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"1 18 etarual, a principal so widespread in The inference from this | ternal teachings, the more we see onr stinted

We live in intensely practical times, and

OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.
A weekly journal, double royal size, eight pages
devoted o the promotion of Oddfellowship and
principles embodied in its motto, “Friendship

progressive featura of our organization has
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| no doubt, aided largely in the success of the
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Au excellent advertising medium.
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A limited

past sixty-four years ; the constant attention
and unremitting vigilance necessary to keep
pace with the times, while they haye resulted

itsapplieation as to embrace the whole human
family; its organization is perfectly adapted
to the requirements of all mankind,and

may not be palatable nor satisfactory to our

pride, but it is true, nevertheless,
If Bro. Winn

One word of explanation.

charity rebuked, and the more we see how far
short most of us are in acting up to these
sublime lessons. But a beginning is made,

number of ads. recsived av $3.00 per inch, net. will turn again to the Guardian he will see
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inadaptingourregulationstotherequirements mission of benevolence and frater that he does the Oddfellow’s lodge (mentton.

We are beginning to findy e have mis.

ro. C. F. Colwell

scriptions, accepting orders for advertise.
ments and collecting accounts for the Do.
MiNioN Ooorrirow for the City of Toronto.

is the authotized agent of the DomiNtox Opp.
FFLLOW for the city of London, and will receive
Bubscriptions, take contracts for advertising
and make collections giving our recei pts,

ing at pre-eminence, in this respect our ac-
tive men have at times, perhaps, a'lowed
their apprecation of the grand moral riission
of our institution to become dimmed ; but
a glance over the whole record of our Order
contains convincing proof that the dimness
was but a passing cloud, of momentary dura-
| tron and scareely perceptiblein effect. It isan

encouraging fact, and one to which we cannot
too often advert, that through all the changes
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Kinesron  Uniformed Encampment of
Oddfellows have secured Channel Grove for
a picnic on Dominion Day,

Bro. CuanrLes Sm.\zm,ﬂ ;f Napanee
Lodge No. 86, now located in Belleville, Out.,
favored us with a call on Tuesday.

your paper, and if you have not renewed your
subscription, do 8o ut once,

Bro. Cuarvres D. CoL, is now serving his
27th year as Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts. He has ever been
& faithful and trustworthv Secretary.

Twue Stirling Ont., lodge of Oddfellows have
arranged to give a grand vocal and instru-
mental concert, interspersed with readings
and recitations, in Bennett's hall on the 14th
inst.

Bro. Ausirr DyNes just “took it wpon
himself” to do a kind act for the Domrxtos
OppFELLOw, 80 he solicited a number of sub-
scriptions, and forwards the cash, with his
own renewal. Oh! that many others might
be moved by the same spirit.

Bro. W. A. Rvay, of Toronto, sends some
additional mames this week, which brings his
list of new subscribers up to one hundred and
fifty-five.  Can any other journal of our

that have been made in our regulations, and
all the vicissitudes through which Odd-
fellowship has passed, the grand undelying
principle of our institution has been pre-
served intact. Assaults have been made on
the very citadel of our Order, the sapper and
miner have been at work, stratagem has been
employed, and temptation in its most se-
ductive form has been held out to induce a
deviation from the straight line of moral
truth laid down for our guidance. These
operations have by no means been suspend-
ed; we have to-day the pure moralist
pleading for a mitigation of the strict rule of
qualification for ~membership—pleading,
scarcely that, rather bringing sophistry to
bear with a sharp aim upon the port-holes
of reason, and endeavoring by this means to
create a breach where less skilful weapons
have failed. But it is not against the assail-
ants of our institution that we wish to deal
at present, theugh we have no more danger-
vus foe than the isidinous enemy within,
who would remove the solid foundation upon
which our tabernacle has been reared, cn the
plea of rep'acing it with a polished stone,
only to find when the structure came tumb-
ling about his ears, that human judg-
meut is no safe substitute for (iod’s immu-
ablelaw. Ourinstitution has been proofagainst
such assaultsin the past, and will, we trust,
with divine guidance, remain invulnerable
till all our purposes are consummated in that
period to which hope peints us. We should,
however, from time to time renew our faith
by reviewing the influences that have aided
in the success of the past

benevolence ard fratermity linked together,
with an ambition for a pure moral life, It
is the perfect operation in unison of these
two features of onr mission that has gained
for the Order the unprecedented success of
the past ; we should keep this fact ever in
view, and so live and discharge our duties
that they may never become separated or
allowed to fall into disuse. May each
of us be actusted by the pure principles
of Oddfellowship, and may we in life and
conduct afford no reproach to the golden
truths which our Order inculcates,

