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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
By R. G. MacBeth, M.A,, Paris.

The General Assembly has never been
considered an infallible authority but has
generally won approval for wisdom. sound
jud, t and sk hip. The last
Assembly, however, has been assailed
with considerable energy from many
quarters for some of its decisions and has
in certain directions been criticised with
something akin to bitterness and even
contempt. We wonld exneet this, in
almost anv event, from those who are not
in sympathy with religions work, but
when members of our own church persist-
ently attack the tone and decisions of our
High Court we feel ill at ease and are
moved to ine the sit more

they attended at all, Raturday sawa con-
siderable exodu and at the beginning of
the week there was stioh manifest hurry
on the part of those who remained that
some questions received very seant notice.
So much was this the case that after
those present had cried “agreed” to pass
something a college principal next me
enid, “If one moved the abolition of the
Confession of Faith it might go throuxn
without debate”” Another leading com-
missioner who was being prevented from
speaking by eries of “vote” had to ap-
peal earnestly to those present to do the
business of the church properly even if it
took a day longer. But thev had evidently
concluded to finish that night and hence
“the slanghter of the innocents” that took
Ehec. My complaint as to the motion on

closely, Amonost the decicions nrinsinal.
v Tained of in tion with last
Assemhly we micht instance three. The
firet in the Maall ncaee in the matter
of the Widowe and Ornhans Foind. The
annomd in the Camnhell pse  from Nowa
Seotin whare a widow asked for a orant
from tha Yeganv 1oft hou har hushand  #n
the Choreh. Tn the first case the rlee
and regnlations of the Pond. and in the
secand. the nrovieiana of a will. stond in
the wav of ovanting the gnenifia  relel
asked for. hnt the netitioners were wid-
ows and a little diesnesion and econsidera.
tion ghonld have led to action that wanld
bave eawed the Chneeh from temenanh,
The third inetance ia the avtraardinary
treatment meted ont hv the Asesmhle tn
o matian in resard tn Qenarate Rahanle
which gimnlv  peafismad  the  historie
wagition of the Prachetorian Thoweh an
the mmestinn, Concernine the Taet  of
H1osa T have ressived manv eommmnien.
tiona from neaminant men in Aiferenent
warte af Cansda wha a1 Kha leavine a
Chureh that “had failad ta he Pratestant
in a erieia time” and ane fram the mast
influential Tiheral in Britich.  Colvmbia
who declared that the motion eonld not
nossibly offend anv nolitieal varty and
that the action of the Asemhly was “a
disorace to Canada.” With theee corres-
vondents who are all leading Preshyter-
inng T have done what T conld in order
to retain them in connection with the
work of the Church.

The purpose of the present letter is not
to argne on the merite of these auestions
but to say that many who attended the
A s ohed Siet wnd bly on

the lack of ear and painstaki;
in the deliberations and discussions. One
intelligent elder who attended for the
first time left in great disappointment
and regretted that the high opinion he
had always held of the Assembly was not
bhorne out by contact with that body.
There may have been for this
trange and ‘;I aging M.;d’ d
upon many who were present upon
some who were not. Grant Hall in which
the Asembly convened is a magnificent
place for a convention. It is perhaps the
stateliest hall in Canada. But, except for
the evening meetings, it was not well
suited for the Assembly. Its vastness and
the noise made by its new chaire as people
moved upon them, made it difficult to hear
at times and this may account in some
foe the .0 SeaBhanst
which nrevailed. Perhaps, and somewhat
turally too, the jion of 's
was looked nnon as the principal one for
that Assembly and once that was
of, the main business was considered at
an end. Certain it is that the attendance
beean to thin out very early. On Wed-
resday night at the opening mession it
wag annovnced from the Clerk’s table
that certificates should be handed in at
once as some of the Commissioners wish-
ed to leave on Friday. One wonders why

schools is that, judging from the
wild things said in the corridors. two-
thirde of the members never took the
trouhle to read it. Tt is on the minutes
of Assembly and there are not a domen
ministers or elders in the church to-day
who could vote acninst it unless thew
wizh to mart with the snlendid nast of the
Preshvtorian chureh and condemn srent
lesdera like Princinale (aven and King,
and Dr. Rohertson. The very fact that.
in defiance of rules or onder, not to
meak of conrtesv, the notice of motion
wan shelvad hefore it conld he nrecontsd
to the Wonee sghows an  Ineoncidemate
and mmrensoning haste which ane dass nat
exrect to find in a great deliherative
conrt,

The ohiect of this lettor, then, ia to
make anneal to Prechvteries in sonnection
with their elaction of eommiseinners tn
Assemhly,  Tf men are not willine to oo
and devote thelr #ime and attention to
the hneineer of the chnreh i it je vea
nerly disenseed and feemed, they ehov!d
stav awav and lot others #n wha wanld
The Assewhly is not a haliday enting.
The nranstice of havine all the pammis.
sinners chosen in the Preshvtery hy rota-
tion on the m! mav eneonrage this sense
of irreenoneihilite an the nart of same.
T all or even half were chosen hy il
Tot there wonld he a hetter Asgemhly.
And the times demond sarnectnese  There
are nrohlems ahead whose tremendone and
far-renching giomifieance forhide anvthine
like triffing. Tt is not a time for goine
ahout these thinme “with n Yioht heart”
We mav conscientionsly differ upon all
or any of these nroblems, hut we should
be w0 willine to devote onr hest nowers
to their solution that even the omlooker
may se how in a grand sense, we feel
the weight of the burden that rests unon
us. Tn a later issue T may. with vour
vermission, indicate some of the questions
that are pressing upon the chureh for set-
tlement.

