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Preface

and Bokhara. In point of fa<5t our difficulty proved
to be not that of getting /'//, but that of getting out of

Russian territory, as will be seen later on.

Despi' the difficulties Russian Turkestan is well

worth Visiting, and had the scope of this book per-

mitted, I should like to have added further illustra-

tions of Samarkand. All the illustrations suffer from
lack of time, and the earlier ones from the inclemency
of the weather, but they are an attempt to show as

accurately as possible what the countries and people
are like, and especially to give correct colouring, in

this way supplementing the photographs with which
many previous works on these countries have been
illustrated.

We were warned before undertaking the journey
that great dangers would lie in our path. I sliould

indeed regret depriving the arm-chair critic of the
pleasure of threatening us with tigers, brigands, Hun
Hutzes, and Cz lowest class ofJapanese ruffian, or of
his special satisfaction in shaking his head over the
follies of u>ose who run into unnecessary danger ; but
in the interest of other travellers I must confess that

we met none of these things, though doubtless it would
have added to the piquancy of the narrative to have
done so. The only striped beasts we saw in the forests

were chipmunks, and the only people who were to

be feared were the monks in a certain Buddhist
monastery.

I cannot omit a word of thanks to the many
missionaries who helped to make our journey such a


