THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN 9

dividuals, would be the first to say.
We have 1ot vet attained. neither are
we alrer 1y perfect. In every con-
gregaiion thei~ is still much room for
improvement. Thare is one point tha:
may now be speclally mentioned
Even in those congregations most de-
servedly famed for their liberality as
in all others, there are a few on whose
shoulders tie heaviest part of every
burden rests. It s found desirable
that a contrbution, comrnensurate
with the congrogation’s ability, should
be given for some special object. The
men of goou will, who are known to
be prosperous, aie first applied to.
They give handsomely. The claim s
addressed to all others in turn, but the
aggregate s disappointing. It comes
short both In expectation and in what
Is required. The nrst givers have
again to be appealed to and for the
honor of the congregation they have
to glve again. Perhaps It “1oes not
hurt them very much, but it s an
Injury to others. Not a few, it Is to
be feared, systematically shirk thelr
financial obligations to their church.
It is an ascertained fact that those
Whose share of this world’s goods is
comparatively meagre are often far
more liberal and better principled giv-
ers than are some others more favor-
ably circumstanced. The principle of
the division of labor in this lcular
ought to be more systema y ap-
plied.  The result would be as grat-
fiying as it would be wonderful. The
church would have an overflowing
treasur’. She could do abler and bet-
ter work than she has yet done. The
outward prosperity would be the least
of it. There would be an access of
spiritual receptivity and power. In the
matter of evenly-distributed liberal-
Ity there is a present call to the
churches to excel in this grace also.

THE RECENT CHURCH PAGEANT.

Those good people who see nothing
but evil In the theatre must bhe scan-
dalized by what has been doing at Ful-
ham, England, where a great Church
of England pageant has recently been
held in the grounds of the Bishop of
London; for, after all, what is a pa-
geant but a form of play-acting in the
open air. The pageant was intended
to set forth In dramatic form various
incidents in the .uistory of the Church
of England. There were nineteen epl-
sodes, divided Into two parts. The
first ten covered one thousand years
of the history of the church, from A.D.
313 to 1350. These wer~ given in the
afternoon, and the r(maining nine
scenes, beginning with the trial of
Wycliffe and ending with the acquittal
of the seven bishops In 1688, were given
in the evening. On the Sunday pre-
ceding a great open air service was
held on the pageant field, at which the
Bishop of London, who not long ngo
visited Canada, spoke to 10,000 people,
and on the following Sunday the Arch-
bishop of Cantebury, whose acquaint-
ance the Canadlan people had also an
opportunity of making, addressed an
equally large audlence. While the pa-
geant was going on the spectators were
asked several times to join with the
performers In singing hymns and re-
peating creeds, and prayers were ar-
ranged as an integral part of some of
the scenes.

Four thousand persons took part in
the pageant. An English Church pa-
per speaks of the first part as magni-
ficent and the second part as superb.
It seems to be regarded not only as a
great artistic function but as an object
lesson, iInstructive in all its character,
different from all other pageants “be-
cause of Its religious alm.” We have
no doubt there are many who will look
upon such methods of Instruction as
the good Scotch woman did upon organ
playing in the sanctuary—grand, but
an awful way of spending the Sabbath
day. But even the drama, if kept free
from injurious assoclations, may be an
effective way of imparting Instruction.

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE AGAINST
THE BIBLE.

a notice of two books, Mr. I. M.
Haldeman's Christian Sclence ‘n the
Light of Holy Scripture (Revell) anl
™ Btephen Paget's The Fa'tl and
W rks of Christian Sclence (Macmi'-
lan), the Expository Times says:
‘When Christian Sclence is compared
with Scripture it is found to be in
direct contradiction to the teaching of
Christ and of the Apostles on ever’
single doctrine that the New Testa-
ment contains. We have gone through
Mr, Haldeman’s book and taken a note
of the doctrines contradicted and we
cannot think of one that escapes. Mr,
Halds is quite unbiased. Ile sim
ply sets down side Ly side the words
of Christian Science and the words of
Holy Scripture (being careful always
of the context), and we see for our:
selyes how absolute and with:out ex-
ception the contradiction s, Christ-
lan Sclence says, ‘men ls Incarable of
sin;’ Scripture says, ‘all have sinned
and come short of the glory of Goa.'
Christian Sclence says, ‘man Is never
sick;’ Scripture says, ‘they brought to
Him all sick people.’ Christlan “clence
says, ‘the body cannot die;' Scripture
says, ‘it is appointed ntc men orce
to dle.’ Christlan Scleuce savs ‘Cod
is not a person;' Scripture speaks of
‘the express Image «f his person.'
Christian Sclence says, ‘Jesus is not
the Christ;’ Scripture asks, ‘who is a
llar bit he that denleth that Jesus is
the Clrist?

