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EACH APARTMENT, it is further
stated, had its balcony overlooking
the street, joining that of the next
fiat, s0 a8 $0 make a kind of corridor
on the outside of the second floor.
We oan piocture to ourselves these
balconies fllled with gay Roman
ladies, gathered to gaze upon the
passing pageants, 8o essential a
feature of the ancient city, These
Ostia buildings, adjacend to Rome
proper, which are preserved to a
height never before found any-
where, in the unity of their design
and arrangement resemble the
modern flat, and are the flrst to give
us an idea of how the middle classes
were housed under the Roman Em-
pire. The more we know of these
ancient civilizations the more is it
brought home to ue that amid all the
mutations of time human nature in
the concrete remains the same.

ON THE BATTLE LINE

BATTLE OF THE CARPATHIANS

The Battle of the Carpathians which
Berlin describes as ‘' the most gigan-
tic battle in the world’s history " and
Petrograd characterizes as * stupend-
ous ” dwarfs all other operations.
Despite the optimistic reports of its
progress which prepared us to hear
any day that the Russian army was
marching in force through the plains
of Hungary having cewept up like
chaff the shattered remnants of the
Austrian forces, there'is yet no assur.
ance of the ultimate outcome. Fol.
lowing are the official statements :

The Petrograd correspondent of
The London Daily Telegraph cables :

The stupendous battle in the Car-
pathigns apparently is rapidly
approaching its climax. During such
a crisis in the interests of military
operations it is the custom of the
Grand Duke, Commander-in-chiet, to
reduce to & minimum his communi-
cations to the public.

Sectional counter attacks, particu-
larly in the hills overlooking the
Uszok road, have ended in another
Austrian defeat with heavy losses.
The Russians on Tuesday got to the
rear of the Austrian position south
of the main ridge neer Volosate.
The Austrians on Wednesday and
again yesterday attempted to change
front, but the Russians attacked and
drove them some miles to the south-
west. There is now considerable
artillery fire across the Dunajec.

Russian movements in Poland have
established the fact that at several
points, especially on the left bank of
the Bzura, the Germans are numer-
iocally weak.— Globe, April 17,

BROKE THROUGH WITH
BAYONET

Petrograd (via London), April 16.
—The official communication of the
Russian War Office this evening eays:

“In the Carpathians our troops,

iselessly app hing the enemy's
barbed-wire entanglements between
the villages of Telepocza and Zuelta,
broke through and after a brief en-
gegement, gained possession of two
heights and took numerous prisoners.
The enemy sent the 121st Reserve
Regiment to make a ccunter-attack,
and the fighting continues.

“In the direction of Rostok the
enemy made fruitless attacks near
the village of Croszpatau against the
heights occupied by us.

““On Wednesday we successfully
repulsed persistent attacks by the
enemy in the direction of the Stryj.

“Reports arriving from various
gectors of the Carpathian front show
that everywhere the roads are ina
bad state, owing to the thaw and the
swollen rivers.

“On the rest of the front there is
no change.

“ Yesterday in the Black Sea, our
destroyera sank, off the Anatolia
const, four steamers, two of which
were laden with coasl, and several
sailing vessels, and also exchanged
fire with the Sunguldaik (Asia Minor)
batteries.

GERMAN OFFICIAL STATEMENT

Berlin, April 16,—The official state-
ment issued here says :

“According to a report from Aus-
trian headquarters, the four weeks’
battle in the Carpathians is the most
gigantio battle in the world's history.
Not less than three and a half mil-
lion men are taking part in it. The
battle reached its climax several
days ago, the report states, when the
Russian offensive was stopped and
driven back with most appalling
losses.

“Large numbers of traine are daily
carrying the wounded back to the in.
terior of Russia. The fleld hospitals
are overcrowded with wounded and
sick, thousands of whom succumb
without adequate medical attendance.

“Captured Russian officers describe
the conditions as terrible and unbear-
able.

“On the eastern front the situation
is unchanged. In skirmishes near
Kalwarya (Russian Poland) in the
last few days 1,040 Russians were
taken prisoners and seven machine
guns were captured.”

