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English Roses.

FLORAL DECORATIONS OF LONDON—THE LIGHT AND
THE BIRDS.
(From a correspondent of the N. Y. Tribune.)

English flowers, it must often have been noticed,
are altogether exceptional for substance and pomp.
The roses in particular—though many of them, it
should be said, are of Freach breeds—surpass all
competition. It may seem an extravagance to say
so, but it is certainly true that these rich, firm,

“$rilliant lowers affeet you like creatures of flesh
and blood. They are in thisrespect only to be de-
scribed as like nothing in the world somuch as the
bright lips and blushing cheeks of the handsome
English women who walk among them and vie with
them in health and loveliness. It is easy thus to
perceive the source of those elements of warmth
and sumptuousness which are so conspicuousin the
results of English taste. This isaland of flowers.
Even in the busiest parts of London people docor-
ate their houses with them, and set the sombre,
fog-grimed fronts ablaze with scarlet and gold.
These are the prevalent colors (so radically such
that they have become national), and when placed
against the black tint with which this climate
stains the buildings, they have the advantoge of a
vivid contrast which much augments their splen-
dor. All London wears “‘a suit of sables,” varie-
gated with a tracery of white, like lace upon a
pall.  In some instances the effect is splendidly
pempous. There cannot be a grander artificial ob-
ject in the world than the front of St. Paul’s
Cathedral, which is especially notable for this mys-
terious blending of light and shade. It is to be
regretted that a climate which can thus beautify
should also destroy ; but there can be no doubt
that the stones of KEngland are rapidly defaced
by the togs. Already the delicate carvings on the
Houses of Parliameat are beginning to crumble.
And yet, if one might judge the climate by this
glittering July, England is a land of sunshine as
well as of flowers.  Light comes before 3 o’clock
in the morning, and it lasts, through a dreamy and
lovely ‘“gloaming,” till nearly 10 o’clock at night.
The morning sky is usually light blue, dappled
with slate-colored clouds. A few large stars are
visible then, lingering to outface the dawn. Cool
winds whisper, and presently they rouse the great,
sleepy old elms; and then the rooks—which are
low comedians of the air in this region—begin to
grumble ; and then the sunleapsabove the horizon,
and we sweep into a day of golden, breezy cheer-
fulness and comfort, the like of which is never
known in New York between late June and carly
October. Sometimes the whole twenty-four hours
have drifted past, as if ina dream of light and
fragrance and music. In a recent moonlight time
there was scarce any darkness at all ; and more
than once or twice, I have lain awake all night—
within three miles of Charing Cross—listening to
the twitter of small hirds and the song of the
nightingale, which is like the lapse and fall of
silver water. It used to be difficult to understand
why the London season should begin in May and
run‘en through the summer; it is not at all diffi-
cult to understand the matter now.  Meantime
the sky 1is softly Dblue and full of magnificent
bronze clouds ; the air is cool, and in the environs
of the city 1s odorous with the scent of new-mown
hay ; and the grass and trees in the parks—those
copious and splendid lungs of London—are grecn,
dewy, sweet and beautiful.

Persons ““ to the manor born ” were lately call-
ing the season ‘“backward,” and they went so far
as to grumble at the hawthorn as being less bril-
liant than in foriuer seasons. Jut, in fact, to the
unfamiltar sense this bush of odorous coral has
been delicious.  You know it; doubtless, as onc of
sweetest beauties of rural England. 1t deserves
its reputation.  We have nothing comparable
with it in North America, unless, perhaps, it be
the clder of our wild woods; and even that, with
all its fragrance, lacks equal charm of color, They
use the hawthorn or some kingrel shrub  for
hedges in this country, and hence their ficlds are
seldom  distignred with fences.  As you ride
through the lan'l you see miles and miles of mea-
dow traversed by these green and hlooming hedge-
rows, and you findl that they give the country a
charm which is quite incommunicable in words.
The green of the folinge —cenriched by an uncom-
monly humid air and burnished by the  sun—is
just now in perfection, while the tlowers are out in
such abundance that the whole realm is once blaze

of color. I saw the other day, near Oxford, on
the crest of a hill, at least three thousand square
yards of scarlet poppies. * You can easily imagine
what a glorious dash of color that. was, in a green
landscape lit by the afternoon sun! Nobody could
help loving a land that woos him with such beauty.

