedid all be could with his know-
ledge and skill in music to promote * the
service ot song in the house of the Lord.” He
was a man of refined, cultured taste. He was
such in painting, sculpture, as well as in music
and bis appreciation of good architecture sur-
passed that of most, as his works around proved.
He was a firm supporter of constitutional order
and government both in the Charch and in the
world ; and he would have no fellowship with
men given to change. He ruled well lus own
bousehold. Order, regularity, method, was in
all be was and did—in bis person, step, dress,
aud conduct. He neglected nothing that he
undertook to perform. In a word, he was an

| large, be was not unmindful of the wants of the | enlightened, godly, orderly, Cbristian genth-l

man, whose memory was fragraot to all who|

the just is blessed.” Was it necessary to ask|
how such an one approached bis end and died ?|
He met death thoughtfally, seriously, bat with- |
out fear. As his steps coasciously descended

into the valley, be exclaimed, ** I will fear no

evil, for Thou art with me, thy rod and thy

staff they comfort me.” Towards the end of
life be became exultaaily joyful in the God of

bis salvation. He was at all times humble,

baving lowly views of Limseif as a sinrer ud|
of bis personal unworthiness. But as life ad-

vanced he not only advanced in spirituality and
generosity, but also in Christian joyfulness, so
as to give surprise to the spaaker by some of
the terms and expressions he emploved in re-
lation to bimselt. When visiting him a while
ago, he became exbausted by pain and faiot-
ness, 50 that be bad to retire to his room and to
his bed. Dr. Jobson weat to him before leav-
ing, when he said, **Let us read and pray once
more together.” *‘ What shall be read?™ 1
inquired, as I lifted the Bible up from the
counterpane. ‘* Read,” said be, ‘‘the 14tb
chapter—of what ?” asked be, looking smiling-
ly and sigmficantly at me. I answered, ** Of
St. Jobn's Gospel ?” * That’s it,” he replied.
As soon as I began to read the chapter, be
broke forth into loud and jubilant response,
saying, ** My Fatber's house of many mansions
—a place prepared for us by Christ, and He
will come again and receive us to himselt—
glorious! " After prayer, to which he respond.

ed fervently, and after some expressions of per-
sonal friendship, he added, *“ Well, 1 bave
been an unprofitable servant; bus it I have
finished my course, thaok God I have kept the
faith and heaceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day;
and not to me only, but unto you—* and unto
all them also that love his ‘appeariog.” When
our friend Mr. Fishwick Stead had prayed with
him, and quoted to him divine promises suited
to his state, and theo asked him if he bad the
promises of God fulfilled. ‘* Yes,” he said,
** and more then fulfilled. Tell all the people
so. More than fuifilled.” Te Miss Wood, bis
niece, he said on the Sabbath when after Divine
service in public she visited him, ** I have been
meditating on those Divine words, * Mighty to
save,” ‘ able to save to the utmost,” and they
bave been both sermon and service to me.”
And to her be saic, ‘- What a glorious meeting
as a family we shall bave in bheaven, when this
corruptible shall bave put on incorruption, and
when this mortal shall have put on immortality !
Death is swallowed up in victory. ** Oh death,
where is thy sting ? Oh grave, where is thy
victory P” Thus bis life was crowned with a
triumphant end. What a joyful relief was
found in this fact! It was not all darkness and
mourning there on the day of their friend’s
funeral, He was absent from the body, and
present with the Lord ; and henceforth he would
be ever with Him. The reverend doctor con-
cluded bis address by an earnest appeal (0 all
present at the funeral for unreserved dedication
of themselves that day to the service of God;
urging young men commencing life ; the daugh-
ters of mivisters present from Trinity-ball, in
whem Mr. Fernley was so lovingly interested
that be called them ** his children;” leaders
and office-bearers of the Church; relatives,
friends, neighbours—all who bad knewn the
deceased, and now saw the value of his charac-
ter and life, te consecrate their bearts and lives
to the service of the Lord.—Sowthpart Visitor.

MR. KNIGHT, OF DUNDEE, ON
PRAYER.

(From the Weekly Review.)