AUSTRIANS CLAIM VICTORIES
Vienna, April 16.—The following
official communication was issued to-
day : 2B%CY
“ In Poland, near Blogie, east, of
Piotrkow, a Russian attack \has been
repulsed. . CRTEES |
On the lower Nida our artillery
get fire to a Russian ammaunition

store. Several ftrenches within
effective range of our aréillery were
quickly evacusated by the Russians.

“In the Carpathians isolated fight-
ing has taken place in the wooded
sectors. Advancing Russian intantry
was repulsed with heavy losses. We
enptnutl 400 prisoners.

‘In the fighting in the Stryj Val.
ley we have taken an additional 268
prisoners.”

MAGAZINES YOUNG
PEOPLE READ

——

There never waé a time in the
world's history when so much read-
ing was being done by so many
people ne now. Presumably this
ought to be an index of the deep in-
tellectual interests of our generation
and of its ardent seeking atter knowl-
edge. A friend of mine to whom the
aphorism “Reading maketh a full
man” was quoted to prove that “‘the
magses” are profiting wonderfully by
the reading habit they have now
contracted, shrewdlyremarked : ‘But,
Bacon, observe, does not say of just
what material reading maketh a man
full. That depends on what the
reading is. Much of the light read-
ing done nowadays makes our young
people full of nonsense, while much
of the serious reading others indulge
in fille them with conceit.”

One thing our modern passion for
reading does not do is to make people
full of thought. There are many
thinking men connected with eduoa-
tional institutions in this country
who aver that there was never a
time when people did less thinking
than now. The dean of the literary
departments in one of our leading
universities said, not long ago, that
if the present craze for reading cheap,
trivial stuff was not halted soon
there would be no one left ir this
country who could do real thinking.
As for the taste that is being de-
veloped by a!l this reading one needs
only to see the “shows” that our
people attend, the cheap, catchy
music that they delight in, the car-
toons and “comics” that hold their
attention, to find a very serious in-
dictment of our modern intellectual
lite. This generation that does
more reading than any other in the
world’s history, has more trivial in-
terests than any other of which we
have any record.

The reading the older people in-
dulge in perhaps does not matter
much. They have decided that they
are not going to use their intellects
in life for any serious purpose, go I
suppose they may be permitted to
use them only for furnishing them-
selves with cheap amusement. It is
different, however, with the rising
generation. There is still some hope
of promoting the intellectual life cf
the young, for they are extremely
sueceptible to suggestions received
from their reading. Young people
are inclined to think that anything
that is printed must be true, and
that a writer who gets into print is
wiser than any one in their own en-
vironment, no matter how much ex-
perience or education he or she may
have.

Now 1 venture to say that the
greater part of our young folk's leis-
ure hours is used reading the maga-
zines. A great French teacher once
spid that it does not make go much
difference what a man does with the
hours in which he has to work, but
the best possible index to his char-
acter, and usually the best hint as to
his future, is to be found in what he
does with his leisure. But I fear no
one would value highly either the
present or the future of young folk
who read our present day popular
mageazines.

These popular magazines used to
be rather instructive and, as a rule,
quite harmless periodicals, which
gatbered together articles, on a num-
ber of interesting topics and stories
that sometimes had distinct literary
merit, but were generally chosen
with an eye to their absolute innocu-
oueness, for it was felt that the
slightest infraction of decency in any
way would ruin the circulation of
the magazine. They were meant to
paes from hand to hand in the
family., But in the effort to increase
their circulation, they have now
changed their character very
materially. It was soon found that
appeals to the sensual gide of human-
ity were very attractive to young
readers having an insatiable curiosity
in gsuch matters, and so it was not
long before a serious degeneration
took place in the character of even
the magazines that ueed to be quite
free from such undesirable matter.
The instructive articles have nearly
all disappeared, or, if printed, they
prove to be some scientiflc sensation
that is a traveety on real science.

