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These volumes are wisely distributed |
and obtained with comparative facility. |
The first example is taken from the |
This Convention |

of 1902,
thanked Brother Combes, the Minister

Convention

for his energetic attitude towards the {

Congregations, It passed several
solutions favoring lay education such as

the following: “Teachers should

be |

forbidden to aceompany the children to J

the services of the Chureh under the

| pretext of competing with the schools |
of the Congregations: chaplains should |

| be suppressed in the secondary sehools,” |
urged the complete |

The Convention

| monopoly of the State over teaching;

that the teachers should be the servants
of the State; that their independence
should be guaranteed like that of the
magistrates; and that they should teach

| the House.

nothing but reason and liberty—the
Masonie formula for irreligion. The
attempt to gain control of the
army by secret enquiry displayed a
more corrupt and dangerous spirit.
The aim of this action was to |
suppress one by one those oflicers
| opposed, or likely to oppose the
introduction of Masonie doctrines
into the army. To attain this
end all means seemed justified. The

DownaTus, Archbishop of Ephesus
Apostolic Delegate |
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900,
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LoNDON, SATURDAY, Arrit 30, 1910
WELCOMI

Amidst the varied throng who wel-

el that we,

comed our new Bishop we
representing the ( ‘atholie press, or more
(’A!rl’l"‘ﬂ_\‘s]»l‘u‘(ill;{lhl-wnl_\“':IHlqu'lw\\‘--
paper in his diocese, we have a special
place. Ottawa, Buffalo, sent their de-
putations, to the
mittees which met from various parts of
the diocese, his own religious commun-
ity,
from all Canada
neighboring republic who gathered in
the sanctuary of St. Peter's Cathedral
on Monday to witness his consecration,
to join in the prayers of the Church on

not mention com-

archbishops
from the

priests, bishops and

over and

the great occasion and to express their

| the

congratulations upon his elevation to |

the episcopate.
We do not know that we ean add any-
thing to the sentiments of loyalty and
affection so eloquently expressed in the
addresses from the clergy and from
the laity to Bishop Fallon.

to us with all the power of his sacred

He comes

office and of a strong personality. We
welcome him as the father of the
diocese, as a great educationist, as a

man of large mind and affectionate
heart. We welcome him for the light he
brings. He brings the light of our

great religion to shed it over sanctuary

home, and school. We welcome him
for the love he brings us.
He eclaimed to be a stranger.

No Bishop coming with the Apostolie
mandate is a stranger to us. Once he
knocks at our door our house and all are
his.

name of the authority he bears and in

We welcome him, therefore, in the

the name of the mission entrusted to

It now comes our turn. |

finitely excluded from

him, and in the name of the good which |

he is expected to do in this his new home«
Here he will find the friends whom he
called the We
elaim to be a friend of yesterday and to-

friends of to-morrow.

day and of to-morrow.

him that as long as the CATHOLIC
Recorp continues it will have for him
the filial affection of a true Catholic
journal and the loyalty of aithful
Catholie pen.

FREEMASONRY IN FRANCI

A dispute occurred lately between
two rationalist journals in Frauce as to
the role of freemasonry in that country.
Both newspapers complained of the un-
limited influence of the Masons, The
discussion turned upon the point whether
freemasonry ought not to declare itsell
openly a political ass The
Despateh of Toulouse w tained (hat
Masonry had an old habit of employing
contradictory tactics. This associa-

tion, which in other countries affects to

leave politics alone, is capable of devot-

ing itsell entire Its aln

says tho

to politie

Temps, is to be exclusively a

political association without declaring
iteelf as such. It knows the danger of

publicity and the advantage of secrecy.