AT EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE.
Last week we gave place tc an article from
the pen of Bro Winn, in faver of the admis-
sion to membership at eighteen years of age;
We now give the other side of the question
as viewed by Bro. H.L, Stillson :

“Bro. Winn sees fit to transpose my little
sketch of how the English Oddfellows enjoy
or celebrate their anniversaries, into : “That
is, you build up a cob house merely for the
pleasure of knocking it down, or imagine
faults as arguments against the union of Odd.
fellowship.” The brother should read me
more carefully, The articles in (question
Were not thrusts at him, The object of the
first was to call attention to the vast dif-
ference in the two branches of the Order of
Oddfellows, as developed in their social or
public expressions—a matter of information
more than argument. But the zeal with
which this sketch in the Guardian is attack.
ed, shows that there are two sides to the
inter-visitation question, and that age is not
the whole of the difficulty,

In reply to Bro. Winn's eriticims :  He re-
fers the legal points to the standard that
churches and cities, ete., are corporations,
and that minors are both members of the
one, and may own the bonds of the other.
The parallels are not true, O.dfellowship
is its primary foundation, axiom says that
every member is the exact equal of every
other member. Admit a class ineligible to
be trustees, or to vote, or to have a full yoice
in the business management, and we admit
at once the distinctions of the outside world,
and hence, Oddfellowship as now known, dies.
This is the logical outcome of the brother’s
rgument, although net stated in his exact
words. The vn‘leq,\\uem that if our Order

| TEMPLETON & BEEMAN, P : : . . L takes to correet, and in stron\er light, to see
[ o— EENAN Zegada _ | of a progressive age, we have, unconscious- | bity  has f’“""d for the. institution | oq i my former letter) injustice when he | what vas. possibilities for goojl are open be.
% Bro. Geo. W. Cutter ly perhaps, beuefittod by the zeal and energy | the ~sympatiy of all nations classes | says they suspended after thirty years. I|foreus. And the longer an stronger our
7has been appointed agent for receiving sub- | which a practical interest imparts. In aim- [and, creeds, Oddfellowship is gimply | gave the years noted ‘‘ 1860-64,” and it, to- vision, the more glory we see. Let us not

gether with all but three lodges in Vermont, | be
““went down,” principally because the
*“color line"” was not only discussed in the
case of old Battinkill No, 15, of this state in | gh
1854—56, but enforced in those days, and it | ys,
was suicide to press that matter, as will be

ever finished. As a parting salute: —Suppose
a congressman-elect, eighteen yer.s of age,
were sent to Washington from a State mak-
ing such an one eligible, would the United
States have anything to say to age? And
how is it in the District of Columbia, where

Let us dare to unlearn what we have learned
amiss, and wiser and better ourselves, we

the nearer we shall live in fraternity, love
shown if the Order’s history in Vermont is | and justice to mankind. At least so believes

afraid to learn more, and mend more,

all make
, and the

world wiser and better around
rer we live to Oddfellowship,

THE OLp MAN oF tHE MoUNTAINS.

A SEMI-OFFICIAL VINDICATION.
We have taken little or no part in the dis-

whom I entertain the highest res
hope he will recognize therein the

Guardian,

of Wisconsin, he says :

bers and influence,

zealous.

tions,

‘Friendship, Love and Truth.’

PQSSIBILITIES OF THE ORDER.

In the late 1ddreu_:report of the Grand
Master of the Order of Oddfellows in the State

**The Order has made an advanse in num-

ship, while impomnt.'riuebgu:o":n::?}?hre Soind it in with sincete rymet we soo
greatest evidence of our prosperity. The
lodges are in a very active and healthy condi-
tion ; the membership more appreciative and
- 'I‘bekstnndnrd has been raised, and
ere is a marked desire to excel in render- : "
ing the work and exemplifying the principles treatment. - The following “‘open_letter,” ad.
of Oddfellowship in our daily intercourse New H :
with the world. ' The intellectual and moral | N "
advance far outweigh all material considera-
e R W? nl:e beginning to realize the pos-
e, o enng e | S i It St o hch
»n

If these are facts in Wisconsin and else-
where, they are certainly very creditable to | read with much interest your article in the
our Order as well a8 to human nature, while | Monitor of Concord, and I thank yom most
they are full of cheerful promise to the world.