No one accepts the ‘‘feature-
writers' "’ magazine articles as seri-
ous contributions to knowledge.
The latest solution of the mystery of
life, the latest nonsense about hyp-
notism, the weight of the goul ; “twi-
light sleep” and its vagaries ; sex
hygiene and eugenics ; these are the
so.called instructive articles of the
magazines. They give young people
the idea that they know a great deal
more than their elders about things
in general, and thus increase that
lack of respect for the opinions ‘of
others that ie so striking a character-
istic ot our generation. Information

! obtained in this scrappy way from

magazine articles, even when it is
quite correct, does not really educate
or develop the mind, because it fails
to show the relations of the knowl-
edge thus acquired to other knowl.
edge, and is usually, therefore, worse
than useless.

The “magazine habit" ruins power
of concentration ; it has another and
more serious result. In recent years
the popular magazines have become

purvoyoh of very undesirable idens

for young people. I fear few parents
realize how unsuitable for young
folk's reading many of the most popu-
lar magazines have become. It re-
quires only an occasional dip into
them to find, that while they are of
no usefulness except as a cheap pas-
time, they frequently contain stories
that are well caleulated to do a great
deal of harm to young minds. Let
me {illustrate what I mean by some
concrete comments,

In one of the popular magazines,
which a few years ago used to be,
perhaps, the most widely-circulated
magezine in the country, and whoese
name was & guarantee of reasonable
freedom from anything objectionable
there appeared not long since a story
that for unspeakable vicioueness is
almost unparalleled. I do not say
this of myself, the story was called
to my attention in a group of men
who had all been for morns than
twenty years in newspaper work,
from reporter to editor, and who
were not likely, therefore, {o be
prudes. They agreed to a man that
they had never read anything that
was quite so vile and vicious in ite
suggestion ae was thie story, It was
literally a tale of animal lust, It
appeared under the name of a man
who belongs to an old American
family, and who has, on ocoasion,
turned out good work. That it
should have been published in a
magazine that was freely sold on our
newstands and should have been
widely read by young folks shows to
what a pass license in the publication
of evil suggestions has come.

The favorite form of story in prac-
tically all the -cheap magazines just
now is one that, I suppose, is meant
to make its appeal to the young girl.
These are the moet numerous readers
of magazines, and evidently they are
interested in this type of story.
Hence the uniformity with which it
is found in practically all the cheap
magagines, It is the tale of the
younp girl longing for experiences in
lite, and somehow or other getting
away from social conventions and
having “adventures,”’ sometimes with
low enilors in some Eaetern port ;
with Chinamen in San Francisco ; or
with prize-fighters and questionable
characters in Paris, yet somehow
escaping unecathed and marrying
gome one who has rescued her from
some especially thorny situation and,
of course, living heppily with him
ever after. She haes kept her virtue
but oh, the knowledge of men and of
the world that she has gained from
her experience, and the breadth of
view of life, “Real Life’—only capi-
tals express it adequately—that has
been obtained from the risks through
which she has passed !

Theselstories are meant to ehow that
even the men of the brutal classes
are at once converted from the error
of their ways and put off their bru-
tality in the presence of the pretty
American girl who is out seeking
adventures. The lion being led home
by the Virgin Una in the fable is as
nothing compared to the way in
which these young women by a
glance of their eyes and the wonder-
ful influence ot their maidenly pres-
ence convert hardened einners and
old roues into the gentlest of pro-
tectors of maidenly virtue and inno-
cence.

I doubt if faleer views of life can
possibly be found than thoee given
in these stories. Yet this is the
principal reading of large numbers
of our young women, and particularly
those whose cccupations take them
away from home and into association
with men of all kinde. They are
tempted to seek adventures that are
very alluring to youth, and are told
that that is the only way to get all
there is in life and to be broadened
and educated and rendered experi-
enced.

