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m out In West China as the early 
apostles did in Judea or Samaria. Make 
it very clear that " witnessing " is 
obligatory on every Christian, that it Is 
the one universal and constant duty of 

disciple. Unless our missionary 
is presented as the one supreme 

obligation of the whole Church,

Was the Holy Spirit given? Yes! the 
Acts 2. 1-4.

What followed? Ma 
works. Mark 16. 20; Ac.

A Christmas Carol
" What means this glory round our feet?" 

The magi mused, “ more bright than

And voices chanted clear 
•• To-day the Prince of

“ What means that star?" the shepherds

•'That brightens through the rocky 
glen?”

And angels, answering overhead,
Sang. " Peace on earth, good will to 

men!"

wonderful 
41; Acts 6.ts* 2.

12.
eet,
born!"

and sw 
Peace is

and vital
we cannot expect interest in It to be 
maintained, or suppo 

ontinued.)

DEC. 27.—MISSIONARY MEETING. (See 
page 377.)

JAN. 3. 1909.—CHRIST'S WITNESSES.
Acts 1. 4-11.

When Christ called His disciple 
His ” witnesses," what did He 
That they were to
others. These verses give us a glimpse Into the

Tell two things of every witness, life of the little community of disciples
1st. He must know; 2nd. He must tell in those days immediately following our
what he knows. Lord’s ascension into heaven. He had

What did the followers of Jesus told them to “ tarry," to " wait " for the 
"know”? That He was risen from the fulfilment of the promise of the Holy 
dead, that He was able to forgive sins, spirit. They did so, and we may surely 
that He was more than a Jewish king, learn some things to help us still in our 
that He was to be a universal Saviour, prayer-meetings: (1) They were all 

What did they " tell "? All they knew, there, (2) With one desire, (3) They 
What was the result? Many believe 1. tlnued; though the promise seemed de- 

the church wonderfully grew, and the layed, they did not tire, (4) They ex- 
enemies of the Lord and of His disci- pected; they had come with a deft 
pies started a persecution to destroy the purpose and they kept looking for God 
new sect. to do His part, (5) They encouraged

What did the apostles say in these one another. Apostles, disciples, 
times of trial? Acts 3. 20. women, they cheered one another,

Did they continue witnessing? Yes! strengthened each other’s faith. S 
Acts. 3. 33. suggestions as these may be made very

Did success follow them? Yes! Acts applicable and helpful to our present 
5. 14; Acts 6. 7. prayer-meetings. Do not fall to show

Has the need of witnessing ceased? No, how their prayers were answered. The 
nor will it until Christ's command Is second chapter of Acts tells this. In 
fulfilled. Acts 1. 8. God s time, in His way, not perhaps Just

(These studies In the early church as the disciples expected; but with full
give the most favorable opportunity to proof of God's power and in fulfilment 
instruct the Juniors in the principles for of Christ's promise, their pra 
which the Church exists—the extension answered. All true prayer is 
of the Gospel unto the uttermost parts of none is lost. Therefore le 
the earth. These foundation principles and 

rklng gran

rt of it to be loyally
or long c

mean? 
make Him known to

JAN. 10.—A GOOD PRAYER-MEETING. 
Acts 1. 12-14.

years and more 
cles were dumb;

TIs eighteen hundred 
Since those sweet ora 

We wait for Him, like them of yore; 
Alas. He seems so slow to come!

it was said. In words of gold. 
No time or sorrow e’er shall 

That little children might be bold 
In perfect trust to come to Him.

dim.

All round about our feet shall shine 
A light like that the wise men saw, 

ing wills Incline 
et life which is the law.

If we our lovi 
To that swe

So shall we learn to understand 
The slm rds then,pie faith of she 

And, clasping kindly hand in hand. 
Sing. ” Peace on earth, good will to

Mr

But they who do their souls no wrong, 
keep at eve the faith of morn, 

il y hear the an 
ay the Prince o

—James Russell Lowell.

gel song, 
f Peace 1

Shall da 
" To-di yers were 

answered,

and make all our life one

s horn!"

rayer to our heavenly Father.still exist, and we are as truly woWeekly Topics
DEC. 20—CHRIST'S LAST WORDS TO 

HIS DISCIPLES. Matt. 28. 16 20. 
Mark 16. 19, 20.