Congress governs ? In writing this 1 haye | cussion now going on in regard to the “Pat .
caught a few minutes from a busy week to | archal Circle,” farther than the publication ’

write a partial rerly to my good m“:e'r.‘ of the official proclamations, for the reason
y AN

nds of inei circulat
‘* brotherly love,” altogether we shall rro-ﬁ;?nmp; yo- h’m i.:u:s'n:::
bably continue to disagree on these topics—

t the Oddfellows of the Dominion, among

has been ulndh b;tw:enh thw Grand B(i}xe, as
the executive head of the rand
L , upon the one side, and the members
of the organization which has been

under ban, on the sther. The Grand Sire has
only endeavored to carry out the expressed
will of the body which he represents.
Throughout he has exhibited coolness, judg-
ment, aud brotherly consideration in the exer-
cise of an imperative, though not very pleasant

journals of our Order made the medium for
vindictive assaults upon him. Some of these
references have been {)uitivel indecent, in
gloating over the physical weakness of a bro-
ther whose position entitles him to respectful

dressed to Bro. Kidder, Grand Secretary ot

hire, who ducts am Oddfel-
lows’ department in the Independent States-
man, e Guardian reproduces under a
covert sneer, that is scarcely in keeping with

know the editor of that journal to be
ssessed :
“ My DEarR BroteR Kinper,—I have

cordially for the position you assume in re-
gard to this bogus institution—the ** Patri.

This sent. is 80 pregnant with
and “deep significance,” that it is worth

And

their influence,

First—Our best gains are in the improve-
ment of our membership in morals, This is
the gain that ensures to us the profit of mem-
bers and all who come within the circle of | this violation of our regulations and laws
Oddfellowship deals with

ning | archal Circle,” so called,
y of
being sorted out in its topics and suggestions-

I have nothing against the Circle if it will
stand ou its merits and not drag legitimate
Oddfellowship into it. But, as (irand Patri-
arch Deubert, of New York pute it, ** steal-
ing our livery” of the Order for purposes
not sanctioned by it is what T am opposed
to ; and it was for the purpose of stopping

that I felt compelled to speak out. And in

There is no estimating the influence of
the constant rendering of the grand moral
lessons contained in the ritual of our Order ;
the most callous mind placed under the in-
fluence of these teachings, must, sooner or

Errhon: tempti i i
great problems in civilization, the relations of :;,:;:Ee"ff:: o‘z’:ﬁz"gﬁi’.e,’;ﬂ.‘,} ‘(l.‘ry,:‘fi r::)l:%
man to God and man to'men, the world over. | are respected and obeyed, it is a great satis
Oddfellowship has lived on its morals more | faction {;o be sustained by such veterans as
than on its numerical ) -on. | Joseph Kidder, Past Grand Sires Nicholson,
erical growth. A mere con Veitch, Sandc::s, Stokes, and the Grand Of-

Order boast of a better friend? It must
be borne in mind that Le is eagaged daily at
his occupation from 7 a.x, to 10 p.u,

is to live in the fature, it must be surround-
ed by legal safeguards 8o that our diversified
and lurge tinancial transactions shall be con-
trolled by responsible men, Minors may,
indeed, own stock in corporations, but does

Ox Thursday evening, Argyll lodge No. 212,
Napnnee, was favored with a visit from W, A.
Rawlings,Feq.,of Union lodge,No,16,St. Cath-
erines. Bro. Rawlings has for years been a
member of the most important committee of
the Grand Lodge of Ontario, that of “Laws
of Subordinates,” and for five years has been
chairman, dwing which time he has discharg.
ed the duties promptly, efficiently, and to the
entire satisfaction of both the Grand Lodge

later become impregnated, with the lessons
soimpressively conveyed. By ne stretch of
imagination can be separated the truths con-
tained in our symbolic forms from the great
source from which they are drawn. The
law of gravitation has the same impercept-
ible force in mental as in material nature.
The human mind is drawn upward by the
imperceptible force of divine love ; we are

not the brother beg the question when he
omits that all-important Personage known in
the law of every state, as the ‘‘minor's guar-
dian?” What sort of a lodge would it be if
incorporated, and sdmitting minors it should
be nhecessary to appoint guardians to portions
of its membership to represent said minors’
interest in eaid lodge? Bro. Winn,the legal ob-
Jection won't downat the wave of your hand.

