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The Priest’s Soul.

(By Lady Wilde. )

In former days there were great 
schools in 'Ireland, where every sort 
sd learning was taught to the people 
and even the poorest had more fcnow- 
lsdge at that tame than many a gen­
tleman has now. But as to the 
priests, their learning was above all, 
so that the fame of Ireland went 
°ver the whole world, and many 
Jongs from foreign lands used to send 
their sons all the way to Ireland to 

nought up in the Irish schools.
Now at this time there was a lit- j 

tie boy learning at one of th^m who I 
was a wonder to everyone for his ! 
cleverness. His parents were

fear and cried out: "Lists* I I taught
you a lie. There is a God, end 
has an immortal soul. I believe now 
all I denied before."

But the shouts of laughter that 
‘ooiioa s.issud oqr* peaMOjp dm esoj 

for they thought he was only trying 
them for argument.

"Prove it, master," they cried. 
“Prove it. Who has ever seen God? 
Who has ever seen the soul?"

And the room was stirred with 
their laughter.

The priest stood up to answer 
hem, but do word could he utter. 
Ml Ms eloquence, all his powers of 
argument had gone from him; and he 
could do nothing but wring his hands 
and cry out: "There is a God! There 
is * God! Lord have mercy on my 
soul!" i

And they all began to mock him, 
and repeat his own words that he
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his ]>oor father and mother were so 
proud of him that they resolved to 
make him a priest, which they did 
at last, though they, .pearly starved 
themselves to get the money. Well, 
such another learned man was not 
in Ireland, and he was as great in 
argument as ever, so that no one 
could stand before him. Even the 
bishops tried to talk to him, but he 
showed them at once they knew no­
thing at all.

Now there avere no schoolmasters 
in those times, but it was the'priests 
who taught the people. As this man 
was the cleverest in Ireland, all the 
foreign kings sent their sons to Mm, 
as long as he had house-room to give

So fie grew very proud, and began 
to forget how low he had 'been, and 
worst of all, even to forget God, 
who had made him what he was. 
And the pride of arguing got hold of 
him, so that from one thing to an­
other he went on to prove that there 
was no Purgatory, and then no Hell, 
and then no Heaven, and then no 
God; and at last that men had _ no 
souls, but were no more than a dog 
or a cow, and when they died there 
was an end to them.

"Whoever saw a soul?" he would , 
eay. "If you can show me one, I j 
will believe."

No one could make any answer 
to this; and at last they all came 
to believe that as there was no 
other world, everyone might do what 
they liked in thjs; the priest setting 
the example, for he took a beautiful 
young girl to wife. But as no priest 
or bishop in the whole land could 
be got to marry them, he was Oblig­
ed to read the service over himself.
It was a great'scandal, yet no one 
dared to say a word, for all the 
kings' sons were on his slide, and 
would have slaughtered anyone who 
tried to prevent his wicked goings- 
on. Poor boys, they all believed in 
him, and thought every word he said 
was the truth.

In this way his notions began to 
spread about, and the whole world 
was going to the bad, when one 
night an angel came down from hea­
ven, and told the priest he had but 
twenty-four hours to live. He began 
to tremble, and asked for a little 
more time.

But the angel was stiff, and told 
him that could not be.

“What do you want time for, 
sinner?" he asked.

"Oh. sir, have pity on my poor 
soul ! " urged the priest.

"Oh, so! You have a soul, then." 
said the angel. "Pray, how did you 
find that out?"

"It has been fluttering, in me ever 
since you appeared," answered the 
priest. "What a tool I was not to 
think of it before."

"A fool, indeed," said the angel. 
"What good was all your learning, 
when it could not tefl you that you 
had a soul?"

"Ah, my lord," said the priest, "if 
t am to die, tell me how soon I may 
he In heaven."

"Never," replied the angel. "You 
denied there was a heaven."

"Then, my lord, may I go to pur­
gatory?"

"You denied Purgatory also; you 
must go straight to Hell," said the 
angel.

"But, my lord, I denied Hell also," 
answered the priest, "so you can’t 
send me there either."