1t evades all control of the un ted
as well as any legal restriction. In
England and America roe sonry

represented by a different class —by
men who, though not of a religious turn,

are moderate in their views and benevo
in their intentions., They
that the
which they belong is the ins
sectarian irreligi
Th I'he
Nineteenth Century and After gives a

lent cannot
to

troment of

understand association

authoritative

N

sy call for proofs, A writer in

pumber taken from official declarations

in lodges. According to these

made

» programme of Irench Freemasonry

We ean assure |

| feature peculiar to Italy is t

Grand Orient sent notes to all the lodges
asking for “complete detailed informa-
tion from the political and philosophical

b | point of view on all thejsuperioroflicers,

lieutenant-col-
In the
course of four years the Freemasons of
the country presented of
twenty-five thousand answers to their

generals, commanders,

onels, eolonels of the distriet.”
upwards
masters. Since 1870 Freemasonry has
become so Republican that it claims to
be the Republic itself. In the times of
the Empire it was equally zealous for
Napoleon the Third. Still earlier, under
the Restoration, it stood for the king.
As long as it is the power behind the
throne Freemasonry is not particular
about

In the

Brother

who rules.
of 1804

said:

Con-
vention Gadand a
the
the

itself in

senator, “Freemasonry is

Republic in secret

Republic

Just as
Freemasdnry
In

United States Freemasonry

is
open.”
the

Kogland,
and

Germany |

admits the existence and authority of |

abolished
the homage once given to the ** Great
Architeet of the
form was put forward in 1877, first as a

God ; but in France it has

Universe.”

measure which did not signify any pos-

itive negation. But step by step it as-

sumed the aspect of an anti-religious

manifestation. In 1878, Combes said at

Lyons at the reception of representa

tives of the Lodge * Freemasonry is

to succeed the worn-out religions in the

apostolate of moralit) From the 13th

1877,

of September, Freemasonry de-
its programme
the name and idea of God. Since that

time

wage war upon all Christian sentiments.
It strove to change the nature of the
celebrations the
of the

and execluded her from the glories of

in honor of Blessed

Joan Are, repudiated heroine

France. From these statements, it
will be seen how essentially irreligious

French Freemasonry is in its character,

17

subjects

LLY

Few are so difficult to

comprehend as the

party politics and
governmental erisis in the parliaments

of

Latin countries, Most

of

representa-

these
slative bodies
In

explicable apathy on the part of the

are not

tive. France there has been an in-

Catholic classes. Government has be-
come a machine whose sole funetion is
to make war upon the conscience of
those opposed to the ministry. Italy

the same malice against cve

N¢

everybody reli is

ative of the

This re- |

it has not lost an opportunity to |

| with

its parliament the represer

best citizens. A prineciple is involved.
The King of Italy is a robber king. His
power the re is unjust and his par-
liament  invested with no authority.
The Popes have so far consistently
maintained that for Catholies to vote
for candidates for this legislature would
be to rec e the right of the king |
and the parliament to the jurisdiction
they exe in the Papal States,
This stand has been modified. Another

at nnited

| license

Italy is little better than a name. |
Northern and Southern Italy are as
wide apart as ever. Different in races
and customs, they have scarcely a
bond of wunion. More republican
than monarchical in political sym-
pathies and tendencies they cause
the king more anxiety than they bring
him glory. Another danger to all legi-
timate institutions in these countr

comes from the seeret societies. The
| ecentral object of their attack is un-

| streng

js the destruction of all religion, the
direction of politics, of the law, educa-
tion and legislation in France. First
there are the reports of the |

doubtedly the Papacy. For this reason

the strongest of their forces
ed in Italy.

