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Ia)as oh CiiABtiixo System.

The primary requisites of any system for keeping a record ofLooks borrowed in a public library, are speed, simplicity, and theminimum of trouble to the borrower. In sou.e libraries readers aredrnen away by unnecessary and exasperating "red-tape"; and in
others the ethe.ency of the library is sacrifioe^l to the impatience of
borrowers. Kither extreme is In the long run fatal to the growth
and efficiency of the library. And yet it is not always easv to attain
hat happy medium which should be the aim of everv right-minded
hbranan Borrowers are not always patient and reasonable -asnstanco the case of Mr. Carlyle. a'mdy referred to-and the tempta-
tion .s doubtless often strong upon the well-meaning librarian tosaenhce aceuracy and thoroughness upon the altar of popular favour.The oldest of the various systems at present in use for charging
hooks, ,s wha ,s known as the ledger System. In this system

-

«h.eh IS widely used in English, .\ustralian and Canadian librariesas well as on the Continent.-the record of books borrowed and bor:
rowers- names is kept in a ledger, each borrower having a separate

pag^ with the date, and when .he book returns, the charge is ea^celled. A day-book is frequently used with this svstem. for theXof speedy charging. The advantages of th. .system are its pe mane^form, <o„.pactncss, speed, and ,he f.ct ,hat oa.h borrower's record
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