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may be guaranteed, by the Imperial (io\u-muwmr o) from

one hundred to one hundred and fifty thousane
sterling, to further the attainment of the lunds unc
compulsory process which it contemplates,

5. The subject has been so frequently hrought under the
notice of the Imperial Government that | decin it unneces-
rary to trouble your Lordship with any obseevations there-
on.

6. The Legislature of the Colony being summoned to
meet for the despateh of business on the ded day of March
next, it is very desirable to have as early a reply to this
address us may be consistent with your Lordship's conve-
mience,

I have the honor to be Your Lordship's
Most obed't humble servant

Tnumh
er the

(Signed), R. Hovesox, Administrator.

The Right Honorable Earl Granville

Secrotary of State for the Colonies

At a meeting of the Exccutive Couneil of Prince Edward
Island, held on the sixth day of Febraary, In6b :

PIESENT ¢
Honorables Joseph Hensley, R. P, Haythorne, H. J. Call-
beck, W. W. Lord, Geo, W. Howlan, Audrew A. MacDon-

ald.

The following miaute or «ldress to the Right Hon. Earl
Granville, Her Mujesty's poncipal secretary of state for the
Colonies, on the subject of the land tenures of Prinee Ed-
ward lsland, was adopted, aud ordered to be handed o His
Honor the Administrator of the Government of Prinee
Edward Island, for transmission to the proper quarter, that
is to say @

To the Right Honorable Earl Granville, Her Majesty's
principal secretary of state for the Colonies, &c., &e., &c.

Your Lordship's acecssion to_office as Secretary of State
for the Colonies, induces the Executive Council to renew
their efforts with o view to accomplish a commutation of
the remaining leasehold tenures, and the purchase by this
Government on reasonable ferms of such wilderness lands
in Pring, od Lsland ws ave still owned by proprictors,
and are, thes y likely to prove aa obstacle 1o public im-
provemen

The existing leaschold system, owing to the want of
security it atfords to persons who have embarked in the ar-
duous and life-long labor of clearing the forest, has proved
the direct cause of poverty, discontent and litigation; it
has retarded the general progress of the Colony by the ab-
straction of its circulating medium, as well us by the e
stant agitation of the public mind ; while to the proprieto
it has yielded o precarious income drawn from prope

1y
which they hav. no interest in improving, and with which
many of them hive little it any personal aequaintance—
from property m't'up{ing the anomalous and odious position,

that it has rights, but no duties, and thus placing its
owners in antagonism with the rest of the community, If
these premises be correct, it must follow that an ¢ quitable
settlement of this long protracted question \mnh‘ prove
mutually beneficial to all parties concerned; and the Coun-
cil respectfully cluims your Lordship's favorable considera-
tion for their settlement, because they seek more especially
on behalf of a large and respectable body of tenants, and
nerally of this whole community, not confiscation or es-
cheat, nor a direct appropriation of private property, but
permission to purchase and pay for lands which were im-
providently granied a century ago when the art of colon-
ization was imperfectly understood, when the future uses to
which Wilderness lands might be applied in promoting im-
migration and defraying the t of Public works, were
not eecognized ; and when the evil consequences which have
ensued from their misappropriation were not anticipated ;
they, therefore, venture to express their hope thatin arriving
at a decizsion on this momentous question, your Lordship
will be guided by a full consideration of the facts of the
case, rather than the foregone conclusions of your predeces-
8OT8,
The history of this question is easily accessible, and may
be read in the report of the Royal Cc ssioners presented
in 1861 ; that report, based on oral and documentary testi-
mony compiled by three gentlemen selected for their ability,
experience and  indugtry, commended by the Duke
of Newecastle for its ability and impartiality, bas been
nerally accepted us a  trathful  statement of the
Ecu of the case up to the date it bears ; subsequent-

