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In conversation with a zealous |

missionary who had spent many
years in the West we learne »d what
the lot of the Bishop is who has to
face distances of which the East has
little conception, scattered groups
of Catholies, no churches, not even

chapels, and with all this the rigours |

of hard winters and storms. This
is surely a life of uncertainty and
hardship. We spoke in particular
of one Bishop known to both of us.
“He will have a hard task,” said
the missionary. ‘‘He has not nearl
enough priests for his needs and the
territory is all missionary, He has
gcarcely any good parishes. An-
other Western Bishop is trying to
solve some of his missionary diffi
culties by forming nissionary
centres at the best pe and work-
ing from them I'h ave the
priests a chance for needed compan-
ionship and enables them also to
help ne another, ‘“‘But,” he
added, “‘this is not always possible.
The missionary must often be con
tent to stay out on the prairies
alone.” Ne told him of one Bishop
coming tous for no less than ten
chapels for his diocese. ‘““Yes in-
deed,”’ added the missionary, ‘‘they
are needed everywhere.” ‘‘Is Exten-
sion doing great }fni for the
Church out there *’ ‘It is without
doubt,” concluded our companion,
“*it is doing ylendid work for the
Church ag elp.”

This pi ) oul easily be
amplified e hac ttle time to
discuss the gre: leeds of our
home missions 3ut the country Iis
growing, we were informed, and in
twenty-five years would be a big
power in Canadian life; “but,”
added the missionary, “do not
forget that there 1
ences in the g t
%Y Le
interest ) ¢ \
we ari : ng these. ose who
lv.]vlv-t n are decided friends,
but let us not forget that these u
ences d t make lot
Church an) 1er.
splendid cooperation tha
hope to succeed. Extension is ¢
big factor in the success of the
Church in Canada. Let us never
forget our share and join heartily
in advancing its gene x.«I intere
A word to the head office will
welcome, still better let a donation
accompany it.

Donations may be addressed to :

Rev. T, O’DonnerL, President
Catholic Church Extension Society

67 Bond St., Toronto.
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A GREAT CONVENTION

From China

China Mission College was repre-
sented at the Third General Con-
vention of the Catholic Students’
Mission Crusade held at Drayton,
Ohio, August 18-21, both by a
Booth in the Mission Exhibit Room
and by Father Fraser, who was one
of the speakers. Over six hundred
delegates were present from nearly
all the Catholic Universities, Col-
leges and Institutions of Ilighx r
Le mmhg of North America.

Father Fraser urged them to he lp
the Missions financially, prayer-
fully and personally, lnl\in;: stress
on the latter. He told of the presi-
dent of one of the ‘‘ Units’’ of the
Crusade in a Catholic College. of
Canada recently joining a Seminary
for foreign missions. ““‘Some exhort
you to do this or that for the Mis-
sions, to give this or that, but I
exhort you to give yourselves. In
no better way can you incite the
members you have left at home to

work for the missions.”” He was |

not asking them, he said, to do
something he had not done himself,
as he had passed fifteen years in
China as a missionary and was still
working for China in his present
position.

He described vividly the enormous
population and colossal idolatry of
China. ‘‘If the Chinese,” he said,

““were to form into a procession and |

pass by at the rate of a thousand a
minute it would take no less than
nine months for them all to pass.
What a sad procession that would
be ; so many souls on the road to

perdition! Every day in China |

83,000 persons die unbaptized! The

country is seething with supersti- |

tion, dotted with pagan temples

and shrines and overrun with pagan |

priests, soothsayers and diviners.
The Dragon, ancestors and false
gods of every deseription are
adored. «Every day tons of incense
are burned in honor of Satan. He
described several amusing super-

stitions practised ; a rock that is |

adored and has a feast day, a pagan
hermit he found in a cdye who had
been there three years praying and
fasting, the weird ceremonies of the
‘finding of souls,” the people believ-

ing that the soul of a delirious per- |

gon is wandering about and cannot |
find its way back.

[n deseribing his parish in China,
he said it contained three cities and
a thousand towns and villages, and |

|
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