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what person soever, whether stranger or inhabitant ofthis colony, after the date of this acY, by reasoning^dis-

ttT^V T f
'«"™«°*' «h»" 8° «bout to defend and main-

ta n the late traitorous proceedings against the afore-
said King of most happy memory, under any notion oflaworjust.ee, such person, using reasoning, discourseor argument or uttering any words or speeches to suchpurpose, and being proven by competent witnesses, shallbe adjudged an accessory, post mortem to the death ofthe aforesaid King and shall be proceeded against forthe same according to the known laws of England; or,whoever shall go about by irreverent and scandalous^nguage to blast the memory and honor of the latemost pious King, shall on conviction suffer such censureand punishment as shall be thought fit by the governorand council And be it further enacted, that what per-son soever shall by words or speeches endeavor to insin-

n!f^*°L^" *'/"VP^^ ""^ ^"«stion of or concerning theundoubted and inherent right of His Majesty that now
IS. to the colony of Vtrginia, and these other, l/is Majesty

s

domzmonsavrf countries, as King and supreme Governor,such words and speeches shall be adjudged high treason.
"And It IS also enacted, that what person soever, by

false reports and malicious rumors, shall spread abroadamong the people anything to change ofgovernment, or tothe lessening of the power and authority of the governoi
or government, either in civil or ecclesiastical causes
Qwhich this Assembly hath and doth declare to be fulland plenary to all intents and purposes), such persons,
not only the authors of such reports and rumors but the
reporters and divulgers thereof (unless it be done by way
°i- !^*l '"^'''.T**'°°

^^^^""^ * magistrate) shall beadjudged equally guilty, and shall suffer such punish-ment even to severity as shall be thought fit, according
to the nature and quality of the offence."
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Assembly that proclaimedKing Charles II. in Virginia were.—Sir William Bpr-

keley, Governor. For James County, Walter Chiles.

iTo wl?*"^,^""'^^'"'*™ ^*"^"' George Reade, Willham Whittaker, George Dunston. For Henrico County.
William Hatcher. For Charles City, Col. Edward Hilland Charles Sparrow. For Warwick County, Col.