The Manse, Paris, Nov. 17th, 1005,
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A Bociety of Rnddhists in to he formed
at Raneoan, Rurma. whose ohiect fs ta
reform Bnrmese theatrieal nerformances,
These onght to have been reformed some
centuries aen: and one wonld like o
known whether the Enrmans conld ever
have seen nesd of reforming them if
Judson and hie enccessors had not taken
the Gosnel to Burma,

Tn World-wide Misslons it In stated
that in the Puniab. one of the eront nro-
vinces in the narthern nart of  Tpdia,
thera are said to he onlv forty families
of Brahman nrieste.. whera  formerly
there were threa himdrad and  sivty fam.
fles. Nnmbere of Brahmans are enter-
ing seenlar eallings. hecanse the offics
of nriest no loneer afforde them a livine.
The canse of this wanine of a non-
Christian religion i« attribnted to poph-
Iar edneation and Bible study.

THE WILL OF GOD.
By Rev. John Watson, D.D.

Among many incidents which have ar
rested my attention and excited my im-
agination during a ministry of thirty
years, the four following are the most
convincing, because they were all con-
firmed by evidence outsidle of my own
experience,

My colleagne in Glasgow was a man of
very noble character and great loyalty.
He showed me much kindness, and after
T eame to Livernonl we were in freanent
communication. When he was laid down
hv 1 dangerons illness T was in a state
of (onstant anxiety, and was readv at
anv moment tn oo ta Qlasoaw, One Can.
day morning T received a letter infor n
me that the erisis had nassed. and o at
he was ont of daneer. This gave me mu-h
courage for the morning service, but dur
ine the afternoon the satiefantion ooved
awav, and T heeame deenondent. A
shadow foll aver me, and T heoan ta fear,
in enite of testimonv, that he was not re.
covering hut that he was dvine. Pring
evenine serviee mv gnirite  sank lower,
and on veturnine home T folt  witerly
wrotchad Tt wae Iaid nnan me that al.
thaneh T had snonsements on Mandav T
ehonld make haste and g0 un by the mid-
nioht train to (laseow. As  the train
olimhed Shan in the hreakine of the Aday,
T avid tn mveslf haw fonlish da thia thine,
that. with the letter in mv nasket eaving
that he ia hatter, T shanld he horrving
to him as if he were dvine. Ae T drove
to his honse T arranced what T shawld
rav, hnt it was not nececaarv to offer
anv evnlanation after T had seen the ser.
vant’a face, She wae weonine. and told
me that he wae then dvine. T went wn.
staire, and tonk hia hand, Fa eanld nat
enenk, bt was nleased to see me, and T
was with him when he entered into rest,
They had wished to summon me but the
ehance had taken nlace snddenlv., he-
ginning on the Sunday afternoon. and
thev considered that in the cireumstances
it wonld he imnossihle for me to come,
But T had been :mn'mn.ned.

Tt was my dnty one Sundav evening to
nreach in a chureh in the North Fnd of
Livernool. and, as is mv custom, T had
determined to nreach amain  the sermon
of the morning service, because, as a rule,
the message is more living than that of
some former day. Driving to the church
and going over the subject in my mind,
T found it had lost interest, and that
even its reasoning was slipping away. On
arriving at the church T had ahsolutely
nothing to sav, and T asked the minister
to take the service, which T had intended
to take. in order that T might recall some
other discourse. No sooner had the ser-
vice begun that a sermon of months ago
began to rise in my memory and to take
nossession of mv heart. The subject was
more or less, “The Departed,” and the
voint of the sermon was the comfort of
faith to those who were left. When 1
rose to preach T felt the spiritual power
which comes to a man who has a mes
sage, and T was thankful that my subject
had been changed for me. Tn the vestry
the minister remarked that no doubt
there was some good reason for this oth-
er sermon, and that moment the reason
entered the room. A minister who had
lost a young wife to whom he was tender-
ly attached, and had fallen into a state
of despair. read in a Manchester paper
that T would preach that evening in Liver-
nool: so he eame from Manchester, he
hardly knew why—more in restlessness
than anvthing else—and heard that ser-
mon. When the text was given out he
knew whv he had come. and also that
the word was intended for him. Tt
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