
GREAT BRITAIN S DUTY.

Speaking before the I.ccds Chamber of Com­
merce u]>on the matter of intcr-ini|>crial trade, Mr. 
Winston Churchill, M.P., referred recently to the 
impetus which was hoped for from the approaching 
Conference of Colonial Prime Ministers. He 
locked for a marked extension of the system of 
inter-colonial preference. One direction in which 
he believed the Mother Land could improve trade 
prospects with and between the self-governing 
colonies was to take the same pains to obtain in­
formation about the conditions of such trade as
about that of the foreign nations of the world. 
The Hoard of Trade collected information al>out 
the tariffs and commerce of the foreign nations of 
the world, but there was no similar l«>dy which 
collected information to anything like the same 
extent alx.ut the great self-governing colonies in 
the British Empire. It was an oversight. The 
consequence was that the Foreign Office or the 
Board of Trade could tell far more about the com­
mercial legislation which was in prospect in some 
foreign countries than about the legislation which 
might be under consideration in the great self-gov­
erning colonies. There was a matter which could 
lie and which ought to lie set right, (dancing at 
the consular service in foreign countries with its 
new diplomatic order of “commercial attaches,” 
and at the system of commercial corresjiondence 
which has lieen established in the colonies, Mr. 
Churchill intimated that, in his view, the expendi­
ture of a little money, even in these days of re­
trenchment, might lie attended in this direct it n with 

The Imperial Institute might become and 
being made much more every year a great 

sample store of all the raw material and fabrics 
which were Icing produced in the ( rown colonies 
and throughout the Empire.

In concluding Ins remarks ii|K>n the desirability 
of developing the most advantageous economic 
relations within the Empire, the speaker said : 
This is not a matter of party. It is far alxwe all 
party questions. The waves of party advance and 
recede, surge up on the 1 icach and recoil in their 
turn, but the strong title of the British Empire rises 
steadily."

success, 
was

J* *
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

In iqofi the new assurances issued by the Metro­
politan Life and paid for, amounted to $401,402,- 
548, consisting of Industrial. $-*k8,515,04.4 and 
Ordinary $112,886,895. 1 he income was $66,6j5,-
827, and the total assurance in force was $1,692,- 
868,585. , .

The daily average of the company s business 
during the year was: 412 per day in number of 
claims paid; 6,164 per day in numlier of |>olicies 
placed and paid for; $1,420,404.09 |>er day new 

placid and paid for; $148,909.09 per 
day in payments to policy-holders anti addition to 
Reserve; $81,465.58 per day increase of Assets.

assurance
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