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hard to speak with certainty. We have, how-
ever, reached a season ol the year when high
values are likely to prevail, and good prices
mav be looked for till the fall supplics arrive,
though present  figures may be lowered some
what, The English market for Canadian bacon
has advanced two shillings during the past two

weeks, and an o active  business is reported.
hongh things are brisk, farmers should not
neelect proper feeding methods. It is only the

tnest quality that brings the highest price. In

this connection  read notes on causes ol solt
bacon elswhere in this issue,
—
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The IHired Man in the Home

At Woodstock a week ago a rather curious
“uit for wages came up for decision before Judge

Finkle. A voung man engaged with a Blen-
heim tarmer to work., The agreement, as he
“Lated 1t was that he shonld receive $180 for
nine months' work, and that he should be ac-
corded all the privileges of @ member of the
tarmer's lamlyv, Al went along smoothly till
several nice looking girls came to visit in the
home. The visitors sat at the family table and
so dud the hired man, but the latter claimed
that as he was not introduced to the voung
ladies by s cmplover he was barred from
cntering into the conversation which went  on
vound the tables This, the hired man claimed,

was s bhreach of contract, and consequently left

Ins cmplover and began a suit to recover  the
ull amonnt of hos wages. The Judge dismissed
the cas

In reterring to this incident. we have no de

stte to discnss the mernts of the case inany
to draw attention to the conditions
surtonnding the emplovinent of tarm labor in

this conntry. which make a snit of this nature
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possible. We do not wish to reflect in any
sense upon the character of the hired man, as
voe helieve honest Tabor in every walk of life is
deserving ol all the legitimate pleasures which
come its wav. But this does not alter the fact

that the general svstem of emploving hired help
o the farms of this country is radically wrong,
ind

cannot but prove unsatisfactorv to the
cmplover and the emploved. Where a man is
engaged onlv for a few months during the busy

m,and has to remain idie or seek employ-
ment in some other line, he nothing in
farm lite to induce him to remain in it, and
generallv drifts to the citv, or takes up land
tor himscll in some new district, thus making
it difficult for the farmer in the older districts
to get sutlicient help during the busy season to
carry on the work ot the tarm properlv.  The
remedy for this kind of thing is to be found in
the emploving of help on the farm all the vear
ronnd. And il the farmer has a separate housce,
and emplovs o married man, so much the het
ter.  Taking evervthing into consideration. this
15 the most satisfactorv wav of engaging farm
help. A marricd man, in the verv nature of
|I||n~'<l will give better service, and as he has
1 family depending upon him, will do his best
to please his emplover. And if he is suppiied
with a little home and a small plot of ground
he will not be anxious to change his position or
to seek emploviment elsewhere. Tt would he
worth a farmer's while. who secures a steady
voung man to work on his farm, if he were o
throw out inducements in the wav of a litt]e
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home, in order to retain his services for a num
ber ol vears.

Then, in addition to all this, the providing o
separate houes for the men eliminates e hired
nan as a tactor in the farmer's home and Laon
ilv. No matter how capable, how honest, o
how many other good qualities a hired 1oan
may have, his presence is always a discordant
clement in the home, and tends to prevent that
iree and full intercourse between members of the
family  that should  characterize every liond
Why should a voung man, engaged to waorlo on
a farm, claim all the social and other privileges
which belong only to the family 2 But dis
presence in the home makes it almost necessary
that he should be accorded some privileges ol
this nature, which must eventually lead 1o tric-
tion later on. A man with a home of his own
could be entertained in a social way by the
farmer's family, if they saw lit, and neither
side wonld have cause for complaint. But under
the plan where the hired man is in the home, he
must receive some attention from the family or
lie will become discontented. Besides his pres-
ence there entails a large amount ol extra labor
on the women folks that they wounld not other
wise have to contend with.
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Ontario Crops

A bulletin on crop conditions in Ontario on
May 1st has been issued by the Departinent ol
Agriculture. But for the injury done by th
Hessian flv in the south western part of - the
Province, tall wheat would he classed as amost
promising crop.  Kvery county south ol a line
has sultered

drawn from  Hamilton to Sarnia

considerably from the fly.  Outside the counties
alfected by the Hessian fly, fall  wheat looks
well, Some injury was done by ice on low

Iving or poorlv-drained lands, but, as a rule,
the crop presents a luxuriant appearance—the
growth having been almost too rank in places
in the fall—and several counties may be expect
cd to give vields well up to the record

Regarding methods for prevention of the rav
ages of the fly, Prof. Lochhead, in the report ol
the Ontario Agricultural College for 1900, which
is now being distributed, savs: “‘The long, open
falls of the past two vears have been very lav
orable to the breeding of Hessian flies.  Reports
ol the dates of sowing of the fall wheat in the
infected districts make it quite clear that the
time of the sowing of the seed should bhe post
poned till the last week in September.  Where
such late sowing has been done the crop has es
caped the flv. It is often maintained that secd
sown alter the first week in September does
not produce a vield equal to that produced from
seed sown prior to that date; but, on the other
hand, it does not take manv Hessian flies to
make a material reduction in the vield of an
infested field.”

All classes of live stock came throvgh the win-
ter in good condition, horses especiallv.  Cattle
were rather thin, but, on the whole, healthy.
Sheep are reported to be in particularly fine
form.  Scab has disappeared, and lambs are
plentiful and vigorous.  While litters of pigs

have heen large, there have been heavy losses
among the voung pigs, and during the latter
part of the winter many hogs suffered from a
form of rheumatism, which, however, appeared
to wear off when the animals were turned out
In most parts there was an

in the spring.




