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oratory. Adams continued in Congress during the war, and after-

wards reniaiut'd a proinint lit Hguro in Massachusetts politics, being

Ciovernor from 1795 to 17D7. He died in 1803 at a good old age.

THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE
[The only extant speech of Samuel Adams was delivered at the State House

in Philadelphia, to a very numerous audience, on the ist. of August, 1776, its subject

being American Independence. We give its eloquent and inspiring peroration]

If there is any man so base or so weak as to prefer a dependence on

Great Britain , to the dignity and happiness of Uving a member of a free

and independent nation, let me tell him that necessity now demands what

the generous principle of patriotism should have dictated. We have now

no other alternative than independence, or the most ignorainiotts and gall-

ing servitude. The legions of our enemies thicken on our plains ; desola-

tion and death mark their bloody career ; whilst the mangled corpses of

our countrymen seem to cry out to us as a voice from heaven :
" Will you

permit our posterity to groan under the galling chains of our murderers ?

Has our blood been expended in vain ? Is the only reward which our

constancy, till death, h. s obtained for our country, that it should be sunk

into a deeper and more ignominious vassalage ?
'

' Recollect who are the

men that demand your submission ; to whose decrees you are invited to

pay obedience ! Men who, unmindful of their relation to you as brethren,

of your long implicit submission to their laws ; of the sacrifice which you

and your forefathers made of yottr natural advantages for commerce to

their avarice, formed a deliberate plan to wrest from you the small pit-

tance of property which they had permitted you to acquire. Remember

that the men who wish to rule over you are they who, in pursuit of this

plan of despotism, annulled the sacred contracts which had been made

with your ancestors ; conveyed into your cities a mercenary soldiery to

compel you to submission by insult and murder, who called your patience,

cowardice
;
your piety, hypocrisy.

Countrymen ! the men who now invite you to surrender your rights

into their hands are the men who have let loose the merciless savages to

riot in the blood of their brethren, who have taught treachery t> your

slaves, and courted them to assassinate your wives and children. These

are the men to whom we are exhorted to sacrifice the blessings which Pro-

vidence holds out to us—the happiness, the dignity of uncontrolled free-

dom and independence. Let not your generous indignation be directed

against any among us who may advise so absurd and maddening a meas-

ure. Their number is but few and daily decreases ; and the spirit which can

render them patient of slavery will render them contemptible enemies.
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