Next, we find our good brother turning a

vivial society, even with

minds outside,

ces.

gun upon us from our citation of the English
church cus o Syl "

this is be

charitable purposes
conjoined, could not attain that high social
position which would win support from higher | tact if possible, and not allow cliques here
It 18 its self-elevating princi-
ples that made it what it is, and its numeri-
cal strength has come from these inner for* | our friendship of former vears, I have the

Second—Our standard has been raised, and
cause we have raised ourselves up to

ficers generally throughout our vast juris-
diction. We must preserve oar Order in-

and there to interrupt its onward progross.
Again I thank you ; and, hoping to meet you
at Providence next September and renew

honor to subscribe myself,” .
Fraternally Yours,
Erie J, Leecn,

L)

HE Stirhug Out., lodge of Oddfellows have
arranged to give a grand vocal and instru-
mental concert, interspersed with readings
and recitations, in Bennett's hall on the 14th
inst.

Bro. Aunerr Dyxes just “took it wmpon
himself” to do a kind act for the DomiNtox
OpDFELLOW, 80 he solicited a number of sub-
scriptions, and forwar(s the cash, with his
own renewal. Oh! that many others might
be moved by the same spirit.

Bro. W A. Ryax, of Toronto, sends some
additional names this week, which brings his
list of new subscribers up to one hundred and
tifty-five. Can any other journal of our
Order boast of a better friend? It must
be borne in mind that he is engaged daily at
his occupation from 7 a.x, to 10 p. M.

O~ Thursday evening, Argyll lodge No. 212,
Napanee, was favored with a visit from W, A.
Rawlings,Keq.,of Union lodge, No,16,St. Cath-
erines, Bro. Rawlings has for years been a
member of the most important committee of
the Grand Lodge of Ontario, that of “Laws
of Subordinates,” and for five years has been
chairman, duing which time he has discharg.
ed the duties promptly, efficiently, and to the
entire satisfaction of both the Grand Lodge
and the subordinates. e is as modest and

unassuming as he is useful in his sphere, and
it was & real pleasure to the member-hip in
Napanee to have an opportunity of cnter-
taining him in their fraternal circle, and to
listen to his words of encouragement, We
hope Bro. Rawlings may not only be long spar-
ed, but that he may be induced to long hold his

present position.
F——

JUST WHAT WE MAKE IT.

Practically Oddillowship is something or
vothing, just as we make it. It is eimply a
piece of pretentious acting for any of us to
putonmysterious airs, look wiseand call O1d-
fellowship a great thing, and there rest, It

is a great thing if we are great things our- |

selves, and work it out into great things, As

|

{ we will, and work, so it is. A stream can

) riseno higher thanits source, Itdon’t make
a great and good man of a man for him to

talk, however, long or strong, of great and
good things merely.  Let him get the great
and good things inside of him first, and then
the next thing is to work them out at the
finger's ends, outside as well as inside of the
lodge, in themart and in the mill, atthe home:
the shop, the money till,
Oddfellowship is, indeed suggestive of the
} best of good things, and herein consists its
theoretical value. It has systematio plans
for doing good things, and herein consists its
practical worth. But it is dead without
works, Pretty as a picture, but needing
life, and so it 1s something, or nothing just
as we Will.  Let usdismissall childish ideas
of wondgrful secrets, or the wonderful merits
of our wonderful mysteries, and apply our-
sclves to our legitimate work. and let all
=be workers in very truth, and in so do-
| ing we shall best bring the joys of a good life
I to our own hearts, and best demonstrate to
others what our Order may be and is, by
letting the world see what we are ourselves,
We shall indicate our right to bein the
world by the good we do in the world. The
best creeds are the Lest deeds the world
| over. C. W,
Rurraxp Vo,

vus foe than the nsidiuous enemy within,
who would remove the solid foundation upon
which our tabernacle has been reared, cn the
plea of rep'acing it with a polished stone,
only to find when the structure came tumb-
ling about his ears, that human judg-
meut is no safe substitute for (iod’s immu-
ablelaw. Ourinstitution has been proof against
such assaultsin the past, and wili, we trust,
with divine guidance, remain invulnerable
till all our purposes are consummated in that
period to which hope peints us. We should,
however, from time to time renew our faith
by reviewing the influences that have aided
in the success of the past.