The angel was a little puzzled. 
"Well," he said; "I'll tell you what 

I can do for you. You may either 
live now on earth for a hundred 
years, enjoying every pleasure, and 
then be cast into Hell for ever, or 
you may die In twenty-four hours in 
the most horrible torments, and pass 
through Purgatory, there to remain 
till the Day of Judgment, if only you 
can find some one person that be­
lieves, and through his belief mercy 
will be vouchsafed to you, and your 
soul will, be saved."

The priest did. not take five min­
utes to make up his mind.

"I will have death in the twenty- 
four hours," he said, "so that my 
soul may be saved ait last."

On this the angel gave him direc­
tions as to what he was to do, and 
left him.

Then immediately the priest en­
tered the large room where all the 
Scholars and the kings’ sons were 
seated, and called. out to them;

"Now, tell me the truth, and let 
none fear to contradict me; tell me 
What is your belief—have men souls?"
"Master," they answered, "once we 

hollered that men had souls; but, 
thanScs to your teaching, we believe 
so -no longer. There is no Hell, and 
rv'‘Hesren. efid no God. is ovr
belief, for it is thus you taught us/’

Then the priest grew pale with

same answer came from one 
and all—"We believe only what you 
have taught us," for his doctrine had 
spread far and wide through the 
country.

On Tuesday night, July 14th, some 
of the people of St. Columban, Ont., 
witnessed a remarkable apparition. 
There was a cross on the moon . The 
number that beheld the phenomenon 
was not large, owing to the fact that 
the great majority had already re­
tired for the night.

When the moon rose above the ho­
rizon—about ten o'clock—a large 
oirro-cumulous cloud was fretting the 
eastern sky with threads of silver 
and streaks of purple. Doubtless this 
circumstance prevented many from 
beholding the lunar phenomenon in all 
its splendor. At intervals, how­
ever, the unusual appearance of. our 
bright terrestrial satellite arrested 
the attention of belated visitors 
wending their way homeward.

Now the moon appeared to be 
twice its usual size. Then a cloud 
intervened. Then "the men in the 
moon” appeared to be swinging his 
arms. Again many filaments of 
clouds spread out like fans. One 
said; “Look! the moon is divided in 
halves." Another said; “See, the 
moon is fastened to a big pole in 
the sky." But the clouds grew 
denser and at eleven o'clock the moon 
became entirely hidden from view.

By that time nearly all the watch­
ers had said their prayers and retir­
ed for the night. Only a few re­
mained on guard, and before long a 
wonderful transformation scene re­
warded their patience.

At half-past eleven the blue em­
broidered veil that hid the moon from ! 
view was suddenly rent in twain, 
leaving a cloudless sky in the Blast. !
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month. Committee meets last 
Wednesday. Officers: Rev. Chap­
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Then he grew half mad with fear Affixed to -ue moon was a copper- ! 
for the hours were passing, and he ! colored cross, In height the cross 
flung himself down on the ground in j was about 15 feet, or ten apparent i 
a lonesome spot, ana wept and groan- diameters of the moon. The united 
ed in terror, for the time was coni- 1 a 1-1118 °f the cross measured about se­
ing fast when he must die. Ven diameters of the moon. There

Just then a little child came by. j were no clouds near the moon; the 
“God save you kindly," said the j s^y was blue and free from vapor, 
child to him. | and it remained in evidence about a

The priest started up. I full half hour.
Do you believe in God?’’ he asked. | .The following residents beheld the

"I have come from a far country to Phenomenon,
i Uni onHlearn about him," said the child. 1 j^°ll®,ntl, Postmaster J

John J. 
J. Holland, :
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—Organized 13th November, 1883. 
Meets in St. Patrick's Hall, 92 St. 
Alexander street, every 2nd and 
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the transaction of business, at 8 
o’clock. Officers—Spiritual Ad­
viser, Rev. J. p. Kill01 an, Uh-vi- 
cellor, W, A. Hodgson; P reel dent, 
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dent, James Cahill; 2nd Vice-Pre­
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Jas. J. Costigan, 604 St. Urbaia 
street; Treasurer, F. J. Sears; Mar­
shall, G. I. Nichols; Guard, James 
Callahan. Trustees—W. F. Wall,
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W. A. L. Styles and Dr. John Cur^ 
ran.
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“Will your honor direct me to 
■bust school they have in these parts?

