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variety depends in the first place
on its ability to withstand ‘the
rigours of the Canadian winter,
ie, to come through without
being winter-killed
many "y

the opening up of the subsoil is
of importance for a good start of
alfalfa is emphasized in the report
given by the Experimental Sta-
A great tion, Sidney, B.C. This report
ties,” particularly states that blasting of the sub-
inated in  southern soil previous to seeding to alfalfa
countries with mild winters, have has a most favorable effect on the
proven unreliable, and experi- ensuing crop.
ments with them, have therefore, Fall plowing of the land intend-
been dropped. The only variety ed for alfalfa is universally to be
of true alfalfa that has proven recommended, whether tl.u' pre-
suitable to Canada in general is
Turkestan alfalfa. It is grown
at present at the Experimental
Farm, Brandon, Man,, the Experi-
mental Station, Scott, Sask., the
Experimental Station, Lacombe,
\lta., and the Experimental Sta-
tion, Summerland, B.C. On all
these stations it came through
last winter very satisfactorily
Perhaps the most widely known
alfalfa varieties ,in Canada are
those which can be termed
“Variegated Alfalfa,” so called on  perimental Station at Charlotte-
account of the variation in the town, P.E.l, also reports that
color of the flowers. \Whereas a “the land should be cleaned of
variety of true alfalfa has purple weeds, and given thorough culti-
flowers, a variety of ‘the varie- vation until it is worked into good
gated type has them variously tilth for seeding.”
colored, from yellow to purple
with all kinds of interme-
diates The variegated alfalfas
are all crosses between true Al-
falfa (Medicago sativa L.) and
Yellow Lucern (Medicago falcata
L..), and are of particular interest
because of their high degree of
hardiness. Among the variegated
alfalfas ‘the following are best
known in Canada, viz.: Grimm’s,
Ontario Variegated, Baltic and
Liscomb. They are all much alike
in general appearance and may
be equally well recommended for
Canada in general.
Cultural Conditions Affecting
Alfalfa Growing
Preparation of the soil previous
to seeding.—A number of obser-
vations made this spring on some
of the Experimental Farms and ney, B.C., where four growths of
Stations indicate that best results alfalfa generally are obtained in
in alfalfa growing depend to quite a season, recommends that the
an extent on the preparation of fourth growth to be left standing
the soil previous to seeding. for winter protection. The Experi-
The Experimental Station, mental Farm, Agassiz, B.C,, and
Scott, Sask., reports: “Last sea- the Experimental Station, Char-
son a nine-acre field of alfalfa was lottetown, P.E.1,, also recommend
sown in May. A part of this field that grazing or cutting too late in
had grown potatoes in 1915, a ‘the fall be avoided. On the other
part field roots, another part fod~ hand, the Experimental Station,
der corn and the balance field peas. Invermere, B.C., reports that “In
The alfalfa is more vigorous on some cases alfalfa in this district
the potato and corn land, and less has been allowed to stand after
vigorous after peas.” Similar re- the second cutting, but more gen-
sults have been obtained by the erally has been pastured until
Experimental Station, Kentville, late in the autumn with no appa-
N.S, and the Experimental Farm, rent injury to the plant.”
Agassiz, B.C., which report that The relationship of i lation
best results of alfalfa are realized to the establishment of satisfac-
on land previously in hoed crops. tory stand and vigor of crop.—
That a hoed crop is apt to have [t is a very common misappre-
a beneficial effect on the condi- hension that alfalfa cannot be
tions of the soil for alfalfa is ob- grown satisfactorily without in-
vious. Not only is the land after oculation on land that has not
a hoed crop cleaner than after grown alfalfa or sweet clover be-
other crops, but the subsoil is also  fore. Numerous data have been

those orig

vious crop is a hoed crop or grain.
It is also essential to work the
land well in the spring. At the
Experimental Station, Lacombe,
Alta., “thorough spring cultiva-
tion has been given on fall-plowed
stubble, with the result that by the
middle of May land was in first-
class condition for seeding, both
as to the condition of the soil and
because of the fact that several
crops of weeds had germinated
and been destroyed.” The Ex-

Treatment late in the autumn—
Alfalfa sown in the spring should
be given every chance to establish
itself firmly before the frost, It
should be clipped frequently dur-
ing ‘the summer with the last
clipping so timed as to allow the
plants to reach a height of about
8 or 10 inches at the end of the
growing season. This growth
should be left untouched for win-
ter protection. Never should live
stock of any kind be allowed to
graze on an alfalfa field the sea-
son it is sown,

In case of old and well-estab-
lished fields it is generally advis-
able not to graze or cut too late
in the fall, but leave a certain
amount of growth standing. Thus
the Experimental Station at Sid-
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OWER farmers

throughout the prairies
have come to depend on
SILVER STAR KERO-
SENE, ROYALITE
GOAL OIL and PRE-
MIER GASOLINE as the
standard tractor fuels.
They appreciate the uni-
formly good results these
fuels give. They appreci-
atewhat“Imperial Service”
has done in making these
fuels easily obtainable
through 500 and more
Imperial Tank Stations.
One of the 85001is probably
near you. IMPERIAL
OIL LIMITED, Branches
Throughout Ganada.

DO NOT SCRAP BROKEN CASTINGS

We make them equal to new at low . Cylinders,
Bases, Gear Wheels, Steam Boilers, in fact any broken or
parts, welded and guaranteed by us. Scored or worn cylinders
re-bored. Please write for our circular and estimates. We were
the first to the OXY-ACETYLENE WELDING PRO-
CESS in the West. Established since 1011,

MANITOBA WELDING & MFG. CO.
56 and 58 Princess Street, WINNIPEG, Manitoba

apt to be more loosened up. That collected during the past few

HAIL INSURANCE
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Liberal Treatment (/

Full Government Depesit

Prompt Service Absolute Security

THE BRITISH CROWN

HAIL UNDERWRITERS, LIMITED
Agents in every tuwn. Get full particulars from one of them or write to
the Company at
36 Canada Life Building 815 Beveridge Building
REGINA, BASK. CALGARY, ALBERTA