Now, let us not forget that the
magazines which contain such dan-
gerous nonsense are selling by the
hundreds of thousands in this coun.
try. One is eaid to have a circula-
tion of more than 1000,000 a month,
Advertisers are willing to pay for
advertising on the basis of those
figures. It is computed that each
magazine is read on the average by,
at lemst, three persons. It is  the
girls, moreover, rather than the boys,
who are reading these stories,
Therefore we should not be surprised
to hear almost daily ot elopements,
hasty marriages, eeductions, and
worse, for our magazines are prepar-
ing the .young for these thinge.
Youth always takes what is suggested
to it, if the suggestion is frequent
and positive enough, unless by
chance there is character, environ.
ment and training to safeguard the
young from temptation. Even these
fail, however, to be of service egainst
the constant suggestion of evil, fool-
ishness and woree. For "‘the fascina-
tion of trifles,” eays Holy Writ,
“obescureth good things.”—James J.
Walsh, M. D,, Ph, D, in America.

_———

AN ELOQUENT TRIBUTE

The Rev. R. J. Cambell, an Angli-
oan Divine, in the course of a sermon
preached in the City Temple,
London, took occasion to make the
following friendly allusion to the
Catholic Church :

“I wish—oh, how earnestly I wish
—all members of all churches, and
of no church, could come to think of
human society a8 Christiane once
thought of the Church universal and
undivided. I never go into a Catho-
lic Church without oatoking some-
thing of the spirit of that older day.
In the silence of the kneeling wor-
shippers ; in the lamp that burns be-
fore the high altar ; in the pictures
that adorn the walls, showing the
Stages of the Cross on which the life
of Christ was sacrificed, that He

might draw all men unto Himsels,
I see symbols of the vaster unity
that is yet to be achieved., There
is a solemn stillness, a sugges-
tion of heaven and unseen
helpers, in that earthly temple made
with hands. It is impossible for any
man with reverence in his soul to
stand in that silence without feeling
that it is the speech of God.”'—The
Lamp.

SIDELIGHTS ON THE
GREAT WAR

A CONVERBION BEGUN IN THE
TRENCHES

In a Paris hospital, served by nuns,
a young soldier of twenty two has
just been baptized, writes a corres:
pondent of the London Catholic
Times. He is the son of a French
Freemason, and of an English Pro
testant, and was brought up without
any religion in a distant colony. He
is naturally of a frank, open and
thoughtful temperament, singularly
intelligent and has been well edu-
cated in the Government schools.
On the subject of religion only his
mind was a blank. He was brought
in a dying condition to the hospital
to which I allude; later he expressed
a wish to learn something of Chris-
tianity, and gradually, of his own
free will, he acquired a knowledge-of
religion that has enabled him to
receive the sacraments of baptism,
penance, Holy Communion and con-
firmation.

His first religious impressions
came to him in the trenches on the
line of fire. One day an order wase
given for the mem to charge " ala
baionnette.” A soldier-priest was in
the trench. " Yov have a dangerous
task before you,” he said. " Kneel
down and I will give you a general
absolusion.” The soldiers, one and
all, knelt and bowed their heads ; our
unbaptized lad did like the others,
but the thought of this mysterious
rite haunted him afterwards and
paved the gray to further discoveries.
He seemed at that minute to have
realized for the firet time the exist-
ance of another life above and beyond
the life threatened by bullets. The
seed had fallen on good soil, and
later, in the peaceful atmosphere of
a hospital that is directed by nuns,
the young soldier followed up the
light that had been sent to him at a
tragical moment of his existence.

It would take volumes to relate the
cases of the conversions wrought by
the war ; the presence of danger and
of death, joined to the influence and
example of our eoldier-priests, is
working spiritual wonders among the
fighting men of France. " Life in
the trenches is the best of retreats,”
said one, and another added : *‘ The
cannon {8 more elogquent than any
preacher.”