gth 1

are gather-

Whatever international

ay be needed the

» keej
bloe in power at Paris, to assassinate the
King of Portugal or kindle the Barce-
lona torches against convents and
churches, is amply provided for upon the
understood eondition that the real fort

to be captured is the Vatican and the

|
re-

tures will such a spirit develop ? The
voice which to-day rings out “Death
to the elergy,” will to-morrow be no
less severe upon the monarchy, We
simply indicate the spirit which ani-
mates Italy. The working of their party
politiesis a more tortuous path to follow.
It is not our purpose to enter upon this
by-way except so far as it concerns the
Holy Father'and religion. Upon what-
ever minor questions governments may
be defeated, one policy is persisted in,
viz,anti-clericalism. SignorGiolitti who
was returned last year to power by a
great majority was a few months later
defeated upon a question of Steamship
Convention. His suecessor, Signor
Sonnino, failed because the Radicals
and the Democratic Left refused to
follow him unless he made anti-clerical-
ism a part of his programme.
had to resign after three months, After
inviting one or two others who declined

Sonnino |

|

|
|

|

the King turned to Luzzatti, a eonspicu- |

ous member of the Conservative side of
Luzzatti entered into terms

| with the Radicals at once, and after

some negotations succeeded iu forming e
The condition which had

been rejected by Sonnino is now ad-

ministry.

mitted, that anti-clericalism is to be a |

part of the government poliey. We
not think that these previous
governments were not
For forty years this policy has been go-
ing on. Religious orders
plundered, religious
pressed in the public schools, the
liberties of the Church have been
violated and the position of the Holy
Father rendered intolerable. But the
future anti-clericalism will be much
more drastic and sweeping. It means
more than the introduction of divorce.
It means that one religion is as bad as
another and that the state must be en-
tirely lay. Luzzatti is giving Socialists
and Anarchists full rope in the expecta-
tion that they may

must

been
sup-

have
instruction

hang themselves.

| ago.

upon which it ecould not rely for a day.
With half the population absolutely
Catholic what was needed was to rouse
Catholies from their indifference and
apathy. Signs of this awakening are
not wanting. Last year at Vicenza
where the Socialists had seeularized
the schools, a meeting of fathers of fami-
lies was held, and within a week nearly
all the scholars were withdrawn, In
districts like Venetia, Piedmont, Lom-
bardy and Tuscany nearly every town
and village has its Catholic association,
Last summer a meeting of many of these
took place. It was attendad by 15,000
men representing HU3 societies, with a
membership of 52,661 people. These
societies are formed for the purpose of
combatting falsesocial economy and anti-
Christian ideas. They include 142 elubs
for youths, leagues of fathers of families,

over a hundred mutual aid societies, |
| nearly & hundred credit banks, a work-

ing-men's university, economic kitchens,
offices for emigrants, societies for the
maiutenance of religion in schools, athle-
tic elubs and other
tious, The Dioeesan Couneil under which
these bodies are federated showed its
power in a strike. The whole staff of a
factory went out because a Catholie

kindred associa-

| workman had been dismissed on account
| of his religion.
anti-clerical. |

Aided by the Bishop of
Bergamo, the Diocesan Council and the
boards eontrolled by it, brovght the
masters to a settlement without a single
act of violence, The movement is assid-
uously supported by the Holy Father,
whilst the Bishops are working hard to
make their peovle rise to a higher level
and know their power when acting in
unity. The true aims of the anti-cleri-
cals are unmasked by many Catholic
journals, so that I'ree Masonry does not
enjoy the undisturbed position it did in
Italy, and even in Rome, twenty years
Admitting that the slackness of

: Catholies still clogs the wheels of the

At the same time he does noth- |
ing to prevent Catholies from
assembling and speaking freely at
their religio-political meetings. One

hope lies in all the plots woven against

the Viear of Christ and the Church in

Italy, that these machinations are turn- |

ing against the first and most guilty of
The which
were directed against the religious in-
stitutions of the country have let loose
forces which now extend their efforts to
the of

the intriguers. measures

destroy
Italy.
of hearing Mass in the army has

political institutions

ceord-

ing to an Italian statesman, helped on
the anti-Theistic movement in an extra-
ordinary manner,”” The will
fall with the altar. In the meantime
anti-clericalism, dominated

Throne

by Free-
masonry, will go on unchecked. These
Roman Freemasons were described late-
ly in the Saturday Review as