Tre Rev. |William Koight, of Free St.
Enoch's Church, Dandes, bas agaia ceme into
collision with the sentiments of the Christian
public. No sooner has his singularly unwise
traternisation with English Unitarians been
disposed of by the Presbytery to which he be-
longs, tkan he again shocks the feelings and
beliets ot his brethren by a philosophical article
on prayer which he bas contributed to the
Contemporary Review, He certainly contrives
to keep himself before the public by helping,
as he supposes, to inasgurate a new era of
comprehensive tolerance, :nd to recoacile
popular Christianity with the science of the
day. Mr. Knight doubtless conceives that he
has a mission to fulfil, as baving caught be-
fore most of his bretbren glimpses of the glory
that is to encircle the Charch of the fature.
He has mastered medern philosophy, is ae-
quainted with the latest forms of scientific
thought, and is thoroughly cognisant of the
spirit that pervades our prevailing literature
He will therefore render a supreme service to
the Cbristian Church by helping her to recast
a considerable portion ofder theology, and to
adjust ber beliefs to those axioms and laws that

i P to be unchangeable, He
has begun with the doctrine of prayer, which
lies at the thresbold otpractical religion, but
which in its forp and application has somehow
been allowed to fall bebiad the age.

Mr. Knight, by way of reconciling ** seien-
tific * men to the Christian doctrine of prayer,
has granted jalmost everything - that they de-
mand. He deliberately places the whole ma-
terial world beyond the reach, or outside the
province, of prayer. He considers that world
to be under the dominion of admantine, usnal-
terable ** law,’” and above the influence of any
prayers that man can offer up. God will not,
cannot interfere with the ** laws of nature,” or
the established order of things, in answer to
the feeble petitions of his fallible or presump-
tous creatures. Within the spiritual province
and for spiritual things these ecreatures may
pray in the hope of being heard, or at least be-
ing strengthened by the spiritual exercise. Bat
temporal mercies, such as fruittal seasoons, di-
rect deliverances from the dangers of battle or
shipwreek, of pestilence, floed, or fire, disease
or sudden death, men need mot expect iu an-
swer to any prayers. Such things are within
the domain of fixed law, and it is presumptous
to ask for any change in whbat Divine wisdom
has already infallibly determined.

Such views thuugh by no means new, are
certainl y'M. it acted on, to revolurionise
the whole theory, and practice of Christian
prayer. But the first question we would ask

of Mr. Kaight is, What is his authority for so
limiting or circumbscribing the province asd

| services in the erection of the chapels at Ox-'kmew him, and signally iilustrating the divinely | the power of prayer ? So far as we bave seea
| ford-road,’ Ancoats, Isliagton, and Genrge-;lmbcnticlted proverb, that ** the memory of | be produces no Scriptural proot ia sapport of
| street, Manchester, and afterwards for their

bis main position. He ventures to draw a line
which certainly the Apostle Paul did not draw,
and which was never spoken of by the Divine
Author of our Faith. Seripture rather teaches
us that we are free in prayer to range over the
whole material and spiritual field, asking al-
ways in scbmission to God’y will, for things
needed by the body and the soul. Where in
the Bible bas Mr, Knight found any warrant
for the statement that there can be no interfer-
ence with the laws of external mature pro-
duced by buman prayer?” For meay similar
and stronger assertions in his article we cah
discover no kind of Sériptural authority. We

| cannot believe with him that the Almighty is

bound by what ** scientific ” men cali the ‘“‘laws’
of nature. The Creator is above his own cre-
ation. He bas often for wise purposes suspen-
ded or interfered with the ** laws " by which it
is supposed to be governed. Hence those
miracles recorded in the Old and New Testa-
ments.and intertwined with the very substance
of revealed rel'gion. God can undoubtedly
answer the prayers of his people, not by inter-
tering with, but by directing and applying natu-
ral law. Secondeauses are not beyond bis con-
trol ; they are only instruments at bis will. He
can therefore answer prayer for temporal bless-
ings, not by working what are called mira-
cles, but by regulating the chain of second
causes which be holds in bis almighty band.
Itis no presumption then to pray in submis-
sion to his will for temporal or material mer-
cies. The presumption lies in contending that
He cannot iaterfere with that material mechan-
ism which be has created, for moral and spirit-
ual ends. There are some things that God can-
not do; He cannot lie, or in any way contra-
dict bis own nature. Bat it is a presumptacus
error to say that bhe cannot interfere with ma-
terial laws even to answer the very prayers
which his own spirit has put into the hearts of
his children. We can appeal in proof of this
view of the range of prayer not only to the
Divine Word, but to the conscieace and expe-
rience of the Christian world. We find the
Apostles and Primitive Fathers, the Reformers
and the Puritan divines, the great masters of
theology, and all bumble Christian people on
one side; and we find Mr. Knight on the oth-
er. We cannot say that the ** scientilic " men
for whom Mr. Knight philosophies on prayer
are in the least likely to be affected by his ar-
gument. Most of them, we fear, want the faith
andspiritual discernment which alone can enable
the soul to understand what prayer is, or to
attribute to it any validity. We believe that
Mr. Knight, instead of profoundly detending,
has unwittingly betrayed the cause of truth ia-
to the bands of men whe cannot brook the
idea of the supernatural, and are therefore ir-
reconcilably ¢ pposed to the distinctive doctrines
of revealed religion.