Value and Protection of Shade Trees.
The protection of shade trees requires more at-
tention than is often given. We have just secn
one of a handsome row of maple shade trees des-
troyed by barking by a horse that had been tied to
it. After receiving the injury it lingered on for
some years, and now when about twelve years
planted it snapped across at the injured part from
being unable to resist a gust of wind. The follow-
ing brief item from the Germantown Telegraph is
applicable to more places than the Quaker City :

Some few dwellings never had a tree around
them, and the owners have lived year in and year
out, till by either keeping all the windows tightly
closed in summer, or defying the sun and heat to
do its worst on them, they have become as pale as
a stick of blanched celery, or as brown as a coffee-
bean, as the case may be. These persons have a
confused sense’of'inconvenience by the summer heat
or sun, but with their physical teelings dulled they
are not likely to feel or appreciate the grateful
shade of a living tree. .

Most of us, however, have at some time or an-
other enjoyed the luxury, and it is a matter of
surprise, with this fact before us, that so few take
any thought or care to preserve the luxury from
harm. There are in the great city of Philadelphia
some sixty thousand houses fronting on streets.
Of thesealmost allat some time or another had trees
set in front of them. At the same time we should
say at a rough guess not ten per cent. are still exist-
ing. Why? Some say prees will not grow in
cities. This is nonsense so far as the smokeless

“city of Philadelphia is concerned. Almost all have

been killed by insects or horses, and while insects
are generally credited with a good deal of mischief,
really the horse has done the most of it. There is
a great deal of this to be seen in Germantown and
the surrounding districts.

We know some feel indignant and ask for a
‘“law 7 against tying horses to trees. But who is
going to execute the law ? Ten chances to one the
offender is some good natured but thoughtless
friend of the family, and you would hardly prose-
cute him. The police can hardly do sn, as it seems
to be understood that, except in actual breaches of
the peace, they can only arrest by warrant duly
sworn out by the injured parties. Perhaps you
see this, and so set up regular hitching posts before
your door, but the ‘‘wise man is merciful to his
beast,” and so he ties his horse under the shade
of a tree, though there are a score of other hitch-
ing-places conveniently near.

The security is not in laws or hitching-posts, but
in proper guards about each trees. How to do this
is so simple and easy a matter that it need not be
printed out here. Surely it is only necessary to
show the absurdity of spending much money and
many years in having shade trees at our door, and
then leaving them to the chance of utter destruc-
tion by the first horse that comes along, in order
to set people to thinking that they had better do
something to prescrve the blessing they will cer:
tainly mourn for when gone.

Care of Orchards.

The complaint is quite common that orchards are
not productive.  Trees seem to be out of health,
or for some other reason they are to an unprofit-
able extent barren, Now, the question is, what
is to be done with such orchards to make them pro-
ductive, and what to others that are now product-
ive to keep them so?  Much, of course, depen ls
on the characteristics of the varieties planted.
Some kinds aro shy bearers in any and all soil, and
no kind of treatment can make them prolific. Too
often orchards are largely made up of these unpro-
lilic kinds.  Unless the excellence in quality will
justify keeping these light bearing variotics, 1t will
be best to top-graft them with some prolific va-
victy.  Much also depends on the natural quality
and condition of the soil,