How long 
rection that

During
Christ show himself? 
others of His disciples. Acts

About Christmas

to make
At no other season of the 

Christ's resur- people so glad or so anxious 
into heaven ? others glad, as at Christmas. And this 

is quite right. Of course, 
to whom did to be happy all the time

sties and those about us happy, too, every 
3; 1 Cor. once a year everybody in our la

to feel It to be a special duty to do or 
or give something that will make 

ers very unusually Joyful. And there 
is no other time so appropriate for this 
as me Christmas week. For t 

att. reminded

ulne, heavenly. Do not forget that it is 
not the money value of a gift that makes 
it of worth. Not " what to give?” but 
" why give?" is the main question. We 
fear that many people give valuable 
presents who can ill afford them. Don't 
see how much you can spend, but spend 
what you can afford as wisely as you 
can. And remember, girls and boys, that 
if what you give a loved parent, brother, 

teacher, or friend represents

was it after 
He ascended 

days. Acts 1. 3. 
these six wedks,

His apo
i 1.

we should try 
, and to make 

day; but 
nd seems

15b during say 
King- oth

for this Kingdom?
1 the world. Mi

talk to them
plaiî ha 

wth throi

did He 
i? Thee thi 

Acts 1. 
d He 
ugh all

3.88im of God 
What plar

do

Its
hen we are 

especially of God's greatest 
to us. There was a time

ontalns you. so much 
. simple gift that 
often much more 

one that 
cost but 

is of priceless

Is wh

an a more costly 
,ny an article that 
originally

fro
19.

That
you make you 
appreciated thi 
you buy. Ma 
a few cents 
value now because of sweet memories 
that are connected with the maker and 
giver long ago. If we would all remem­
ber some of these things, how happy we 
could make our friends, especially at 
home. For that is the best pi 
Christmas Joy. No doubt you have been 
thinking of the coming day, have been 
planning and preparing for it, and In­
tend to " have a good time." That you 
may enjoy it even as our Heavenly 
Father did on the first Christmas, by 
sharing your very best with others, is 
our wish for you all. See how many you 
can make happy this year, and you will 
have the happiest Christmas • you have 
ever known.

y a 
is i38 gift of love

when Jesus left His heavenly 
came as a new-born Babe, to live 
die on the earth, to show how God loved 

We celebrate His birthday at Chrlst- 
and so remind ourselves and 
the most wonderful event the

ong allHow was it to be spread am 
By the preaching 

apostles and their successors. Mark 16. 
15.

What other word besides " preach " d'd 
"Teach." Matt. 28. 19. 

What did Jesus call His disciples as 
working for the :
" Witnesses." Lu

nations?

world has ever known. Christmas started 
gift of love. We celebrate it 
when we are moved to give

ec,Jesus use?

ead of His kingdom? with God’s 
24. 48; Acts 1. 8. truly 

What did He tell them to do before as H 
they commenced their work of witness­
ing? " Wait." Acts 1. 4; " Tarry," Luke 
24. 49.

y " wait " and " tarry ”? For the 
Hoi y Spirit. John 14. 16.

What did they need the Holy Spirit 
for? " Power." Acts 1. 8; Luke 24. 49.

What promise did Jesus give them to 
cheer and help them in their work as 
“ witnesses?" His continual presènce.
Matt. 28. 20.

e gave. Let none of us
presents ready and make them to our 
friends In the hope of getting others 
back again. A year ago we heard a girl 
say, " Well, I gave a nice present, and 
she didn’t give me anything. I guess 
I'll cut her out next year." Do you know 
what she meant? Was she right? 
ing for the sake of getting Is not giving 
at all. It is selfishness. But giving be­
cause of a loving spirit Is real, true, gen-

Wh