‘a gang
of malefactors bent upon destroying re-
To
dechristianize the young, to change the
mental needle of the nation and divert

ligion and corrupting the people.”

future generations from the infinence of
religion, are the diabolical purposes of
cret associations, They
too Secularism
schools in Southern Italy and in cities

these

are

succeeding well. in

like Florence, Verona and Padua are
evidence of the evil.
faults, says a writer in The Catholie
Union Gazette, is that it gives too much
to So much
power does it give to these bodies that
they can contravene the law.
cities of old were accustomed to do as
they liked. Under the law as it stands
erucifixes must be placed in every publie
school, at opening and
closing, and catechism regularly taught.
In many the Soc
dominate the counecil these

municipalities.

prayer said

cities

where lists

have been nullified and the instruction

has been entirely secularized. Thus a

different different

poliey in

The

prevails

cities, general law is defled,
troubles increage and authority is so
weakened that it

obser

vance of its own The
result is, says this writer in the Gazette,

“that the still

measures,

though country is

The abolition of the obligation |

One of the chief |

| careless and unreflecting.

Italian |

regulations |

cannot command the

essentially Catholie, it is not going too |

far to say that taking one part of Italy
another, at least a fourth of the
population has lost almost entire touch
with the religious idea, whereas another
fourth indifferent.” It
is plain that Masons pull the wires and
direct the conduet of the anti-clerieals.
Plain

poliey.

is more or less

likewise is the purpose of this

It to the supreme
power of the State and to systematically
dechristianize the that “the
Masons may form voters for themselves
and the party they represent.”

is obtain

people

THE OFFSET
Dark though this picture of Italy
may be there is light breaking through
the cloud with increasing brightness.
The Italians resemble the in
many but in other respects
the two peoples are very different. In
character the Italians are simpler than
the French, nor are they so revolution.

French
respects;

v and fond of disorder,

Besides recent
everts in France have been an object-
to Italy which the monarchy
does not forget to teach the people; for

lesson

the Throne has more support from the

real enemy to be combatted is the Holy | Chureh than it can afford to barter
Father. What kind of national legisla- [ 8way for the aunti-clerical influence
|

movement it
ing in energy
that with a little
the Church party will
bid deflance to the anti- clericals
even if fostered by the national Parlia-
ment.

is gradually increas-

and momentum, so

more organization

be able to

PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Amongst the treasures and boons of

modern times one of the greatest and

most expensive is the free publie library.

gy g T .
It is not an unmixed bless

Its edu-

8
cational power is largely handicapped ;
for the choice of books is at the whim
and sentiment of the readers,
ity as a refined resting place, where nne
may spend a quiet afternoon, is undoubt~
ed. The varied catalogue of a free lib-
rary mixing good and bad, or good and
very indifferent, reading matter, is one
of the dangers threatening the youth of
coming generations. A free library is
quite socialistic in its workings —and
economical to the individual, although
for the whole
One of the bad elfects is
the weakening of home libraries, and

an extravagant luxury
community.

consequently of that direction in read-
ing which when exereised by parents has
a most beneficial effect upon the charac-
ter and taste of the younger members of
the family. No home should be with-

out its library — whose silent occu-
pants in shelves form tradi.
tion and help to discipline the

be all drudgery.

plete romance, Besides the hours of

work and useful wage-earning toil there |

must be a little spare time for the high-
We must
learn that there are voices, strong and
sweet, which sing to us of past struggles
and glories., There
great Jand the canonized which gently
reprove us for our selfishness and world-

er activities of the soul.

are

liness. There is God's holy Word which
should form a portion of our daily read-
ing., Our famished soul cannot be sated
with a morn