‘•‘The best school and the best 
teacher is close by,” said the priest, 
and he named himself.

“Oh, not to that man,” answered 
the child; “for I am told he denies 
God, and Heaven, and Hell, and even 
that man has soul, because he 
cannot see it; but I would soon put 
him down.”

The priest looked at him earnestly. 
"How?" he inquired.

"Why," said the child, "I would 
ask him if he believed he had life 
to show me his life."

"But he could not do that, my 
child," said the priest. "Life cannot 
be seen; we have it, but it is invis­
ible. "

“Then if we have life, though we 
cannot see it, we may also have

the i brother, Geo. Holland, Miss Mar­
garet Devereux, Normal teacher; Mrs. 
Job. Me lady, Miss N. S. Devereux, | 
Normal teacher; Jos. Melady and 
other reliable witnesses, whose tes- = 
timony has been carefully examined 
by the Rev. Albert McKeon, S.T L-, ! 
the parish priest of St. Columban. !

In the early years of the fourth cen- i 
tury Constantine, the Emperor, and I 
others beheld in the sky, after mid- | 
day, a luminous cross, bearing this | 
inscription in Greek: “En Toulo ! 
Nika" ( Conquer by this. )

What the St. Columban cross pre- ; 
sages, we do not presume to affirm. ! 
One thing is certain, for our Saviour 
tells us, that before the end of the 
world "there shall be signs in 
Sun, and In the Moon, and in 
Stars." (St. Luke, xxi., 25.)

the I 
the

Warts on the hands is a disfigure- ; 
soul, though it is invisible," answer- J ment that troubles many ladies. Hol­

loway’s Corn Cure will remove the 1ed the child.
When the priest heard him speak 

these words, he fell down on his 
knees before him, weeping for joy, 
for now he knew his soul was safe; 
he had met one at last that believed. 
And he told the child his whole story 
—all his wickedness, and pride, and

blemishes without pain.

A BRAVE PRIEST

A story of the zeal and bravery of 
a young Irish priest of the diocese 
of Superior, Wis., nas just come toblasphemy agaimrt the area* God; llght. Tto ilcTO "a Faticr m “

o rwl nrvur tha ninnvil nan nnmn Kim 1 - - . —and how the angel had come to him 
and told him of the only way in 
which he could be saved, through 
the faith and prayers of someone that 
believed.

“Now, then," he said to the child. 
' ‘take this penknife and strike it into 
my breast, and go on stabbing the 
flesh until you see the paleness of 
death on my face. Then watch—for 
a living thing will soar up from my 
body as 1 die, and you will then 
know that my soul has ascended into 
the presence of God. And when you 
see this thing, make baste and run 
to my school and call on all my scho­
lars to come and see that the soul 
of their master has left the body and 
that all he taught them was a lie, 
for that there is a God who punishes 
sin, and a Heaven, and a Hell, and 
that man has tin immortal soul des­
tined for eternal happiness or mi­
sery."

"I will pray," said the child, "to 
have courage to do this work."

And he kneeled down and prayed. 
Then when he rose up he took the 
penknife and struck it into the 
priest's heart, and struck again and 
again till all tfie flesh was laceratet|; 
but still the priest lived, though the 
agony was horrible, for he could not 
die until the twenty-four hours had 
expired.

At last the agony seemed to cease, 
and the stillness of death settled on 
his face. Then the child, who was 
watching, saw a beautiful living crea­
ture, with four snow-white wings, 
mount from the dead man’s body into 
the air, and go fluttering round his 
head.

So he ran to bring the scholars; 
and when they saw it they all knew 
it was the soul of their master; a/nd 
they watched with wonder end awe 
until it passed from sight into the 
clouds.
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tor of St. Mary’s Church, Bruce. One 
night in the month of April of this j 
year he received word that an old , 
man, who had for many years ne­
glected his religious duties, was dy­
ing. Although the night was dark 
and stormy and the distance from 
the dying man forty miles—,the priest 
made the journey in less than four

In order to reach the dying man

THE TRUE WITNESS
PRINTING AND PUBLISHING SOM PANY.

Faith in St. Gerard Majella.

