
366 THE RIVERMAN
" I've let you oflF from the pen because I didn't want my

life bothered with the thought of you. But you've treated
me like a hound. I've been loyal to the firm's interests from
the start; and I've done my best by it. You knifed me in
the back. You're a dirty, low-lived skunk. If you think
you're gomg to get oflF scot-free, you're mightily mistaken."
He advanced two steps more. Newmark half arose.

^
What do you^ mean ? " he asked in some alarm.
I mean that I'm going to give you about the worst lick-

ing you ever heard tell of," replied Orde, buttoning his
coat. **