ORDINATION ON THE BATTLEFIELD

How the life of the Church goes on
in the midst of the death and destruc-
tion caused by the most terrible war
in history is shown by a touching
ceremony which took place on Belgian
soil a few days ago. In a fold of the
gand dunes, not far from La Panne
and within sound of the sea, there is
a small chapel served by the Oblates
of Mary which has eo far escaped the
furies of the human tempest. At
7 o'clock the other morning a long
procession of prieste and seminarists,
with a Bishop bringing up the rear,
lett the neighboring convent for the
little chapel. The latter building
was fllled with officers of all grades,
soldiers and some poor refugee civil-
ians. It was an ordination. Six
young deacons were to be raised to
the priesthood by the Coadjutor
Bishop of Nancy, himself a soldier,
to fill the gaps made by the war in
the Diocese of Namur. The six
young prieste are all brancardiers,
the assistant to the French Bishop is
the divisional chaplain of the fourth
section of the Belgian army; the
acolytes are all soldiers also. The
Mass is celebrated to the accompani-
ment of a military band. Ina beauti-
ful address at the close of this elevat
ing ceramony the Bishop said: “‘Never
has the beautiful deflnition of the
sacerdotal life been so well verifled
a8 now. It is theimmolation of man
joined to that of God,— Standard and
Times. y

MR. DILLON‘ AND THE WAR

In the final appeal for recruits Mr,
Dillon set forth the reason why Eng-
land and Ireland were fighting to-
gether. After pointing out the great
change which had come over the
country indicated by the right of
the Volunteers to drill and carry
arms, Mr, Dillon eaid :

For the moment, the great war has
suspended politics, to a large extent—
I might say almost entirely—in Ire-
land, and with the practical common-
sense of Belfaet Nationaliem, which
has so often in the past taught a
lesson to the South of Ireland, you
have realized what was the most
urgent duty that lay upon true
Nationaliste who mean business in
the National cause. The National
Volunteers of Belfast have not been
content with drilling here in Belfast
on Irish soil. They have set an ex-
ample to the rest of Ireland by send-
ing their best and bravest in hun-
dreds to prepare to go to the front, to
fight in Flanders and in France for
the liberty of Europe. . . . To
day, as Mr. Devlin has said, England
and the Empire are fighting on the
pide of Freedom. England occupies
a great position before the world.
She has come forward as the cham-
pion of small nationalities and of
oppressed peoples; but how ocould
she have assumed that position, how
ocould she bhave dared the public
opinion of the world if she had not
placed upon the Statute Book the
Home Rule measure, and if she had

not given liberty to South Afrios,
following our policy and our advice
in that respect ? . . . . That is
why England is able to take her stand
in the proud position she ocoupies,
and because she has had the courage
to do these things she is able to go
betore Europe and say, "I am the
champion of human (liberty.” In
spite of all the grievances we have
got sgainet England in the past we,
the Nationaliste of Ireland, have
never yet turned our backs on a good
cause, and in this cause, when it is
clear tbat England is fighting on the
side of liberty and justice, National-
ist Ireland is with Epgland in this

fight, and I am proud and glad that |

the Nationaliste of Belfast have had
the good sense as well as the courage
to show to the Nationalists ot Ireland
one more good example in the con-
duct of thie struggle.

CORSICA OR CALVARY ?

Not by the Sword, though men its
might scelaim ;

No shouting cohorts can from Earth
expel .

Hate's monstrous brood, the progeny
of Hell,

That feast and fatten on the sicken-
ing shame

Which men call War ; no arm of flesh
can tame

Those pampered flends which'in Man's
bosom dwell,

But only His Who doeth all things
well,

And in Hie Cross, by His Almighty
Name.

That Cross by Roman legions unwith-

stood ;
Chastening to silence the loud hosts
of strite, *
Shedding glad visions on each heart
that grieves ;
For by the dewfall of its Victim's
Blood
That sapless Croes became the Tree
of Life,
The healing of the nations in its
leaves.
—GeorGE BeNson HewrTsoN
* On Christmas Day the British
and German troops in the trenches
agreed to a truce for the day, and
fraternized as though there were no
war, groups of them being photo-
graphed together.