The Liverpool Catholic Times gives 
the following testimony of a cure ob­
tained through the intersession of St. 
Gerard Majella:

. w A striking instance of faith in the
the Chippewa nver had to be crossed, power of St. Gerard Majella has oc-
The nearest bridge across the river I curred at Seacombe, Cheshire, where 
was twelve miles away. On such a j John Bryson, <jf 52 Brighton 
night a frail canoe could not live on , Street, a well-known resident, has 
the swift and treacherous river seebh- | been completely cured by the applica- 
ing with eddies. To swim it, in all j tlou of a picture of the saint even 
probability, meant death; divesting ' alter his medical adviser (Dr. Clav- 
himself of his outer clothing, the * ^
young priest plunged into the icy
waters of the Chippewa in the midst 
of a hail and snow storm and after 
half an hour’s struggle reached the 
opposite bank more dead than alive, 
then pushed on through the woods 
and reached Ohe dying man in time.

Fathers Rice has several times risk­
ed his life crossing this river in order 
to bring the last sacraments of the 
Church to the dying.

Poison-laden
Blood

Resulting from artificial win­
ter life Is purified by Dr. A.W 
Chase's Kidney-Liver Pills.

Church Restored After 400 Vein.

After an interruption lantix^ for 
more than four hundred years , wor­
ship has Just been restored to the 
ancient church of Karietrel-Anmb by 
the Benedictine Fathers of Pierrequi 
Vire who are stationed at the Mount 
of Olives. The church was founded 
by the Crusaders In the thirteenth 
century, was for a long time served 
by tfie Franciscan Fathers, but in the 
massacre of their community by the 
Saracens, about 14OT, the building 
was dismantled. Worship was dis­
continued end the place became a res­
ort for animals. This continued till 
1873, when M. de Vogue prevailed 
upon the Sultan, Abd-el-Axiz, to al­
low it to become French property. 
It has now been reverently and taste­
fully restored by the French Benedic­
tine Fathers.

Few people breathe enough fresh air 
in winter to purify the blood.

As a result spring finds the blood 
laden with poisons and there are 
headaches, pains in the limbs and 
tired, womout feelings.

The liver and kidneys become slug- 
gish and clogged and quite fail in 
their mission of filtering and purify­
ing the blood.

It is because of their direct and 
specific action on these organs that 
Dr. A. W. Chase's Kidney-Liver Pills 
are so wonderfully effective as puri­
fiers of the blood—for it is by means 
of the liver and kidneys alone that 
the blood can be purified.

This medicine ensures regular and 
healthful action of the bowels, 
cleanses and Invigorates the whole 
digestive and excretory system and 
thereby removes the cause of pains 
and aohes. of tired, languid feelings, 
biliousness, backache end constipa­
tion.

Purify' the blood this Spring by 
using Dr. A. W. Chase’s Kidney-Li­
ver Pills, and you will not know 
what it Is to feel depressed and to 
suffer the effects of sluggish, torpid 
liver, kidneys and bowels. One pill a 
dose. 25 cents a box. at all dealers, 
or Edmonson, Bates & Co., Toronto 
Ont.

ton Simpson, Wheatlandlame ) had 
pronounced him dying and the las* 
ntes of the Church had been admin­
istered by the clergy of St. Joseph's 
Some months ago Mr. Bryson felt 
some pain in his left leg, and on ex­
amination in February last the doc­
tor ordered complete rest, but the 
evil did not disappear, the sore grew 
worse, until the mortification spread 
through the rest of his body and 
m Mr- Bryson's own words, he syml 
paithized with Father Lynch and Dr. 
Simpson in having to even enter the 
house, the odor from his room was 
so repelling. ‘-As for myself," said 
Mr. Bryson, "worn out with pain 
and exhaustion, I did not even try 
to live for weeks before the doctor 
told me that I had but a few hours 
to live. After I had received Ex­
treme Unction, my daughter, while -in. 
Laverpoo! met Father McKinley, of 
St. Malachy s, and on telling him 
how ill I was he gave her a small 
picture of at. Gward, which I «* 
once put between the bandages as 
well as I could. I could not say the 
prayer on the picture, but I prayed
earnestly |n my own WBy tor j
always had great confidence in the 
mercy of God. Almost Immediately 

ln>m th® Pe-ib. and with 
tbe Sharp tingling which soon after 
quivered through my leg I iinagined 
that the veins had burst end that all 
was over On the contrary, on the 
removal of the bandages my leg was 
as sound as it Is now, anil soon 
after, to the astonishment of the doc­
tor and the whole neighborhood, Pro­
testant and Catholic, I was about as 
usual. My first idea of getting down 
stairs was as a baby, sitting from 
step to step, but, moved by an im­
pulse, I boldly walked down, 
have done so ever since."