ly, in 1863, a deputation from the Executive Council of
this Colony atiended at the Colonial Office, with a view to
gupport the award of the eommissioners, but having failed
in that ohject, & measure was introduced in 1564, wnd be-
came law, to settle differences between landlord and ten-
ant. By its provisions the tenants on certain townships
therein mentioned, acquived the right of purchasing the
feesimple of their farms, on payment of all arrewcs due
since 1858, and 15 years rent inadvance.  This measure b
‘yru\'nl almost inoperative—during four years only thirt
our leaseholds have been purchased under its provisions,
But considerable progress hus been made during that period
in extnguishing proprictary rights, by voluntary agree-
ments detween the owners and the lo i i, En-
couraged by this progress, and by th liness generally
expressed by the tensuts to purchase their holdings at their
Justly ed value, thls Government made overtures to
most of the proprictors with a view to the purchase of their
lands, both L':Ishl and wilderness, but to those overtures
the proprictors did not respond favorably, Under these
circumstances the Council addressed a minute to lieutenant
ernor Dundas, for the information of His Guoace the late
secretary of state, setting forth their reasons for seeking
His Grace ion toa law compelling proprietors to con-
vey their estates to the loeal Government on receint of their
'll\'\'illllh‘l_\' ascertuined  value. The idea of a compulsory
aw, however, did not meet His Grace's approval, owing,
perhaps, to his brief tenure of office,  He seeingly failed to
n,u;nn-cinln- the changes which had been effceted by the pur-
chase of nearly haltn million acres of leaschold and wilder-
ness land without compulsion, and that even if contiguous
lauds were sequired at the same rates, no great injustice
would be done ; but the Council asked no more than this:
that the value of propriet lunds being  ascertained by
impartial arbitration and their price tendered, theie trans-
fer to the local Government should then be compulsory.
The Council, therefore, respectfully yet earnestly request
your Lordslip's patient attention to these three documents ;
1st. The report of the Royal Commissioners on the Land
Tenurcs, and the evidence taken by them. 2nd. The Cor-
respondence between Messrs, Palmer and Pojpe, and the Co-
lonial Olic rd, the Minute of Council of Jan-
uary 11, 1868, contain the true hiztory of the Land
Question uf this Island, and the Council feels persuaded
that a dispussionate perusal of their contents must lead to
the conclasion that justice to the people of Prince Edward
Island, und regard for the maintenance of the Imperial pres-
tige alike demand that some such remedy as that sought for
should be applied #*# The experience of the last tew months
further te to convinee the Council that a partial settle-
ment effect.d by the oceasional purchase of such estates
as may be voluntarily offered, will only tend to produce
embarrassing and contradictogy results,  Some small
tates having several years rent in arfear, have recently
been nﬂ‘vrwr‘lu this Government at high tates; to accept
such offers would, of course, raise the pretensions of other
persons holding that deseription of property ; but if reject-
ed, the Government and people must submit to the mortifi-
cation of seeing legal measures adopted for the recovery of
rent in arrear.  Moreover the purchased estates being paid
for in cash from the Public Treasury, or in interest bear-
ing debentures, for payment of which the public eredit is
pledged. The inhabitunts of other districts, in some instan-
ces very poorly circumstanced, contribute towards estab-
hing their more fortunate neighbors as freeholders, not
having themselves a hope of aequiring a similar privilege
except it be through the i rumentality of w compulsory
Inw, such as that for which the Royal Assentis sought.
iven on estates to which the Act of 1864 applies, leasenol-
ers are disadvantageously sitnated in contrast with par-
ties who oceupy lands which have been sold to the local
Government ; the former before they can convert their lease-
holds, must pay up all arrears dating from 1858, und tender
their landlords fifteen years rent in advance ; the latter can
purchase their holdings at from five shillings to ten shillings
sterling per acre, according to situation and quality of soil,
all arrears are remitted, twenty per cent of the purchase
money i paid on concluding the agreement, and the bal-
ance in nine annual ingtalments, with interest on the amount
remaining unpaid, at five per cent per annum ; and thus it
frequently happens that lands geparated by a line fence, or
a towaship boundary, ditfer iffy per cent or more in price.

The Council believes that numerous precedents may be
quoted, in which private property has been dealt with by
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