There is no estimating the influence of
the constant rendering of the grand moral
lessons contained in the ritual of our Order ;
the most callous mind placed under the in-
fluence of these teachings, must, sooner or
later become impregnated, with the lessons
By ne stretch of
imagination can be separated the truths con-
tained in our symbolic forms from the great

8o impressively conveyed,

source from which they are drawn, The
law of gravitation has the game inipercept-
ible force im mental as in material nature,
The human mind is drawn upward by the
imperceptible foree of divine love ; we are
led unconsciously to appreciate our duty
towards God and our fellow-man, and are
fitted for the nobler work of the present,and
the mestimable privileges of the hereafter,

Having a proper understanding of the
principles of Oddfellowship, and a sincere
love for the Order, it should be our first aim
to obtain the fullest advantage from its
If we are good Oddfellows, we
should not only attend our lodge meetings
regularly, and participate readily and heart-
ily in the work, but in our every day walk

teachings.

and life, should show to the'outside world
[ that upon us the teachings of the Order have
It should be the
object of cach one to place his character upon
| that high throne of moral excellence which

| not been lavished in vain,

tmought bnt a pure life, and a conscience
| void of guile in the sight of (iod can set up.
| Such a life stands out before the world a
[noble example, deep in contrast to the
| natural tendency of weak and unsupported
[ human nature, and asembodied in our fellow-
ship has very fittingly been termed Odd. Let
us not only aim at being pure ourselves, but
assist others to be pure. The ¢reatest of
the triple virtues is charity, and that charity
which covereth the short comings of our
fellowmen is commendable above all others.
Let us cultivate this virtue, and with a warm
and sympathetic lieart, and an open hand,
encourage those who are endeaveringto stand
upon thehigh plane of frnéurnity. The cordial
gripof true fellowship should always ac-
company the greetings of brethren, and if
necessary should be backed up with sym-
pathy, council or assistance as the exigen-
cies of the case may require. \We cannot
haye it too deeply impressed upon our minds
that we owe a duty to one another, and that
we have solemnly obligated ourselves to dis-
charge the debt upon demand. The silent
and unostentatious discharge of these duties
towards one another, is the lever which has
brought the werld into sympathy with our
organization, It knits our membership izto

which this sketch in the Guardian is attack-
ed, shows that there are two sides to the
inter-visitation question, and that age is not
the whole of the difficulty.

In reply to Bro, Winn's criticims : He re-
fers the legal points to the standard that
churches and cities, etc., are corporations,
and that minors gre both members of the
one, and may own the bonds of the other.
The parallels are not true. O.dfellowship
is its primary foundation, axiom says that
every member iy the exact equal of every
other member. Admit a class ineligible to
be trustees, or to vote, or to have a full yoice
in the business management, and we admit
at once the distinctions of the outside world,
and hence, Oddfellowship as now known, dies.
This is the logical outcome of the brother’s
argument, although net stated in his exact
words. The write¥saserts that if our Order
is to live in the fulare, it must be surround-
ed by legal safeguards 8o that our diversified
and lurge tinancial transactiens shall be con-
trolled by responsible men. Minors may,
indeed, own stock in corporations, but does
not the brother beg the (uestion when he
omits that all-important personage known in
the law of every state, as the “minor’s guar-
dian?” What sort of a lodge would it be if
incorporated, and admitting minors it should
be necessary to appoint guardians to portions
of its membership to represent said minors’
interest in eaid lodge? Bro. Winn,the legal ob-
Jection won't down at the wave of your hand.