That soul hur

ng paper or a short story.
gers for something higher

for the testimonies of truth and the |

justifications of God's law.
Catholic

What about

reference
libraries containing works upon all sub-
jects connected with the Church are
much needed in the larger cities and

libraries? Good

centres.
by them. Catholic truth could with
great facility be better defended. And
Catholie studies would be largely en-
couraged. We learn that such a
library is about to be established in
Montreal by the Sulpician Fathers. If

80 it is only ¢
public services this community has done
and is doing for the Church. What the
Sulpicians undertake they do in a
princely manner, Witness their Semin-
aries, the Montreal Laval University
and the Canadian College at Rome.
When they establish a Catholic library
at Montreal they will do it upon broad

foundations and for the usefulness and

profit and spread of Catholic learning.
We hope that other cities will follow
their example—for an increase of Cath-

olic literature cannot fail to be produe- |

| tive of good amongst our people who at

present are too easily satisfied with the
husks and the stagnant waters of un-

sound reading.

1t is not so mueh what we do as what
we are that tells in this world.

Its util- |

Life cannot |
Nor can it be a com- |

lives of the |

Reading circles counld profit |

other proof of the great ;

RUSSIAN CONVERTS
Recently Russia published an edict
proclaiming religious toleration, A
| great change has come over the Empire,
| The decree is, on account of the action

| of the Russian Synod and the governors,
|

‘ in many provinces a dead letter for |

| many Russian subjects. Stidl the truth |

| is becoming gradually known and the
‘ law is producing fruit. According to

Lisle Bowles, the first named of whom [ the land of his fathers. The project
she visited at Rydal Mount in her six. | whieh, in another letter he outlines, |
teenth year. The Quarterly Review, | to some extent been carried out in (),

in an article on “Modern
Poetesses,” deseribed her as “Our Infant
Sappbo.” A still more interesting

memento is a first edition of Coventry | % Keformation,”

Euglish | History

of St. Margaret's Cony
Edinburg, of which, as the first conv
tual institution in Scotland sine
Bishop Gillis wy

Patmore's “Unknown Eros" (Bell : 1878) | founder, and during his lifetime

ou the half-title of which appears this

mainstay. Some day, let us hope, t

| inseription ; “The Rev. Father W. B. | adequate biography for which I3
Morris, from Aubrey de Vere, with . Cameron longed will be fortheomiy;

statistics the number of persons who |

have abandoned the Orthodox Russian |

! Church for other religions or for no re-
i ligion since the promulgation of religi-
| ous liberty amounts to 301,450, Of

|

|
these more than two-thirds, 233,8004

have become Catholies. They consist

| mainly of Poles, Lithuanians and
il'krnninns whom Russian laws had
| forced into the Orthodox Church.
|

Lutheranism, which is widely diffused
| in the Western Provinces, gained only
14,500 converts. As many as 50,000
Orthodox Russians became Mahome-
dans : 3,400 became Buddhists ; 400
entered the Jewish religion; and 150
fell into idolatry.

NOTES AND COMMENTS
Tuar THE REAL nature of the war
upon religion now in progress in France
is coming gradually to be understood in
Canada signs are not wanting. Papers
of the Christian Guardian, the Orange
| Sentinel and Canadian Baptist type may
continue to applaud the work of the

?
L

enemies of all religion in that unhappy |

country. The oeccasion of striking a
blow at the Church is too tempting to
be passed by.
look on indifferently at kindred work

going on in their own theological in- |

stitutions, but where the
Church is concerned they must raise
their voices in unholy mockery, and
join with the rabble iu France and Italy
in erying *erucify her! erucify her.”
[t is the Church's lot as the Dride of
Christ to share with her Divine Spouse
this blessed privilege of ealumny and
violence. It will be so to the end.

the

Bur WHILE

Catholie |

| are tempted here to reproduce.

sectarian papers are |
indulging themselves to the full in this
| vile erusade, there is some consolation

in the fact that secular papers of the
better class are more disposed to see
things as they are. To them, it seems,
and not to the religious weeklies, must
Canadians look for guidance in
right direction. The