Lawrence Rllev
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Successor to John Riley. Established in i860. 
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all kinds promptly attended to.
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We tmiure »ped«lly: Cherches, Convenu
sid-Kyss*'ind Farm *-d H°"“;
ACENTSWANTED. Apply t, 
L. A. PICARD, Manager, 52 3t. James
Street, Montreal.

This Mission of St. Anthony of 
Padua was started by me nearly three 
years ago by command of the late Bishop 
of Northampton. v

I had then, and I have now No 
Church, no Presbytery, no Dio- 
OAsan Grant, no Endowment 
(except Hope).

I am still obliged to say Mass and gi\s 
Benediction in a mean upper room. Yet, 
such as it is, this is the sole outpost of 
Catholicism in a division of the County 
of Norfolk measuring 35 x 20 mile?.

The weekly offerings of the congrega­
tion are necessarily small. We must 
have outside help for the present, or haul 
down the Flag.

The generosity of the Catholic Public 
has enabled us to secure a valuable site 
for Church and Presbytery. We have 
money in hand towards the cost of build­
ing, but the Bishop will not allow us to 
go into debt.

I am most grateful to those who have 
•helped us, and trust they will continue 
their charity.

To those who have not helped I would 
say-' ‘For the sake of the Cause give some­
thing, if only a little”. It is easier and 
more pleasant to give than to beg. Speed 
the glad hour when I need no longer 
plead for a permanent Home for the 
Blessed Sacrament.

diamond and sapphireOf mingled 
rays,—

Hark why I love thee! Thy 
noble name 

Unto my thought 
became

The sweetest utterance 
could frame.

And ever since I find the type 
thee

long years ago

that lips

in

^ 1>d have my human namesake

Oh, may the future grant this pre­
cious life

Like thine may rise above ignoble 
stirife-

May it beneficially, calmly flow,
Mastic, ^ ample,—may its borders

to gracious green,-and may good 
actions sow

Its course as thick, St. Lawrence, 
strong and free,

As are the topaz Ample» strewn o'er 
thee!

mtto You®S' author of 
Beach, the President's

FATHER H. W. GRAY,
Catholic Mission, Fakenham, Norfolk. Eng'd.

P. S.—I will gratefully and promptly 
acknowledge the smallest donation, and 
send with my acknowledgment a beau­
tiful picture of the Sacred Heart and 
SL Anthony.

(Episcopal Authorization) 
Dear Father Grey,

You have duly accounted for the alms 
which you have received, aud you have 
placed them securely in the names of 
Diocesan Trustees. Your efforts have 
gone far towards providing what is ne­
cessary for the establishment of a per* 
manent Mission at Fakenham. I autho­
rise you to continue to solicit alms for 
this object until, in my judgment, it has 
been fully attained.

Yours faithfully in Christ, 
t F. W. KEATING, 

Bishop of Northampton^

SPECIAL OFFER

ST. LAWRENCE.

Dearest to me of rivers, Prince of 
streams,

Magnificent, upon whose breast there 
gleams

A venture rich past speaking, dazzl­
ing beams -

Of molten gold and silver, and « 
blaze

Oftentimes I have seen a tall ship 
?hde by against the tide as If drawn 
by an invisible toiwllne with a hundred 
strong aims pulling it. Her sails 
furled, her streamers drooping, she 
has neither side wheel nor stern 
wheel; still she moved on, stately in 

and' serene triumph, as with her own Mfe. 
But I knew that on the other side of 
the ship, hidden beneath the great 
bulk that swam so majestically, there 
was a little toilsome steam tug, with 
a heart of fire and arms of iron, that 
was tugging it bravely on; and I 
knew that if the little steam tug un­
twined her arms and left the ship, 
it would wallow and roll away, and 
drift hither and thither, and go off 
with the effluent tide no man knows
wher*

And so I

During the Month of Sep­
tember, 1908, or until our 
stock Is exhausted.