This Dundee Free Church minister 1s a spe-
simen of & class of men who are appearing at
present in all the Churches. He is possessed of
some measure of literary culture, and is net
without religious earnestaess of a certain kind,
If be is not a philosopber, he has a fair com-
mand of the newest philosophical language, and
can dextrously use a sort of nomeaclature that
gives a certain aspect of depth to his speculs-
tions. We bave not found in his productions
any weighty or eriginal ideas, any ingenious
chain ot reasoning, or real contribution to the
stores of modern thought. Even his errors are
nothing mere than ancient heresies in a modern
dress. When be appears to be deep, be i for
tbe most part shallow. He is no theologian in
the proper sense of the term, but only a liter-
ary man who writes superficially and erroneous-
ly on theolegical subjec's. We have read his
article on prayer, and also a sermon be has
just publisbed on the subject, with teelings in
which we regret to say contempt largely mio-
gles, and we cannot understand how & man who
holds his views can consisteatly maintain bis
position as a public teacher in a Cbristian
Church.

EXPERIENCE OF THOMAS WALSH.

A correspondent writes :

The doctrine of Christian perfection, sancti-
fication, holiness, etc., is still in many minds, a
mooted one. In the last few days | bave met
with an idea trom Cbarles Wesley that I am
unable to fully understand. It is in bis Tribute
to Thomas Walsh, who, I believe, was an Irish
Wesleyan minister, who, in his aspirations after
boliness, it seems, had some very severe men-
tal conflicts. I suppose you haye it at hand,
but as you may not, I here copy it entire as I
have seen 1t :

** Impatient to be truly great,

Ambitious of a crown above,
He coveted the highest seat,
He asked the gitt of perfect love.
- He asked, alas ! but knew not then,
The purport of his own desire,
How deep that cup of sacred pain,
Llow searching that baptismal fire.
The Lord allowed his bold reques:,
The servant is called forth to share
That anguish ot & wounded breast,
Those pangs that only God can bear.
Whe drack in bis sad days of flesh,
The portion by his Fatber given,
And bids bis members feel atresh
The fierceness of the wrath ot Heaven.
A taste ot that mysterious cup
His faithful follower now recsived,
And filled bis Lord's afflictions up,
While griet beyond description grieved.”
I bave never understood that such a baptism as
is bere portrayed is necessary in order to obtain
the blessing of perfect love. Anguish of beart
is certainly an ingredient of that repentance
which precedes justification and regeneration.
Bat is there a similar ordeal through which the
converted soul must pass ia order to sanctifica-
tion? Please let me bear from you in the 4d-
vecate o this subject.

It seems to us that the doctrine of entire
sanctification is as plainly taught as any other
doctrine in the Bible. Asto the Experience of
Thomas Walsh, we consider it very peculiar.
No ome not of his temperament could pass
through such mental agony as be experieaced.
In ordinary cases it is not experienced either
before or after justification. Nor is it neces-
sary. Jobn Wesley never experienced it—aor
did Jobn Fletcher. No one caa seriously con-
sider ** the rinfulness of sin,” and the fact that
be himselt is a sinmer, without pain—propor-
tioned to the greatness of the sin committed,
the sense of guilt, and the peculiar sensibility