London Free

| quite new.

kindest regards, June 28, 1881, This is

Father Morris of the London Oratory, |

Antigonish, Feb, 4th, |
Bishop Gillis was a man of ext;

whose “Life of St. Patrick” is well- | dinary gifts. Slaves of routine
| not appreciate his genius and |

known to scholars, Thelinking together

in this manner of three names that have |

| fault with his soaring so far above

own level. In the year 1853 so;

shed lustre upon the English literature | those carping busybodies informed |

of the
interest all its own.

nineteenth century has
Still another item

| lies before us in Aubrey de Vere's latest

an ‘

Pius IX, that Dr. Gillis was often «
from his diocese and shortly aftery
| His Holiness told a recently ord
| student of the Propaganda from

republished volume “The Legends of St. | hurgh, who was having an au U >
Patrick, and Other Poems " (Maemillan: | prior to his return to his native co
1805), a personal gift from the author, | 10 tell his lordship on his part tha

together with an autograph
written in the last years of his life in
which reference is made

arge

duty during the ship-fever of 1847, is
recorded in the poet's *Reminiscenses.”

> dea

Lastly, there is another letter, written | me i! I had seen Bishop Gillis of
in 1856, with reference to a manusecript |
by one of the de Veres, entitled “Diary |

of a Naval Officer,” which, so far as we

letter |

roamed too much—** dite al 3t
| covo che gira troppo.” The fact
| ever, was that|Bishop Gillis only

to the first | elled for his health, but this I d
Bishop of Toronto, Dr. Micheal Power, | know at the time.

In the summ
8564 1 was spending a few mont
[ Paris on my way home from Rome,
happening one day to dine at the |
| College, the President, Dr. Mile

»d I had not. * 1 saw hin
y," he resumed, “but he has I
Rome.” *“Well, if he goes to 1lom
remarked, *“ he will be reprimande

repl

are aware, has never been published. | being so often away from his dicc

They were a brilliant family intellec-
tually, and it is pleasing to reflect that
from the name as, at least as the Nine-
teenth Century knewit, there arises no

Tl it still 1| aroma that is not of sweet savour, or no
hey may sit still and |, " &
Y ¥ | influence but what is morally stimulat-

ing.

IN LOOKING over an old volume of the
Canadian Illustrated News the other
day we lit upon the following sonnet by
the gifted of Farliament
which for the benefit of our readers we
As an
essayist of rare skill and discernment,
and as an authority on English litera-
ture, without a rival in Canada, Mr.
Griflin is well known, but that he had at
any time cultivated the gentle art of
poesy at
This sonnet was written in

Librarian

is, to us least, intelligence
1871 when Mr. Griflin was editor of the

Halifax Express, and we could make a

| shrewd guess as to the identity of one

the |

Press, for instance, remarking on the re- |

ception which Premier Briand met with
lately at the hands of his constituents,
remarks that * the of
seem to have increased boldness in

forces disorder
in
proportion as the religious influences
have diminished.” It was ever so, and
only the morally blind can fail to see
whither the anti-Christian
France is tending.

warfare in
And the greater the
pity that a so-called religious press in
this country can find no better outlet
for their energies than to sit back and
applaud,

Tue N. Y. FREEMAN'S JOURNAIL
stumbles sadly in its very appreciative
| sketch of Aubrey de Vere, whom it
| titles “ Sir " Aubrey, and dates his
| birth as far back as 1788. Now, since
Aubrey de Vere died less than
years ago, he becomes, in the hands of
the Freeman's Journal,'a patriarch of
the Methuslam type, almost, and, in