FREE : Along with the re-

Sular premium we will give 
ne Class Fruit Bowl on 

Stand to every one returning 
more than 3 Dozen 6 lb. 
empty XXX Self- Raising 
Flour Bags, and for less 
than BiDozen 61b. Bags one 
medallion (picture.)

Brodie & Harvie
14 end 10 Bleury St., Montreal

Established 1804,

C. O'BRIEN,

0

«.Aid AND DlOORATIVt
nm-nnn

end Until*. Ord.npr.mptn 
ataa (

..ZiM-'R,__________ _
Itisid.no., 78 A rutin Btpiit. OSo», 647 Dor. 

ohMtir (tr.pt, out of Bleary street, MontrwI.
mi M.pt.», Vp see.

one genius, high-deck, full-freighted, 
wide-endled, gay-pennoued, but for 
the hare, toiling arm and brave, 
warm, beating heart of the faithful 
little wife that nestled close to him 
eo that no wind nor wave could 
part them, be would have gone 

. down the stream and been heard of
have known more then no more —vtiver Wendell Holmes-

Onde Joe «xneo*
quite a nun»» « 
Miswer to the pro 
"oa riven two woe! 
m that the mistake 
Zs wee the cause

were received. 
-I-, problem will J 
Z will caU the si
subdivision clusters,
L such during the
,ubdivisiuuv.-=v---.
y such during the 

ThiB is the probl
TL) RR 

NC

First of all, R. H ai 
than T. otherwise 
need of three figure 
to the five clusters, 
then, and put down 
H is less than T, 
Let us examine to 
and 0 arc. In the f 
have 0 from 0 leavi 
he the cipher, as O 
thing, then in the 6 
jind H less H, noth 
ing that T less thM 
in other words, H pi 
that H and N arc 1 
put down for référé: 
the fir* cluster: be

18;
27;
36;

With two figures i 
This could not be v 
carried to N. which 
R, showing the differ 
figures N and It to t 
the two together in 
1irst; therefore we 
be separated. Agai 
less C in one case h 
isT and in the seco 
ing that one must h 
from the units ( It 1 
t): which makes H 
one, or, in other 
together, not to be f 
third cluster we see 
which subtracted fro 

! thing; therefore we h 
gequently OHT since 
already been proved 
We have already seei 
equals T, now since 
gether, the difference 
being 1, N must bt 
NR are together, It e< 
C plus T equals F 
cluster ), C plus T e< 
0 (which is less tha 
Now, t^ys and girls, 
the units of a num.be 
tiplied, added to the 
product make ten, tl 
either 9 or 4; for exa 
9; 9 plus 1 equals 

I; 8 plus 2 equals
3 plus 7 equals
4 plus 6 equals 

ja C plus 0 equals J 
them to be the units 
ter (C) and mtlltipl 
the quotient ( 0 ), tl 
must he 9 or 4, con 
and K in a similar f 
third cluster must al 
milarly the It and A ii 
fifth cluster will be 
then It plus A equals 
equals 2. therefore A 
N ( preceding It ) cqu 
the fourth cluster we 
0 with a difference 
proves that It is 1< 
next to it. Therefor» 
and H equals 4 and T 
cause OHT, and L no

i be 9. The rest is eas
I C ( first cluster ), i.
I 27; therefore C equals 

4, therefore K equals i 
stands NROHTKCALI 
read backwards and

: implement. The prob 
is easier still, and nc 
boys and girls have le

J figures they will feel m 
and win the prizes whi 
en when the problems 

Answers received fro
■ QiHnn, Joseph Me Con 

Slattery and Agnes M 
satisfy Uncle .Toe beca 
little people forgot tha 
prove every movement

| thing for granted. It,
■ ing the answer that tl 

in its working out. Th 
blem has no cipher; jus'

I from 1 to 9. Here it i

PR) GBR (P 
GPD >

PUP
NRU

NÜR
URP

NO
NP1

I An