of the pepitent. But when the realization of

| might prove it false, undertook to rebaild Jeru-

missioners on this point. The priests say that

pardon comes, as in the case of justification— | salem, bis buildiag materials were scattered by the National Board may be so charged that
or the experience of remewing grace, as in the | a storm attended by an earthquake, and when | they cannot bave confidence in it. In truth,

| be r P attempt, even Gibbon

case of sanctification—the sorrow subsides, or

d the impi

they do not like any abridgment o' their pre-

rather is overborne by the- contrary feeling of | admits and records as av vadoubted fact, that sent power, nor anything calculated to foster

joy and satisfaction. As Wesleyan Methodists
teach 3 present salvation irom the guilt, power,
sad poliution of sin, there is no reason in the
divine economy of salvation for the postpoue-
ment of pardon, peace and purity. It is dove
according to our faith. A swmall ameunt of
faith, it gemmine, will secure pardon ; but it re-
qures a faith commensurate with our inbred
sin asd the promises of its removal, to ensure
entire sanctification. It does not appear that
the throes of angwish which Mr. Walsh and
some others bave experienced, are mecessary
to the development of the faith in question,
We shall always be sorry for our #in:
Remember, Lord, my sins no more,
That them I no more forget ;
Bat, sunk in as shame adore,
With less wonder, at thy feet.
But the very prospect of being made free
from sin, and becomiag the servants of God,
baving our fruit unto boliness, may so animat
and escourage us in its pursuit, that we may

| streams of fire burst forth from the earth upon

other, 30 that the attempt had to be abandon-
ed.

An insult offered to a bot headed monk,
while on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, roused bim

guided, in part, in "their ceaseless course
through space.

sctually rejoice in hope of its attii t. So
Charles Wesley sings :
O glorisus hope of perfect love !
It lifts me up to things above ;
It bears on eagles’ wings ;
It gives my ravished soul a taste,
And makes me for some moments feast
With Jesus' priests and kings.

Rejoicing now in earnest bopc,

I stand, and, trom the mountain top,
See all the Jand below :

Rivers of milk and honey rise,

And all the truits of paradise
1n endless plenty grow.

— Nashville Advocate.

HIGH MOTIVES/IN PERSUADING MEN.

Disinterestedness is beloved by all; selfish-
ness by none. Godly sincerity draws men;
eant repels. He that would persaade mea to

il
prov

dence is clearly visible.

colonies were. separated from their mother
country.

IRELAND.

From Correspondent of Mecihodist Recorder.

The subject of education, both primary and
University, still deeply engages tbe attention
of thoughttul miads on this side of the Channel.
Many are the alternations of hope and tear in
view of the anticipated legislation in the mat-
ter at the next session of Parliament. There
was considerable apprebension Jest the Govern-
mest should yield to the unceasing clamor of

repentance and life must be above the. suspi
ion al low, ulterior motives. Any outcrop-
ping of covetousness, or air of awbitien, or
parrow regard for self, ia one's appeals will
shut off power, as a layer of soot upon a burn-
ing-glass will block the sun's rays. In per-
suading men to seli-sacrifice, or warning them
of danger, they waat to feel that he who per-
suaces and warns, does it oat of love to them,
and not from self-interest. Selfishness in bu-
man bearts is a cunning, fexy trait that needs
vigilant watching to keep it under, and only
the might ot the Holy Spirit can cast it out.

There is a way 1o speak the jtruth in love,
out of & sympathetic heart, and a way to speak
it in coldness, out of & heart void of charity.
The ayerage sinner can quite readily read the
overmastering motive that is beyond the
preacher's discoursa. The bear: of man dis-
cerns quickly the power that is foremost in &
man's life. Te evangelize men is no puerile
task. Tbhe wisdom of the serpent and barm-
lessmess of the dove must unite to win and
warn men. It is paiaful Jto hear a preacher,
who has but once casually addressed a congre-
gation, say, susterely .and gloomily: 1 de-
sire to clear my skirts of the bloed of your
souls. I bave warned and invited you. My
duty is done.” Tbhe effect on many hearts is
chilling and repeliant, and, therefore, worse
than vain.

The true embassador of the Lord beseeches
men to be reconciled to God. And yet there
may be times when the faithfu! preacher must
sadly say to bardened, contentious, unrepent-
ant men, atter utmost pleadings and warnings :
*¢ 1 bave done my best to declare to you the
whole counsel of God, but you reject it. Your
blood be upon your own beads.”” Such words
in the mouth oi an earnest, loving teacher at
a time when the Spirit moves their utterance,
must be a savor of life usto life, or death unto
death. But used by the cold, unsympathetic,
mercenary man, the repel and disgust.