Some soils are well adapted to the healthful
growth of fruit trees, while others are not at all
suited to their wants,  With these last the first
thing to be done is to renovate them by under-
draining, subsoiling, manuring, cte., which should
be donc hefore the trees are planted,  No fruit
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tree shoulﬂ ever be planted in a soil that is in-
clined to be wet and soggy a considerable portion
of the time. Trees will not thrive in a soil where
their roots are immersed in water any great part
of the time. Nor will they succeed in a very poor,
thin soil. And here is probably the real source of
alarge part of the complaint about unfruitful or-
chards. Fruit trees are too frequently required to
work without the raw material to work on—to
make bricks-Wwithout straw—or in other words,
produce fruit without the substance at hand from
which to form the fruit. The amount of material
required to form the tree growth and a crop of
fruit on an acre of orchard is considerable. If 40
trees grow to an acre and produce on an average of
but 6 bushels per tree, it will give 240 bushels per
acre, which any one may see 1s far below what a
good orchard should produce. This would remove
388 pounds of the mineral constituents of the soil,
besides a large amount of the volatile elements. 1t
is quite evident that this process, continued for a
few years without a rencwal of these clements by
the application of fertilizers, must soon result in
the exhaustion of the most fertile soil.  But be-
sides this, many farmers try to get an additional
crop of grain, hay, roots, etc., and yet seem to for-
get that the soil can be exhausted.  As well might
one expect to draw continually on a bank account,
without making any new deposits, and never ex-
haust or overdraw his deposits, as to think that
such a process of depletion can go on for a great
lIength of time without being followed by exhaus-
tion. And right here lies the difficulty in a great
majority of cases of unfruitful orchards. In order
to restore the fruitfulness of such orchards, it is
absolutely essential that the fertility of the soil
should be restored. This restoring process should
be brought about by the application of fertilizers
in liberal abundance. It is possible, perhaps, to
get the soil of an orchard too rieh, causing too rank
a growth and thus making trces tcnder, but the
greater danger is in the other dircction. No one
need fear to keep the soil of his orchard ridh, as
rich as he would for raising vegetables in the
garden.

A very cxcellent way to care for an orchard is to
set it in clover or llue grass, aud keep hogs or
sheep enough in it to keep the crop caten down.
They will cat up nearly all worm-falls and keep
insect enemies in check. Hogs, if permitted to
root, will destroy many grubs, bectles, ete., besides
loosening the soil around the roots, without cutting
or breaking them as a plow will. ~ Under this sys-
tem the droppings of the animal will make a good
fertilizer, besides which a good top-drcssing of
barnyard manuve should be given once a year.
When an orchard has lost its vigor and productive-
ness it may often be restored by plowing under a
good cout of manure. A good crop of buckwheat,
rye or clover plowed under green will prove an ex-
cellent  restorative to  exhausted soils. — Ohio
Farmer.

Small Fruit Notes.

It is strange the blackberry is not more cy
sively planted whgre it succeeds well.
plantation is once started, it requires hut v
tle care and attention.  Nipping back the new
growth while growing, and cleaning betfveen the
rows two or three times in the spring dnd carly
summer, is all that is necessary. — They do better
on light, porous soil, and should not be worked
among late in the scason, as it promotes late
growth and tenderness of plant.  They yield._so
abundantly and sell at such high rates, and caib he
harvested at such low rates, that they prove one
of the most profitable crops grown where they do
not winter-kill.  On our farm at Palmyra we have
some cight acres, and they have proved the most
profitable to us of any fruit we have grown. The
Lawton is the old stand-hy with us, it is so pro-
ductive and'so large.  In such States as Virginia,
Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, and in favorable
localities North, whtre the peach thrives] the
blackberry crop is exceedingly( profitable, and
black and red raspberries, too, if grown in the
States named, for Northern markets, pay.  Cur-
rants do not scem to succeed well south of a cer-
tain latitude, only in particular secctions™ We
would advise rone to plant largely of these hefore
first looking around and inquirmg it any person
has tried them and succecded.  After all the hue
and ery about new strawherries, we find nothing
better than the old, tricd sorts, and would not ad-
yvise onr readers to plant largely of the new, hich-
ly-praised kinds, until knowing that they have
been generally tested.  We know that this advice
won't suit some who fhay 0 new sorts to scll, hut it
is the interest of oury readers gencrally that we




