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working hours, while the food shall be as good

as I can get. What do you say?"

The men shuffled uneasily, as sailors under

such conditions always do, from one foot to

another, and looked helplessly at one another,

until one of the Britons cleared his throat and

said, "P'rhaps we'd better go forrard, sir, and

talk it over, an' let you know in a few minutes."

"That's right," heartily responded the skipper,

" do so." And away they all went.

They came back within five minutes, having

decided to stay if the ship wanted them, -md

wisely, since but few hands are required in

Falmouth. The captain was very pleased with

their amenity to reason, and giving them each

a sovereign on account, dismissed them to go

ashore if they felt so inclined and taste the de-

lights of Falmouth, although, -^o be exact, there

was much more fun and profit to be found on

board the ship, which was thronged with visitors

all day long, most of whom were very generously

minded towards men who had been through

what even they could see were tremendous

dangers.

In due time the owner arrived and also a

representative of tht' underwriters, and after long

consultation it was decided that as the ship had

sustained no injury to her bottom she might be

patched up as regards the bows, re'jtted aloft,

and sailed for her original destination,. Dundee.

Which was immensely to the satisfaction of all

hands, and especially Frank and the bo'sun, both

enthusiasts ii the "sailorising " side of their pro-