% precocious old age.” But the truth is
that our contemporary confuses the

five |

|

|

these latter days, certainly a marvel of ‘

(Catholie poet, Aubrey, with his non- |

Catholic father, Sir Aubrey, baronet,
who shared with his son the poetic
faculty and was of the leading
sonneteers of his generation, the friend
of Wordsworth and of Coleridge, and a

one

good type of the staid, conservative |

gentleman of the old school.
younger Aubrey, the greater poet, came
within the sphere of influences un-
known to his father, and while, like him,
enjoying the friendship of Wordsworth,
a greater than Wordsworth, John Hery
Newman, was destined to have a share
in moulding his career and leading his
footsteps back to the old paths. Aubrey
| de Vere, as all the world knows, became
| a Catholic in 1851, and thenceforward
his genuis found its strongest and mos t
| harmonious expression in voicing the
| tribulations and triumphs of the Bride
inf Christ. His mother, Lady de Vere,
| and his elder brothers, Sir Vere Edmond,
| third baronet, and Sir Stephen, fourth,
| followed his example, and, as a conse-
quence, the family desmesne, Curragh
; Chase, Adare, near Limerick, always
| Aubrey's home, became a centre from
| which has since radiated influences un-
‘ equivocally Catholie.

It 15 the present writer's good fortune
to possess several interesting mementos
of the two Aubrey de Veres. Of the
father, a volume, “Mary Tudor and
other Poems,” published by Pickering in
1847;inscribed in the poet’s own auto-
graph to “Emily Sharman, March 27,
1850,” and of the son. “The Waldenses
or The Fall of Rora” (Parker: 1842)
inseribed to “Miss Fisher, from Aubrey
| de Vere.” This Miss Fisher (Emmiline

Fisher) was a daughter of a Canon of
Salisbury Cathedral, who attained suf-
| ficient celebrity as an instance of preco-
cious poetical talent to attract the
attention of Wordsworth and William

The |
| publication of the following letter ad- | erally conceded, to be one of our great-

| should not

at least of the “ black-robed” friends
who inspired so graceful a tribute from
1v iuteresting
know to what extent *“ M. J. G."” wooed
the muses in those early days, and if
any reader of the Recorp has cogni-
of other poetical effusions
from the same source, he will econfer a
favor by transcribing them forus:

his pen. wouid be to

zance any

TO TWO

A Happy New Year to ye friends of
mine,

Black-robed, white-souled, beside your
Southern sea !

There, when ye sing
divine,

Spare yet some kindly thoughts for home
and me,

Ilere, where the winds bite, and the
misty moon

Storm-cireled glimmers in the shrouded

ABSENT FRIENDS

the canticles

sky,
I call them back, the days that died too
soon,
Grasp them with rapture, lose them with

a sigh.
Hold fast your holy hopes, and help me
too,
To hold my hopes, less holy ; break the
days
To hours each finding its own work to
do,
contemplation, study, prayer
praise,

Of or

| Dr. Miley cast a pitying glance at
and slowly and emphatically addr
me as follows : * Ah, you don't
Bishop Gillis. He is canny as a
can be, beside possessing all the )
of a Frenchman in the most r
degree. When he will go to the Vat
the Pope, backed even by the whol
lege of Cardinals, will not presu
find fault with him.” Depend uj
Roman as I then was, I felt proud
fellow-countryman, As an insta
the Bishop's marvellous tact, Dr, M
then told me how, years previous!
(Giillis had applied to the Central (
cil of the Association of the Propagat
of the Faith in Paris for a subsid
behalf of his Vieariate withont suc
He brought all his keen logic an
rivaled eloquence, as well as cow
potent influences to bear upon the Pr
dent and members of the Council,
all in vain, Their stock argument
that his Vicariate was in Europe,
ing daunted, the Bishop quietly
Paris for Lyons, There he besciged
Central Couneil and with such sue
that in a very short time he induce
members to secede from Paris, or rat
to devote their revenue to the poor
sions of Europe, while the Paris Coune
would as before help the foreign u
sions only. This brought the Pa:
Messieurs to their knees, They depr
cated the division and offered to su
dize Dr. Gillis most handsomely o1
dition that Lyons would return
status qu But Lyons would 1
listen ; for the brave bishop had plead
not only his own cause but alsc
cause of all the other poor missions
Europe as well. Paris had to appe
Rome, and Rome, while maintair
union of the two councils, deeide
cording to the contention of Dr, (
to the joy of so many deserving
iates that had never before receive
one sou from the great association.
Excuse the length of this hurric
scrawl. I am my own only secreta
and well nigh overwhelmed with wor
from year's end to year's end.
I remain, very faithfully,
Yours in Christ,
JouN CAMERON
Bishop of Antigonisi

ante.