—_—

AN ANGLICAN EDITOR ON THE
BELGIANS IN ENGLAND

It is with the Belgians chiefly that
we have been brought into sweet and
wholesome contact. The emigration
of the French clergy at the end of
the eighteenth century did much to
soften the sour Protestantism of the
English people, and the present
Belgian ewigration has done much
more. It has done more, because
contact with the refugees has been
more general. It is by no means the
case that all Belgian refugees nre
good Catholics, or that all those who
are good Catholics present their own
specific variety of Catholiciam in the
most favorable light. But they are
satisfactory enough in general to
break down prejudice. There is a
well-authenticated story of the two
old ladies in the Midlands, of pro-
nounced Evangelical views, who
were diemayed to find that some
Belgians hospitably entertained by
them were Papists. After some days,
however, they told their pastor with
surprice, ''But they are Christians !
In fact, they are better Christians
than we are, for they have no bitter-
nees or hatred in epite of all they
have suffered.’ The discovery of
Christian virtues in a Papist is dis-
concerting to some minds, but the
disturbance caused is a wholesome
stirring of the waters. The terrible
insularity of English religion begins
to give way, and English Protestant
ism is often nothing else but in-.
sularity,. Many who would regard
an English or Irish Papist with in.
curable distrust are drawn out to a
loving sympathy with suffering Bel-
gium, and where there is loving
sympathy Christian charity cannot
be far distant.—Church Times (An-
glican )

AND THEY WERE NOT
INSPECTED

Here is another glimpse at the
doings of those uninspected religious
who are giving such concern to the
evil-minded busybodies. ‘“Don’t ask
me what I think about them or what
they are doing ; it will take me two
or three days to get over my aston-
ishment,” exclaimed a non-Catholic
merchant who bad juet returned
from an unintended visit to a house
of the Little Sisters of the Poor, and
had seen something of their noble
charity., The Ave Maria, narrating
this incident, gives another illustra-
tion—the case of a friendless Jew
whom the Alexian Brothers in
Chicago cared for during a long ill-
ness. So great was his gratitude
that he expressed thehope that some
day he would be in a position to be-
friend every Catholic institution in
the city. Furthermore he declared
that he would never miss an oppor-
tunity of defending the Catholic
Church.

A probation officer in St. Louis,
Miseouri, wrote to Father Dunne of
the Working Boye’ Home to tell him
what he, thought of that institution
a8 & boy-saver, He stated that the
Home had an unusual place among
institutions, particularly from the
Court point of view. Hundreds of
oases had to be dealt with quickly,
and the willingness of the Home to
receive Catholio, Protestant, oxr Jew
afforded the opportunity to care, ' in
the most homelike way,” for boys

who needed a temporary home, pend.
ing some permanent arrangement.
Said this officer :

The Home is indeed the refuge of
many & youngeter refused by other
institutions—too old for the Orphan
Home and too good for the Industrial
School. You seem to have a place
for all the odd pieces of the boy
puzzle. Better yet, all the “fitty-
seven"” or more varieties of boys,
nine times in ten respond uncon-
sciously to the principle on which
the Home is based,—of bringing out
by the honor system for each boy
every bit of his pride and self-re-
liance, by making him feel that he is
the boy for whom the Home existe,
‘ We congratulate oureelves
on the benefit the Home ie, and has
been, to the Juvenile Court; and I
congratulate the boys in having in
you so faithful and so wise a friend.

To this testimony thousands of
similar incidents might be added.
We recall one that shows what kind
of a man such a Home can turn out,
A priest, travelling east, had as his
chance companion a well get up man
in the thirties, evidently educated,
evidently prosperous. ‘' Whatever I
am,” he said, * I owe to Father H—,
He took me off the streets, a poor,
ragged, starved little newsboy ; gave
me shelter in the Home, at first free
of all charge, then as I earned more,
a tiny sum was charged for board ;
he taught me to read and write, and
better still how to live a clean, up-
right life; he put ambition into us
boys, and I am only one of many he
started on the highway to succees. I
have a good business, a home of my
own, with a good wife and four fine
children in it—and all that I owe,
under God, to Father H.,'—Sacred
Heart Review.

IT HAS SLAIN ITS TEN
THOUSANDS

PRI~ N

Irony is the well dressed and com-
paratively harmless brother of ear-
casm, Irony smiles; sarcasm is sar-
donic. Irony may in its wildest
moments wield a lancet or a rattan,
medicinal, it menacing ; the rough-
handed brother is a bludgeon and a
buzz-saw.