Next, we find our good brother turning a
gun upon us from our citation of the English
church customs. It is well known that in
tellectMally and eocially the Indepeutent
Order ranks much higher than the Manclies-
ter Unity. The customs and class conditions
of citizenthip of the two countries are lergely
resporsible for this known fact, The Tn.
glish youth inherits his social life and takes
his polities, his fraternal society, his parti-
cular religious philosophy on~ faith ; the
Ameriaan lad does not, Consequently the
&nplish youth goes into the business his an-
cestors have followed for generations, adopts
their fraternal socicties, ete., good, bad or in-
different. The American lad, on the other
hand, thinks and acts for himself, and does
not consider himself a man until he has
sown some wild oats, ending at from twenty-
one to thirty years of age, I'hen, and not
ull then, the writer argues, is he ready to be
made an Oddfellow, 1do not mean %o be
understood that vice axd *‘wild oat:” are
necessarily synonymous terms. The youth
does not feel the need of fraternal ties, es-
pecially of the sober and business kind i he
18 “enjoying himself.” Here comes in the
lormative argument for admission to our
lollr;u. Bro. Wiun says: “‘I'he boys at
eighteen can o longer be kept in the house
at wight ; he is too old for boys’ play, and too
big for parental control, and'if not admitted
luto a lodge where e can learn the ways of
men, he will seek the ayenues of vice for
company.” That is, our lodges are expected
to work a miracle ; this kiud of boys are to
be saved by us, after their parents, the church
aud the schools have failed.

The Good Templars are formed for this
particular mission, aud have been for thirty-
two years trying to perform that miracle,
and their success has been ephemeral, Will
we succeed better? If parents do not com-
mand the respect of their boys 80 that they
will avoid vicious company,no lodge of Odd-
fellows can hope to reclaim them When a
boy of eighteen so far forgets hig mother's
lnstructigns and prayers that he goes to ruin
because Jodges and Orders are nog multipli-
ed in which he can lounge evenings, mark
oue in your recollection, he will not be sayed
by Oddfellowship, It is conceded, by in-
ference, at least, that thegood boys can wait
till they aro of age, The Order in Australia
is cited. I believe that logislation to have
been a sad mistake. In America the 1. O,
O. F. stands equal in social status with
Masonry, How is it in Australia? By
bidding with the Manchester Unity for
numbers we have lowered our standard in
that country, and gather from the identical

1on8, — We are beginning to realize the pos.

sibilities of the Order as a means of self-cul.
ture, and for extending the principles of
‘Friendship, Love and Truth.’”

If these are facts in Wisconsin and else-
where, they are certainly very creditable to
our Order as well as to human nature, while
they are full of cheerful promise to the world.
This sentence is so pregnant with meaning
and “deep significance,” that it is worthy of

being sorted out in its topics and suggestions-
And

First—Our best gains are in the improve-
ment of our membership in morals, This iy
the gain that ensures to us the profit of mem-
bers and all who come within the circle of
their influence, Oddfellowship deals with
great problems in civilization, the relations of
man to God and man to men, the world over.
Oddfellowship has lived on its morals more
than on its numerical growth. A mere con-
vivial society, even with charitable purposes
conjoined, could not attain that high social
position which would win support from higher
minds outside. It is its self-elevating princi-
ples that made it what it is, and its numeri-
cal strength has come from these inner for*
ces.

Second—Our standard has been raised, and
this is because we have raised ourselves up to
a higher appreciation of our purposes and
principles.  We find that Oddfellowship is o
**fur more importance,” touches more sides o
haman interests, condemus more wrongs and
fosters more rights, goes down deeper into
the wants of man, and points him upward
to higher conceptions of his capacities for
improvement, “than we at first supposed.”
It grows upon us,

Third—0ddfellowship is & great study--
not learned when its rituals are learned, but
when its great underlying principles are under-
stood, and made the rule of action, and not
even then, for we not only must learn what
these principles are, their divine origin, their
binding authority, but where they go, and
how far they go.

Fourth —This study is far from being now
completed, with all our painsand gains, “W,
are beginning,” as the Grand Master says,

only beginning, to “‘realize the possibilities of
the Order as a means of self-culture,” It is
{ what we work out of ourselves, rather than
the varnish and whitewash we work unto our.
selves. It is inside growth, the supplanting
of low matives for high, efficient resolutions
tq be better and do better, rather than vacil-
lating pramises that we will not become worse,
but an upward ascending march of the soul
to the higher life, though war against vice in
in all its forms, may be a necessity of the
trial, and the glory of its triumph.
Fifth—"Beginning” and only beginning,
are we now in this study. Its alphabet is
hardly learned. We really know but little
of our grand philosophy, in its sweeping
scope, which, though it can be stated in a few
words, is high as heaven, deep as human
wants, wide as man and durable as God.
There is not a dut,” in life it does not foster,
a right it does mot conserve, as a wrong it
does not condemn, Ve are only beginning
to learn our own princi,"les. And it is not
unlikely that there may b.? & conflict among
ourselves —indeed, there is ,"0W, to some ex-
tent, as to what our prine, "les really are,
where thei R0, and to what, '« xtent, to: this
and to that thing or race they 'Pl"i'z-
But the conflict cannot be 10,8 or dis-
astrous. More good will come oy it than
evil.  Agitation is purification, How ' many
of our Order, if the question could L © put

