
The Dominican Republic cently been undertaken,and the raising of long staple 
cotton is now being developed.

While wood and its manufactures, to the value of 
$490,146, were imported in 1917, it was not for lack 
of abundant raw material, for forests of the richest 
woods cover the interior uplands, to an area of 9,- 
500,000 acres, it is estimated, or 85 per cent, of the 
total land surface. These forests include a wide va­
riety of growth, among them being such hardwoods 
as mahogany, lignum, vitae, satinwood, walnut, oak 
and many other kinds of cabinet trim and construc­
tion woods. In addition, there are excellent varieties 
of pine and valuable dye-woods. This immensely 
valuable timber asset is practically untouched qjid 
must await development of transportation before be­
coming available; but once within reach of tidewater 
and American markets the Dominion coffers will 
benefit immensely, with consequent impetus to trade 
enlargement.

It’s economic position—Trade opening

The National Bank of Commerce in New York made" In construction of a splendid modern wharf 
has issued a statement embodying the results of at Puerto Plata. In this very considerable plan of 
recent trade investigators into possible commercial development, there will be opportunity not only for 
opportunities for the United States in the Domini- the mills of the United States to supplÿ machinery 
can Republic. Inasmuch as Canada is seeking new and material, but there will also be a chance for the 
markets, and is hoping to develop her export trade, expert representatives of Yankee producers to be- 
this statement is of interest to the Dominion as come acquainted with the conditions and

tunities of this new and promising field.
The Dominican Republic Is essentially an agricul- 

Republic’s trade, and also describes the particular tural country, and seems destined to remain so. For

oppor-
weli as to the United States.

The statement gives statistics in regard to the

lines of business opening for which there Is a grow- that reason its demand for manufactured goods from* 
ing opportunity there. It presents these factors as beyond its shores promises to continue. In supply-
follows : ing this need from outside, the United States plays 

by far the larger part. The products we ship to 
the Republic, with cotton manufactures at the head 
of the list, include manufactures of iron and steel, 
rice, wheat flour, leather and its manufactures, meat 
and dairy products, oils, wood and its manufactures, 
manufactures of vegetable fibres, chemicals, drugs, 
etc., preserved fish and fish products, and a very 
respectable shipment of soap.

The Dominion people have cultivated a taste for 
canned food stuffs—particularly tomatoes—to add

The value of our imports into the Dominican Re­
public increased from $4,452,347, or 66 per cent, of 
the total imports, in 1914, to $14,320,351, or 82 per 
cent., in 1917. This gain was mainly at the expense 
of Germany, which dropped from furnishing 14 per 
cent, of the total imports in 1914, to supplying no­
thing in 1917. The percentage of the total imports 
which came from Great Britain, France and Italy 
also declined. For the year ended June 30, 1918, tor 
which United States figures alone are available, the

There is another natural asset which promises much 
for the future. A large proportion of land in the 
Republic is ideal for grazing, as it is covered with nu­
tritious grasses and other forage which are available 

Cattle range without other fooding 
throughout the entire year, and,
at all seasons.

while the cattle 
tick prevails, it does not affect grown cattle. Con­
tagious foot-and-mouth diseases, blackleg and 
charbon appear to be unknown. The supply of cat­
tle ■ is plentiful and is drawn upon freely by the peo­
ple for food.value of the imports from the United States amount- 'variety to the rice which still remains the staple 

ed to $16.011,019. Such figures suggest a field of 
trade expansion, exceedingly inviting to the United 
States, and particularly fallow under existing condi­
tions.

That the Dominican Republic is growing rapidly is 
evidenced by the fact that the value of its foreign 
trade in 1917 attained the record figure of $39,844,- 
644, as against $33,192,303 in 1916, and only $24,- 
327,575 in 1915; the exports for 1917 totalled $22,- 
444,580, or over $5,000,000 more than imports show­
ing, on the whole, a very favorable trade balance. In 
its barter with the United States for the year end­
ing June 30, 1918, its exports were valued at $8,- 
061,412, or $7,949,607 less than we exported to it.

food of a large portion of the natives. Much of
the iron and steel imported consists of bridges, 
railroad equipment and reinforcing for concrete con-

There has been a steady increase in the export of 
hides, particularly to the United States, since the 
war began, although much leather is consumed at 
home in the manufacture of foot-gear. This comes 
from several tanneries located at various points, 
some of them being well equipped with modern ma­
chinery. There is a boot a'nd shoe factory at Santo 
Domingo, 
gars, cigarettes, hats and matches.

While deposits of gold, copper, silver, iron, lignito,

struction of the wharves and sugar mills, 
ized iron is used almost universally for roofing in 
the larger towns.

Of the agricultural products which the Domini­
cans offer in exchange for the outputs of our mills 
and factories the principal ones are sugar, cacao, 
tobacco leaf and coffee. These are the four main 
crops, and comprise ninety per cent, of the total ex­
ports. Banana cultivation on a large scale has re-

Galvan-

Other lines of manufacture include •!-

(Continued on Page 16.)

Here, then, is a. trade balance of inviting propor­
tion in our favor to start with, and there will be 
found below some revelations as to the natural fe^ 
sources of the country and the awakening of its
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