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is your stateroom, said Arch_buhopo!‘row

and telegrams which awaited official
attention; then he stepped to the al-
cove and hung up his light coat, and
asked again good-humoredly: *‘ No-
body called to-day to sell us a se-
cond-hand railroad, or anything?"’

“‘No, suh,” replied the colored
man; ‘‘but there's a message there
for you, suh.”

It was a short message, simply:

Bring the three hundred, stocked,
with John and Peter, also a lady
stepographer, on train twenty-one
Tuesday evening. Meet me Omaha on
Wednesday morning. Out three
weeks. Meredith.

‘Also lady stenographer!’’ It was

room, glancing at a stack of letters |despair of mmi large money by |Maxson.
k in the

clerical wor city she had ta-
ken a short course in cutting and
fitting, as practiced there, with cer-
tain visions, and even hopes, ol a
|shop of her own back in the little
lowa village. Its painful associa-
tions had recently driven her to the
jcity, but since then the city had been
‘50 coldly cruel that she had been led
|back to the hamlet as an actual ha-
{ven of rest. It was in this mood that
|she received Maxson's card and mes-
| sage.

{ She fied, in tumultuous hope, to the
{corner drug store, and thence tele-
{phoned West 269. Mr. Maxson Wwas
\not in. She returned, after an etern-

She gazed at him in total incom-
prehension, but she entered the door,
for she seemed unable to resist, or
even 10 ask a question. He leaned in-
side the door after her, but did not
set foct in the room.

“You will find water and towels,
and everything comfortable, 1 think,”
he said “If you want anvthing just
push this button here, and the por-
ter will answer.”

“But——"" she began, struggling to
force a few plain words into her ser-
vice, "l didn't mean to take a sleep-
er, you know.”" Her eyes were large
with wonder and concern
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‘Yes, I understand that said
Maxson: ‘“‘hut that woman stenogra
pher?"’

Parkins focussed himsell again upon
the telegram and caught what he had
not seen before. He. too. hecame ab-
sorbed in serious thought, and his
brow, usuallyv serene, sagged under
the weight of his frown.

“1 give it up,” he said at last, “‘I
think this message has got mixed
in transmission. I will wire him for
an explanation.”

““ But suppose he means what this
says?’ questioned Maxson. ‘‘What
do I do then?” Will you find her for
me?"’

Parkins smiled faintly “1 don't
know,”’ he said in a manner more
dubious than his words “There is
only one good woman stenographer in
the building, the president’s secre-
tary, and now while he is away on
the road she is out of town 1
don't know He became very re-
flective indeed “1 am sureit is a
mistake,” he said with great posi
tiveness. ‘‘Where is Mr. Jones, yvour
regular man?”’

““Went to the country when Mera-
dith left on the president’'s special ™
replied Maxson “Back to-morrow.'’
They both grew abstracted, then Max
son asked ‘Who does Meradith use
when he can’'t have Jones”"

“He has Jimmy Hampton, from
Mr. Wade's office,”” replied Parkins
‘But 1 don': know what this means.”

“Suppose you find out—if you can,”
suggested Maxson; ‘“‘and in the mean
time I'll find the stenographer—if I
can.”” He looked at the clock and
whistled “Three hours to train
time'! Er—Mr. Parkins, will vou see
that there is plenty of carbonated
water on the car’ And some of those
preserved figs® And cut out the mut-
ton. Mr. Meradith hates it.”" And
so they sped, each to hasten his own
arrangements

Maxson had a dozen things to look
after on his own account, but first
he called a cab and drove to a sor-
rowful-looking but respectiul board-
ing-house, where he asked for Miss

fore, he had seen that she was a
sweet, pretty girl, out of the mode
vet becomingly dressed;, a product of
the country, but one too fine to be
reared in the clash and crush of 1the
city. Her face had the delicate beau-

ty of a frail blossom, and her manner |

was that of a lady of refinement
though sadly unsophisticated All
her sweetness would have been wast
ed on Maxson as on the desert air if
it had not been for that obvious
unsophistication She was plainly
as unfitted for the city grind as a
pansy for the middle of State sireet
|Her innocence stirred him to pity and
{he really did try to find work for he:
|{Of course, he had ‘’uaought of her at
once when Meradich's message came,
and now, as he saw her face, glori-
|fied by new-risen hope, the tremble of
her hand, and the two or three tears
of joyvous relief from the strain she
{had undergone, he dealt very gently
with her, and talked to her while
{they drove

A\ porter carried his smart suit-
cases and her ll.l)l'd satchel and for
lorn little telescope, for both of
which she blushed, as Maxson pilot
ed her through she big entrance, pass
ing the keeper of the awesome 1ron
gate with a familiar word, and on
to the forward end of the last cal
of a pick-and-span train in the murk
of the great shed

In all her life she had never ridden
in the last car on such a train as
that. In all her life no smart. por-
ter had made great haste to place
for her a carpeted stool wherewith
to shorten her steps to such a grand
lgilt-railed platform. She had never
entered anv car through such a door
of flawless glass—glass clear down to
her feet'—as that by which she hesi-
[tantly stepped, after Maxson, into a
veritable room And such a room
Opulence, magnificence, luxury all
about her, underfoot and overhead
She knew Maxson was making a mis-
Itake. This was no passenger car, 11
had table and chairs and deeply-
lcoushioned lounges. The carpets gave
{under her feet so softly. that she
|might have slept on them, the

and hesitated he went on to tell her
how he had felt for a month that he
ought to treat her to a dinner, ol
something, on their mutual friend’s
account, and that he should be charm
ed to have her company at table that
evening

“Where—do we eat on the train
she asked

“Yes, on the train, in about half
an how I will wait for you in the
room ahead.” And with a smiling
bow he was gone.

At just about this instant M
Parkins cantered through the iron
gate, and out upon the station plat-
form, a sheet of paper in his grasp
and gazed after them, a block away,
and fast gathering speed on the open
line through the yards. He looked a
few moments, then quietly walked
| back, folding up the message and
placing it in his pocket

Her stateroom! She had heard of
stateroom cars as some remote gran

)

deur reserved for great men. The

splendors of this room and the un
nerving reflection that there might

be a bankrupting charge for all this

at the end of the journey completely
overcame her And still, as she look
ed about her, at the wide bhrass bed
the marble stand and its glittering
fixtures, the sensuous coziness of it
all. she felt somehow strangely de
lighted All this, and perhaps more
was hers for the wsight at least
Somehow dominion had been  given
unto her, and all things had been put

under her feet. She could hear the

wheels dully rumbling there, and the
vibration and swing of the car gave
her a great uplift she could not

describe. She loved travel, and she

had had so- little of it She would
enjov this at any rate, while it last

ed

v| She laid offi hat and cloak and
gloves, as Maxson had bidden She

experimented with the silver faucets
till the water gushed forth, and bath
ed her feverish forehead and face

She was careful 1o use but the mere

end of one of the towels that peeped,

deftly folded, from t¥: kigh lattice

for economies had opeen so directly
in her line her <hole life that they
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