High motives in persuading sotils to yield
snd become children of the Highest, quicken
and streagthen their weak resolutions and the
feeble beginnings of penitence.  If words be
spoken out ot a beartjfull of ** love unleigned,”
men’s hearts will begin to glow, as when pure
air fans the smoking flax to a clear flame.
Christ spoke out of divinest love, hnd" beld up
the bighest, most heroic motives to men. He
was gentle among the publicans and sinners.

Paul persuaded men persisteatly, beartily,
lovingly, and warned every man, not coldly
and grimly, but with tears. It was only after
the proud Jews rejected the Gospel that he re-
buked them. And surely, if men could be
moved at all, they would yield to the appeals
of one so great of beart and bigh of soul
as to say, ‘* I could wish that my:elf were ac-
cursed from Christ for my brethren.” Love
and self-denial have power when springing
from a beart whose life is hid with Christ in
God. Thbe only effective drawing in any ser-
mon, is the power of the Spirit aod the life of
of Christ—Christ erucified, Cbrist lifted up
from the earth, born above all earthly calcula-
tions aod worldly impulses. J¢ is Christ
alone on tte plain and wondrous Cross. The
only efficacious method of compelling is an
earnest, ealm, full setting forth of the sure
terrors of the law, not as scaring or dragoom-
ing men, but persuading them: *‘ Knowing
the terror of the Lord, we persuade men;”
** GGod is love;” and ‘“God is a consuming
fire.” Will are hard te break, but may be in-
duced to yield of their owa volition. As min-
isters, let us feel and speak as did Paul: ** We
pray yoa, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled
to God."— Western Advocate.

WONDERS OF PROVIDENCE.

Our Monthly tor January, in discussing the
ways of Providence, bas the following :)

Voltaire boasted that be would exterminate
Christianity, and would ** erush the wretch.”
as be impiously termed its suthor. But after
Voltaire had goge to bis final account, & Prot-
estant Church was erected over bis grave, and
Christ was preached over his ashes, while the
very same printing-press which one sent
torth his infidel tracts and books, was used in
prioting the Bible, and in publishing the glad
tidiags of that Gospel which he labored in
vain to destray. When the apostate Juliss,
in defiance of Divine prophecy, and that be

the Ultra tane party, and break up our pre-
sent admirable system of united national edu-
catien, in favour of a miserable sectarian one,
as well as endow what is called the ** Catholic
University,” Bad aaywhere, such a course
would be peculiarly impolitic and irritating in
Ireland. Afier having disestablisbed and dis-
endowed loyal Protestant Churshes, to estab-
lish (for such it would really be) aud endow a
community whose adberents make no secret of
their disaffection to the British Government,
would be a cruel injustice, as well as a fearful
natieoal sin. Besides, in this country it is
specially important to allay the violence of
party spirit, the bitter antagonism of race and
creed which has been the bane of Ireland for
genmerations. Cardinal Cullen's scheme, or any
approach to it, would sadly intensify those
elements of strife which are far too potent
already.

Under these circumstances the action of the
large committee appointed by the last British
Methodist Conlerence was watchéd with the
liveiest interest. A painful feeling of suspense
experienced by the friends of Pretestantism,
was followed by one of the greatest relief and
gladness when that Committee, representing,
as it may fairly be presumed to do, the views
of the whole Methodist Church of Great Brit-
sin, gave its emphatic verdict in the resolution
that ** all fature legislation for primary educa-
tion at the public cost, sheald provide for such
education only upon the priuciple of unsectar-
ian schools.” Had an opposite decision been
arrived at, and the English Metbodists pub-
lished to the world that in common with the Es-
tablished Church they judged demominationa)
schools established by the State, to be the best
system for their part of the United Kingdom,
we believe it would soon prove impossibie to
prevent the extension of the same principle to
Ireland. We should then have thousands of
schools banded over to the exclusive control ot
the priests, where the children would be trained
at the expense of the State, in the most in-
tolerant bigotry and the most degrading super-
stition. It is therefore master of much thank-
fulness to Ged that a decided step has been
taken towards reaching the true goal—the only
rightecus solution of the religious difficulty—
that of giving to all communions in the land
** a fair field and po tavor.”

