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Thm art two methoda of Nttin* in coaunoa um, tunnaUr, dew-wttinf ai.
.
watar-

rattinc. In the former caM the flax is spread in a thin layer in rows on the grasa,

which should be short and h.»e a level surface. It I. turned at frequent mterral.

with a long pole. The k.MTth of tinn, required for retting rane. with the cU.«oter

of ti» weather, and will extend over several weeks. Two acre, of grass l«nd *«" bo

^quTredtr es'ch acre of flax. When it is found 1;hut the fibre «,parat«. .'"•d'ly *««

the shoves, it should bo lifted carefully on a dry day and tied up again mto bundles

S^vidTth* flax straw i, perfectly dry it can be tied up into much larger bundle,

than before. If the weather is wet, drying may be hastened by setting the flax up on

end as shown in fig. 8. , . , -

Dew-i«tted flax is not so uniform in quality aa water-retted flax, and !«-«••

considerably lower price. This is what might bo expected. -aa it is much more exposed

to weather conditions.
_ i. .„

Water-retting produce* the highest quality of flbre. but it requirea much more

judgment and precision to carry the process out properly. FermenUtion due to the

action of bacteria goe. on much more rapidly in the water. As mentioned previously,

the fibres occur more or less in bundles. The object of retting is to break down and

SLolTthe tiaauea betw*n and around theae bundlea, so that the latter may be

Fio. 8k—FU« irt up to dry

.

readily separated. The fibre-cells composing the bundle are held together by a gummy

substance, and, if the retting is too prolonged, this gummy -ubstance «»»o^«aohres

and the fibre-cells become separated lirom each other. The reeult is that the flax stem,

when pulled has lost its strength and breaks across as easily as a piece of wheaten

straw. Mucn, therefore, depends on taking the flax out of the water just at «>e "ght

time. On the other hand, if the flax is retted insufficiently, it will be much hariet

to separate the fibre from the shove. The work of scutching will be more difficult

to ^r^ out. and will be accompanied by greater waste of fibre. Of the two evils,

however, the second is certainly the leaser.
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Although the main features of water-retting are described below, it must be under-

stood that a full understanding of the subject in all ite details can only be gamed by

several years' experience.
.. i ^ ^ *

The water used for retting should be soft and free from iron. It is rossible to treat

water containing lime with chemicals bO as to soften it, but this adda considerably to

the trouble and expense. The pond used for retting should be constructed, if possible,

in a clay soil. Where soft water is not available, it may be possible m some cases to

fill the 1. .d with rain water some time before it is required, but it entails considerably

more trouole to put the flax bundles into the tank, if it is already fuU of watey. The

mount of water used in proportion to the flax steeped vanes m different distn.


