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in.lustnous work, would not ni-arlv equal the destniction caused

in one \ear bv milliner^• plumai^e himters. When we eonsider

the constant, wi.U'S].read i-erseeution and the number of widc-ly

distributed si^ortsmen it has taken to reduce our i;ame birds

it is obvious that a few scattered collectors can have little, it

anv intkicnce ujon the bird lopulation. The ideal conditions

sw'L--.U-d before, call for a collector in everv county. It

we^liad but one dozen si)ortsmen shoot'^s m I'very county

would j,'ame be scarci' to-day?

There is also a sentiment ai,'ainst the scientist collecting

"rare birds" on tlie supiKj-^ition that if these were allowed to

breed thev would become x.mmon. There are practically no

birds but <'a!nt\ raj^torial and i-lumage forms, that suffer

svstematic persecution. The number of small or rare birds that

are killed bv human auen<ies,cxcci)t for proHt or tood,is on the

averaL'c m-lii,nble. Ar there a dozen peo,.le m Canada

seckin- or hunting for Corv's Least Bittern? How many would

know one if thev saw it ^ The siecics has had aundrcds ot

irenerations in which to bc-come common, if the\- are rare now

it is due to the action of still opcratin- natural causes. 1 he

rantv of a creature not especiallv or i;enerally hunte.l for proht

is an indication that itjs not ada])te<ljo '^ondUions a_nd is.

nearin- cxtinctiorT through natural caused: RarTTv^rnnouslv

iust~TiTe?eiTrs "extinction.

Of course with si)ecies that arc nuich hunted, or that are

rare owin" to the <,'eo<ir i)hical limitations of the habitaf.le or

bre-din- ranges, the question is different. Scientihc collect ors

have oreasionallv ijone into small.isolated colonics and practically

willed out a species that, but for them, miijht haye survived

for a while lon-ier. But even in these cases the tact of such limited

ran-e itself indicates that the species is dechmn;- and its end

has'been onlv hastened. A dominant, virile race will tend

continuallv to spread; that it has not done so, it is an indication

of inhi'rent weakness in the s]>ecies.

The Passcnijer Pi^a'on is often pointed outas an example

of man'7'T-uthlessnesS, and A p;rest drat~orsentimentality has

been exercised over it. In the first place, -rcat flocks of birds

of this species would to-dav be incomt-atible with a-ncultural

pursuits Tf man destroyed the Passenu'cr Brecon it was by

extensive netting oinrations airainst them and not bv the

desultorv shootinu of scattered farmers and sportsmi-n. ^
et

the last'vcar of netiinu at the Pctoskv rookeries left countless

piaeons alive. Tlie fact that few of these returned the next

snrin- was no fault of the trai>pers. For vcars thereafter

occasional flocks and bunches of Passcn-er Pi-eons were seen;
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