A few years ago many of the teaachers under
the National Board combined to agitate, in a
very peaceful way, for various improvements in
their position and circumstaoces. It is only
tair to say that amendment was very much re-
quired. Two of the changes sought for bave
been eonceded—at least partially—by the Com-
missioners of Education. The first is an in-
crease of pay. This bas been done by engrafi-
ing the system of payment by results on the
tormer plan, still retained, of giving salaries to
the teachers according the grade te whick they
bad respectively attained. The chasge now
made will not accomplish all thst is desirable,
especially io the smaller rural schools, but it is
an important step in the right direction, and
will make the scheols more efficient thaa
ever. The second point yielded by the Com-
missioners is (be removal of what the teach-
ers called ** the Managerial Grievance.” The
far greater portion of the non-vested schools
are under the control of patrons or mana-
gers, without the assistance of any local com-
miitee. All correspondence between the Cen-
tral Board or the inspectors respecting any
particular school is carried on exclusively with
the manager, who bas hitherto bad an unques-
tioned right ¢0 dismiss his teachers at any time,

o assign any reason to ony one. Against this

urged that some adequate protection against its

agreement to be signed by the managers and
teachers of the several schools. Among other
things, there is thus secured to the teacher
three months’ motice previous to dimissal, or
three months’ pay, except in eases of miscon-
duct, and then provision is made for an sppeal
to the Central Board, whose decision is to be
fingl. It may seem strange that a concession
so reasonable should be objected to by any per-
son, but the Romish ecclesiastics in a body have
declared againet it, and at piesent there is &

his workmea, scorching some and destroying

up to preach the crusades which changed the
whole aspect of Earope, not to say of the world |
The simple circumstance of cutting a few let-|
ters on the bark of a tree, and then impress- |
ing them on paper, suggested the art of priat- |
ing. The discovery of a boy who was amusing | tion ; and other agencies. bave been and are
himself with two spectacle glasses, led to the | silently doing a great and good work, even
invention of the teléscope, that maguifier of | among those who are shut out from Learing the
God's glory as seen in the planetary beavens. | pure Gospel of Christ; and are, we cammot
And to the mere falling of an apple we are in- | doubt, preparing the way of the Lord. Agrarian
| debted for the discovery of the law of gravita- | outrages, once so fearfully common, dre be
tion, by which the millions of rolling worlds u-el

The lives of Joba Newton and Colovel Gar - |
diner abound in the most striking displays olq‘
of God. That of the tormer is one | presence of the Lord, upon all the land, and
coatinued series of providential iaterventions. |
The history of the ** Pilgrim Pathers "' atfords t
winy instences in which tle fianger of Provi-| ENGIISH REVIVAL INTELLIGENCK
And the same is true|
of the events of our own Revolution, when the |

epirit of manly independence in the teachers
Yet it canoot but be that the Roman Catbolic
teachers should feel the yoke heavy which their
spiritual guides would fasten upon them, and
long for freedom.

Despite local exceptions, and some cases ot
appalling crime, the country generally continues
to improve. Years of general edacation of the
people; numerous acts of wise and beneficent
legislation ; th¥ wide diffusion of a cheap litera-
ture ; ever-increasiag lacilities of communica-

coming things of rare occurrence. Revivals of
religion are reported from various parts of the
country, but as yet the Roman Catholics are
scarcely at all reached by them. We pray that

times of retreshing may speedily come from the

bless all the people.

CoxNinGssy.—]n this circuit we have been
blessed with a gracious visitation from on bigh,
and the conversion of sinners to God. At the
September quarterly meeting our newly ap-
pointed superintendent Rev. R. Cass, lound a
reduction of 73 members upon the number re-
turned to the previous Conferenee, and a cir
cuit debt of £13. A spirit of hearing, prayer,
expectation shortly afterwards became mani-
fest in most of the congregations; and several
persons sought aud found mercy. In Novem
ber last, Mr. Chas. Mackson, of Leeds, came
by invitation into the circuit to conduct special
religious seirvices in different chapels. Mr
Mackson spent trom & week to three weebs
each at Conmingsby, New York, Tatturshail
bridge, Marehamle-Fen, and Kirkstead,
preaching and conductiog a prayer meeting
each evening. The attendance at each place
was large, and at least 150 people [bave pro-
fessed to find peace with God through faith o
Christ. Independently of this good work. the
superintendent repotted to the December
quarterly meeting a small increase of members
with 24 on trial;*and the stewards announced
that the income of the (uarter exceeded the
expenditare. Coningsby Chapel has been
treed from debt by local efforts made during
the last two years, and our missionary meet-
ings bave been universally large and sucoess-
ful.