Dr. Puget finds that Christian Scleace
contradicts cominon g’nea Its teach-
ing about animals, for example, is that
they are not real, that they ave hot
there, that they are images, reflections,
manifestations, ldeas. They have not
in reality senses, for they are not in
reality selves. The carnivora arve rot
carnivorous, and the v'vers are hot
venomous. Their pleasures and paine,
instincts and pass'ons, homing aud
mating and fighting, ate not really in
them, but in God, cr In us. It Aoes
not matter which we say, 3ol or us
Mind is the only I, or Us Let the nad
grammar pass. hold fast this happy
assurance, that God Is the only Vs,

But Dr. Paget has nost to Jo with
the cures ol Clhristian Sclence, He
has written to a great many o *hovn
who say they were curnd. e has thor-
oughly sifted svch cases as he could
get at. He does not beilece that
Christlan Sclence can cure. Mental
suggestion. of cours2, he holde by. But
beyond what it does by mental sug-
gestion he does not helieva that Christ-
lan Science has ever done anything.

The Expository Times thinks there
will yet be a great output of Jiterature
on Christian Sclence, hut we doubt
whether the most convincing literature
will avail to save those who have been
‘caught in this dangerous little Eddy.’
They are generally not people who
read books, and they are certainly hot
people with any power of straight
thinking. In fact the more we think
about the spread of Christian Science
in this country the more fully we are
convinced that the Unlversity of Chi-
cago and Cornell and the New York
University and other Institutions of
that ilk have falled, notwith i

NORTH POLE REACHED.
Montreal Dally Witness.

We n. . accept the statement that
Dr. Cook reached the North Pole be-
cause he says he did. There is and
probably can be no evidence for or
against. He has brought away no tro-
phies. If he has been there he has
found what we always sald would be
found, simply nothing. The quests of
the holy grall and of the elixir of life
were quite as substantial as this quest
of the Pole, on which 80 much adven-
ture has been expended. If the thing
really has been achieved then we sup-
Pose a good deal of the zest of the pur-
sult will have dropped out of it. We
ance knew an Arctic explorer who had
commanded a ship in search of Sir John
Franklin, who had convinced himself
that if he could only sail to the North
Pole he could sall inside the world, and
see new lands and all sorts of wonders,
His idea was that the world was like
& ball of yarn, with a hole at the end
and a hollow Inside. This remarkable
theory has been disproved, supposing
always that Dr. Cook has made no mis-
take. But he does not know whether
there s land or water at the Pole.
There never was so great a feat with
80 little to  show for it as appears In the
heavily padded despatches. What
glves these despatches so little the ap~
pearance of reality is the small amount
of new Information, or impression that
they convey, which is to the whole like
Falstaff's pennyworth of bread to an
unconsclonable amount of sack. They
are like the revealings of spirits giving
nothing we did not know. It is not
every one who does great things who
knows how to write a telegram. Later
we shall learn what really happened.
and more keenly what was felt. The
feature that Is most notable about the
polar landscape must be the perpetu-
ally level sun which rolls round and
round the horizon, never east, never
west, always due south whichever way
one sees it, for there Is no east nor
west nor north at the Pole; everything
is due south—a sheet of snow with the
sun on the horizon and wonderful re-
fractions and mingled at times, such
is all that is to be seen at the Pole.

A CORRECTION.

Fdltor Dominion Presbyterian,—The
charge sald to have been made by a
former reader in a Christian Sclence
church, that the leaders of Christian
Sclence “purpose to keep secret the
death of Mrs. Eddy, and to declare
that she has been translated,” is too
silly for consideration, and were it not
for the fact that reputable journals ke
the “Interior" of Chicago and the “Do-
minion Presbyterian” have been im-
posed on to publish the absurd story,
it would not call for any notice. All
who are conversant with the Christian
Science movement know there is noth-
ing secret about this denomination,
and the life and work of its Leader are
80 well known that there Is no longer
any excuse for misrepresentation con-
cerning her.

The writer of the above charge has
been disconnected with the Christian
Science church for two years or more,
and as he has made no effort in that
time to gain correct information from
the leaders of the movemcat., who alone

all their enterprise, in sccuring all the
freaks and fools in Amecrica for pro-
fessorships in their respective faculties.

The loss of 160 lives in Ontarlo last
year by drowning emphasizes the im-
portance of learning to swim. Good
swimmers are, however, often drowned,
Swimming, nevertheless, Is a great
safeguard, and In our opinion it should
be taught, as far as It is possible, in
our schools. It may often prove more
valuable than book learning.

are qualified to give it, he in reality
knows no more of the real facts re-
garding this denomination than the
aditor of the “Presbyterian.” To quote
from an editorial from the “New York
American” recently, “The public 1is
tired of the hue and cry against Chris-
tian Science, and Is not a little sympa-
thetic with the dignified lady who pre-
sides over the councils of that church.”
Thanking you, Mr. Editor, for space for
this correction. I am, vours very truly,
C. R. MUNRO,
Toronto, July 20, 1909,