Sometimes, ‘indeed, sarpasm is a
means of defenee, but go, too, is a
sting, a fang, a claw, or the enap of
sharp teeth, Unhappily, behind these
weapons there is an irresponsible
ogent, and that it is which makes
them formidable. So it is with sar-
cagm, The man who takes a pride
in the glitter and edge of the dagger
he loves to whet will be tempted to
display its burnished brightness and
experiment with its sharpness. Sar-
casm forgets the woes of its victim,
while it exulte in its own keenness
and brilliancy. It assumes a superior-
ity, which is maddeniog ; and it will
not only pierce its victim, but turn
its weapon in the wound. Should it
then be surprised if it roils thesprings
of human kindliness and draws to
the turbid surface the refuse and
mean sediment which virtue keeps
suppressed. There is something of
the strong man beating a woman, or
of an angry man kicking a horse in
the ungoverned gallies of sarcasm.
The ocean travelers may admire the
white specter of an iceberg floating
majestically on the waves; but it
would be expecting too much disin-
terestedness in mankind to think
that the travelers will turn and bless
this icy brilliance when their vessel
has been dealt a mortal wound, and
they are engulfed in the chilled
waters. The cold, sharp edges of
sarcasm numbers more victims than
have gone down before the icebergs
of the sea.

Sarcasm has been the opening
gscene in many a domestic tragedy.
A broken sleep, a disgruntled
husband at breakfast, a nervous wite
forgetting to put on the salt, the
curled lip unveiling a keen edged
tooth, the flash and bite of a sarcastic
word—enough ; the curtain falls in a
divorce court. Do you hunger for
human affection ; do you await the
pleasure of trasting confidence ? then
avoid ehrcasm., The heart will ex-
pand and mellow in the sunshine ; it
will not bare itselt to a stiletto. A

Thoraton-Smith o,
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Juggler whirling sharp knives cannot
expect you to sRhake hands with him
or, without fear of dire consequences
to your noee, approach to kise him,
Imagine a man and wife or two sisters
trying to embrace when both parties
were keeping & dozen edged blades
in the air. If you will be sarcastic,
make up your mind to be a heart-
hermit, The delicate bloom ot con-
fidence and loving trust will never
grow on the red-hot coals of a
furnace.

The teacher, the superior, the wife,
tbe husband, the older brother or
sister, the human being who impales
his victim on the cross of sarcasm
and then shouts, Vah ! at him, will
be eventually forgiven, it is to be
hoped, but the high degree ot virtue
required for such forgivenees is not
at present a drug on the market. To
expect conversion of any kind from
sarcasm, displays in the user excep-
tionally rare faith. Since the time
Adam got sarcastic with Eve, or vice
versa, sarcasm has made almost as
many converts as there are moons to
the earth or suns in our planetary
system or Christmases in one year.
The sarcastic Herod did not deserve
a word from Christ. Some Christian
legends have canonized Pilate, but
the devil’s advocate had no trouble
in excluding Herod from the roll of
Saints.—F. P, Donnelly, 8. J, in
* Mustard Seed.”

PR e V- S
UPON THE CROSS

Methinks the cross that consecrated
Calvary,

Its arms outstretched in blessing,
like ita Victor gone,

Caught flrst upon its crest, exult-
ingly,

The flrst triumphant flashes of the
Easter dawn.

—MaseL Bourguin, Fostoria, O.

———

FATHER FRASER'S CHINE:E
MISSION

Taichowtu, China, June 7, 1914,

Dear Mr, Coffey,— When I camse
here two years ago I only had
five catechists, now I bave twenty-
one, 1 owe this rapid progress
principally to my dear friends of
the CaATHOLIC RECOERD. God blesa
them and your worthy paper !

It takes about $50 a year fo sup:
port a catechist and for every suck
sum I receivel will place a man in a
new district to open it up to the
Faith, During the past few montha
I have opened up quite a number of
new places and the neophyfes ame
very pious and eager for baptism.
You will appreciate the value of my
oatechists when I tell that I baptized
eighty-five adults since the begin.
ning of the year as a result of theis
work., I have even brighter hopes
for the future if only my friends
abroad will continue to back me up
financially. J. M, FRASER,
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