1

SoMeE REFLECTIONS of a Franciscar
exchange on kindness and sociabilit

in the parish we could wish to see pre
mulgated throughout the length anc
breadth of the country. *“ A parish,
says our contemporary, “is a family of
its own, of which the parish priest is

So shall ye bear the weight of task and the head and father, the parishioners

time

Lightly, as winter-storms your happier | brothers and sisters.”

clime,
Tue RECENT death of Bishop Cameron,
to which reference was made in these

columns last week, renders timely the

dressed to the present writer twenty-

being the members and children
This being s
| and it is a fundamental precept of our
faith—could not some
which is expended on trivialities be
better bestowed upon a systematic

effort to remedy what is at present gen-

of the energy

est weaknesses., Catholies are usuall)

one years ago. Bishop Gillis, to whom | gredited with moving ‘en masse and, it
the letter refers, was for imany years | politics, of voting almost as one man.
( 1838-1864 ) Vicar Apostolic of the | This, of course, is a senseless fallacy, and
Eastern district of Scotland, and Bishop | sgave where principle is at stake it
Cameron, who had known him well, was | would be regrettable were it otherwise
anxious that an adequate biography of a | But if the idea in any way represented
man so conspicuous for good works | social cohesion amongst us it would be

remain longer unwritten. |

an unmixed blessing. Not that social

Bishop Gillis, it may be added, was by ‘ distinetions should be abrogated or no
birth a Canadian, having first seen the v‘ choice or selection |made in one's

light in the city of Montreal in ISl)2i
and received his early education under |

the Sulpicians in that city. His parents
returned to Scotland in 1816, taking
James, their only son, with them, and
thenceforward his name is identifled
with the upgrowth of the Church in the
land of his ancestors. In 1833, however,
there seemed to be some prospect of his
return to Canada, for, on the elevation
to the Sacred College of Mgr. Thomas
Weld, who since 1826 has been coadjutor
to Bishop Macdonell of Kingston, Father

Gillis' name was among those submitted |
The |

to Propaganda as his successor.
choice, however, fell eventually upon
Mgr. Gaulin, who subsequently succeed-
ed to the See of Kingston. Bishop
Gillis died in Edinburgh in 1864, leav-
ing behind him an European reputation
for energy and capacity.

THE FOLLOWING letter, then, furnishes
not only a pleasing glimpse of Bishop
Gillis but of Bishop Cameron also, for it
evinces his deep interest in ecclesias-
tical history, especially as relating to

acquaintances — for, in the circum-
stances of our existence here below
this is inevitable. But that these dis-
tinctions, however desirable or neces-
sary in families, should be dragged into
the church, as, unhappily they some-
times are, is a reproach to us and a
scandal. How often does not one hear
some chattering maiden express her
disinclination to become a member of
a sodality or other confraternity be-
cause therein she would have to associ-
ate with other young women a grade or
two below her “in society !” But, what
is much more to the point, in how many
parishes in the larger cities or perhaps
even in villages or towns where there is
but one church, do families come and go
to Mass, year in and year out, and
never even know by name other families
who occupy adjoining pews. We have
one parish in mind as we write in which
this state of things is literally exempli-
fied, and, we suppose, it is typical of
many. And it is not to our credit that
it should be so. Catholies surely have
sufficient in comwmon in the very fact