Hurt (Groree Yawn).—In this circuit
many sinners bave recently been brought to
God by the ordinary ministration of the Word.
Special services have been held in the principal
chapels, and in each case sinners bave been
converted from the error of their ways. The
precise number cannot be stated, but it is
thought as many bave been made the swbjects
of salvation as were found in the upper room
at Jerusalem on the Day ot Pentecost. The
work is still going on, and almoit every Bab
bath witnesses the return of sinners to Christ
In coanection with this work street mission
bands have been very successful. The method
of operation is as follows : A number of fgiends
meet at an appeinted place jin a street sbout
thirty or forty minutes belore the time of the
evening service ; two or three verses of a hyma
are sung. Ooe of them then gives a brief ad-
dross on personal religion to the people [that
bave collected, ;and be concludes by iuviting
them to the house of God. Another verse is
instantly givea out, which is sung as they walk
to another suitable place for speaking. Some-
times halt a dozen addresses are given in the
course of balf an hour. Tracts Are sometimes
distributed, and perscnal invitations given to
those who stand in the streets. This method
is by no means novel in this circuit; but it
bas latelv been practised with renewed energy.
and with good results. Scores of persons bave
by this means been |brought uader the Word,
and several of them have been savingly con
verted. Men in working clothes, poor women
without bonnets, and even wretched fallen
wanderers, have ventured into the house of
God ; the Word has been appjied to their con
science. gnd they bave had *‘ much forgiven "
Another feature in the work consists in the
fact that it has been marked by a revival of
holiness in the Church. The doctrine of full
sanctification has not only been preached but
believed. At our noun-day prayer meetings
it was one chief subject of supplieation. God
has answered prayer, and it is not uncommon
tor eight or ten persons in a band meeting to
declare that they are fully washed from defile-
ment, and bave conscious power to ** love the
Lord their God with all their beart.” A con-
siderable number ot our leaders and local
pre.rhvra Lave entered into the enjnyment ot
this blessing, and are urging it apon others as
We be

will still

ibeir present privilege through faith.
that the
*¢ prosper us,” and we pray that every circuit

licve ** (God -of beaven "

in Mebodism may be gloriously revived.

Stamrorp.—During the past week we bave
been favoured with the services of Rev. W. (,
Pascoe, of Grantham. On Sunday, Jan. 24,
the reverend gentleman three powerful ser
mons to large congregations, the chapel being
rrowded at :-wnirﬁ service. The morning ser-
mon, from the text, **Wilt thou be made h--‘n
when shall it once be 7’ was a rich and beaut)
ful exposition of the doctrine of Christian per-
tection ; and many umnppn'hrnlmlu and diuli-

without previous notice, without being required | culties whi b,
| around the subject, were removed, and believ

arbitrary power the teachers ‘protested, and |

exercise should be afforded. After long dclny[
the Commissioners have prepared forms of |

dead-lock between them and the Board of Com-

in the miuds of some bang

ers were urged at oonee *‘ to go up and possess
the good land.” The afternoon discourse, on
** Salvafion to the uttermost,” and the evening
oue, on ** The faithtul saying,” were full of
evangelical truth, earnestly enforced. On
each evening duringthe week a large number
lis ened with eager attention to the faithful
preaching of the Gospel, and as the resnlt of
earnest work, supported by taith and prayer,
and blessed by the Spirit of power, many bave
been brought to the saving knowledge of ihe
truth, and some believers bave reahsed the
blessings of a cleau beart. The services were
conclyded with a lecture on ** The Upward
Path,” which was listened¥to with great appre-
ciatign and pleasure. A vote of thanks to Mr
Pascoe for his zealous and devoted labours,
proposed by the Rev. A. H. Vine, and second-
ed by Mr. Herbert Hart, brought the meeting
to a close.




