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with \v lu mu lu* had lieen intimate fur many years. To 
tin* last, tin nigh In* knvxx “Polly,” as his xvife had long 
I teen familiarly spoken of among the old timers, and 
she devoted herself most unselfishly to him until the 
end vame, on Wednesday. April 1st.

I he funeral took place on Friday, April 3rd. The 
afternoon xvas dull and raxv, the ear lx spring weather 
tins season having been void and cheerless. A grave 
had I teen «lug in the ‘'wash” within a stone’s tliroxv 
in tin the vahin and near to where a small xx lute railed 
and picketed enclosure marked the place of Inirial of 
Ixvo infant children of the Thorntons. The burial 
st*rvice «if the < lundi of Knglaml xvas conducted by 
Rev. \\. X . Robins.M. \.. re.ctor «d St. Imle's Church, 
t irecnxvoo«l. flic cotfm xvas In true from the cabin to 
the grave hx tin* six pallltearers, ( has. Deitz ta pi«*- 
iicer of the pioneers, he having arriveil in tin* Iknuularx 
countrx from Sail Francisco in 1858). Tims. McAuley,
( lias. X. Collins. I.. M. McCarren. las. Kerr and D. 
A. Holbrook. Among others present were (ïeo. W. 
Kumbergcr (now Mayor of Phoenix) and Thos. 
llar«ly. of Plmcnix ; V S. Black, !.. IVissliart. Win. 
howler, R. ( ireigor, Thos. M. (iu1l«*v, J. 1*. Mcl.eod. 
j. XX Nelson. XX . X aux and Tints. Walsh, of (ireen- 
xx oo<I ; Pan Mcl.aren and Scott McRae, of Oea«lxvood ; 
Mark Kay, llarrx Morgan and Nidi. Thnll, «if Xna 
com la : ( ie« uge ( 00k. (ioo«lell. Sr., Robert Kerr. 
Otto Nelson, Thomas XX ake and J. S. XX ax. of 
IVmm law Falls; P. 1 lelstah. John R. Jackson.
I wen Keightlev, C. J. l.uinlv, las. McNicol, C. M. 
Melville. Hugh Murray. C. !.. Punnet and Rev. 
flunupsi ni, of Midway: Sam I .arson, of Rock Creek, 
ami maux others whose names xvere imt obtained.
( onspicttotis in the gathering xvere Mrs. Castleman, of 
Boundary falls, ami her daughter. Mrs. Robert Kerr, 
present t«i show their xvomanly sympathy with Mrs.
I nornton and chihlren in their Itercavement. The 
solotnn service f«tr the Imrial of the «lea«l having been 
luiisheil. there xvas a general wish that some one 
x\«tiil«l say a few words appropriate to the sad occa- 
>i«>ii. hut the hearts of the hardy pioneers xvere t«io full 
f«tr their thoughts t«> find expression and no one else 
volunteered to till the void. X mit her cause for regret 
aiming the ol«l-tinters was that there was no singing 
at the grave—even “For \11ld Lang Syne” w.uild 
have relieved their pent-up feelings, but the oppor- 
tunit\ t«i sax a timely word and sing a comforting 
hue «ir two xvas not availed of, s<> the pioneers slowly 
(lisjH*rse«l and sadly wended their several ways t«i their 
res]>ect i ve homes.

In connection with Jolly Jack's lamented death there 
remains but to a«l«l that the members of the Pioneers’ 
Association acquainted with the circumstances and 
surrroundings of Mrs. Thornton and family desire 
t«> six* something «lone to “give the children a chance.” 
There are five or six of them, two or three getting 
big. ami all lacking the ordinary influences of home 
and education that make for the development of chil
dren into g«>xl men and women. Particularly is this 
desired for the sake of the girls, who without such 
influences can hardly tv expected to do well. More 
cannot here tv said of this matter, hut it will easilv be

umlcrst«NN| that if anything is to Ik* «lone it must b« 
done at once if goo«l results are to lie attained. If this 
should reach the eye of any outside old timers with a 
kindly recollection of old Jolly Jack, and disused t" 
lend a helping hand. J. XX. Nelson, of Greenwood; 
flu is. McAuley, of Midway, or any other of the «lis 
triet pioneers, xx ill gladly indicate in what direction 
they can assist.

The folkixving particulars of Jolly Jack's life max 
Ik* read with interest : John Thornton was Imm at 
Moekton-on-Tecs, County of I htrtiam. Knglaml, on 
June 11. 1825. ami xvas coseiupientlx in his seven!x 
eighth year. In 1838. sixtx five years ago. he left his 
home to go as an apprentice on a collier, and to Im*c«nn< 

“( ieordic." as those who folloxvcd this vocation wer«‘ 
then and there called. During six xears he voyaged 
here, there and every xx here, changing from one ve- 
s«*l to another as xvas the custom among many of In 
class. I lis experiences «luring his earlier years at sv.i 
xvere similar to t luise of maux another lad. After 
having “sailed the Spanish Main" he eventually land 
e«| in the Vnitcd States, and thereafter sailed out of 
Nexx York, Philadelphia. Nexx Orleans and other \t 
lantic ports to the XX est India» and Venezuela south 
xvard and to Bermuda northward.

In 1844 he joined the V. S. navy, going on hoard tin 
steam frigate Princeton, the first vessel in the l nited 
States navx to have a propeller. Xfter txvo years m 
the navy lolly Jack xvas discharge»! and for a xvhik 
he xvas once more in the merchant service, but «mix 
for a short time. f«*r in i8’6 at Boston he joined tin 
Imlcpemlcnt frigate. Commodore Shoebrink. From 
Boston he xvent to California. f«»r the Mexican xvar 
xvas in progress, hut by the time he reaelvd San bran 
cisco the Stars and Stripes had already Iven hoisted 

Invalided. Jolly Jack went hack round the Horn t. 
Nexx Y«>rk in the frigate Savannah. But «nice again 
he shipped and this time was drafted into the southern 
coast survey service, surveying with pole and lead from 
Pensacola. Florida, to Texas. After nine months al’ 
hands were discharged at Pensacola. Thence he xven’ 
to New Orleans and there shipped on the packet Rob
ert Burton for Philadelphia, where he once more ship- 
pc«l in the navy, xvas drafted to the receiving ship 
Philadelphia at Norfolk, and then tor the frigate Rare 
ton to cruise during the winter betxvecu ( apes Pela 
xx .are ami Chesapeake, «ni the lookout for distressed 
vessels. From there he went to New York, where 1v 
xvas discharged. At New York he shipped on board 
the brig Meteor to g«i round the Horn to Valparaiso 
Chili,

In 1848 news came to Valparaiso of the discovery »i 
gold in California and the consequent great excitement 
Jollv Jack at once joined the Scotch brig Annie Moore 
of Aberdeen, and sailed for San Francisco. He re
mained in that country about nine years. Once dur 
ing this period he xvas buried by a fall of earth. He 
was got out. hut was injured so much that he was 
knocked out for nearly a year.

In 1858 the Fraser River excitement hmkc out and 
Jolly Jack went there, hut his stay on the Fraser xvas 
not a verv lengthy one. for in the fall of the folloxx ing