man, ie  Guardian reproduces under
covert sneer, that is scarcely in keeping with |
the kind and fraternal disposition of which we
know the editor of that journal to be
possessed :

“ My Dear BrotueR Kioper,—I have
read with much interest your article in the |
Monitor of Concord, and I thank yom most
cordially for the position you assume in re.
gard to this bogus institution—the **Patri.
archal Circle,” 80 called,

I have nothing against the Circle if it will
stand oo its merits and not drag legitimate
Oddfellowship into it, But, as Girand Patri.
arch Deubert, of New York puteit, * steal-
ing our livery” of the Order for purposes
not sanctioned by it is what I am opposed
to ; and it was for the purpose of stopping
this violation of our regulations and laws
that I felt compelled to speak out. And in
attempting to discharge my duty of seeing |
that tge laws of the Sovereign Grand Lod ge |
are respected and obeyed, it is a great satis-
faction to be sustained by such veterans as
Joseph Kidder, Past Girand Sires Nicholson,
Veitch, Sanders, Stokes, and the Grand Of-
ficers generally throughout our vast juris-
diction. We must preserve our Order in-
tact if possible, and not allow cliques here
and there to interrupt its onward progress,
Again I thank you ; and, hoping to meet you
at Providence next September and renew
our friendship of former vears, I have the
honor to subscribe myself,”

Fraternally Yours,
Erie J. Leech,
KroKkUK, Ia., May 7, 1883.

4 POINT OF LAW.

New Grascow, May 30th, 1883.

Dear Sie,—Will you kindly answer the
following through your columns: A brother
has been suspended for a term of eighteen
months for cause. An appeal was taken, and
filed with the proper officer, but the Grand
Lodge does not meet for nearly a year. After
six months the suspended brether sends to the
Per. Sec. of the 10\?;:0 one year's dues, with a
request for a receipt for the amount. The fol-
lowing weck the brother received the $3
with this note: *‘Itis time enough for you
to pay your dues when time of suspension is
up.”  Can the lodge eolicct that bill again ?

Ans. Every lodge holds its members, under-
going punishment, responsible for dues accru-
ing during the time of punishment, though in
case where a member is suspended for canse
the lodge may commute or remit such portion
of his accumulated dues (if unpaid) as it may
determine, the matter being subject to local
legislation, The lodge cannot refuse to receive
dues at any time, and in returning the
amount, they are liable to be made defendants
in an appeal to the Grand Master. An appeal
is the brother's proper course, as we cannot see |
that by the action of the lodge, heis relieved
of his indebtedness.

We have some personal knowledge of the
facts of this case. The difficulties in Norton
lodge are unfortunate, and to be regretted |
both in the interests of the Order, aund the
member who now feels aggrieved at the lodge's
action. While the brother under suspengion
may have been rather outspoken in his yiews,
the case warranted strong language. But, no,
matter what the brother's short-comings
the proceedings of the lodge in the premises
were illegal, and we believe unjustifiable. The
trial and after-proceedings manifested a very
crude knowledge of the laws pf the Order,
and we must add a contempt fbr the counsel
of those who were better infofned. The sus-

nded brother had no alternative, however,

ut to acoept thedecree against him, and he has
evinced a praiseworthy patience under the cir-
cumstances, in abiding the decision of his
lodge and the course of his appeal. We are
convinced that nothing but a vigorous ‘‘haul-

ing over the coals’ by the Grand Master of
the jurisdiction will settle this matter, and
the sooner it is done the better. Bro, Rich-
ards cannot do the Order better service tian

to-day to an open vote, “Shall the  Past
Grand's charge, happily untouched by i, B

b, ing Norton lodge an official visit, and
gl’yg:g’l:ﬂ parties some plain words of counsel
and instruction.

-




