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use(of French e¢ivil law in Quebec, the mwaxm® right

'
¥

of instruetior in Erglish or French in the schools of
Quebed and the rights| respecting religious instruction
in the schools of Quebec and Ontario and certailn other %
provinces. l

All authorities are agreed that this i
minimum of conditions established at confederation cannot |
or should not be changed unYdks with the consent of
the provinces concerned. In both Ontario and Quebec until
recently there wes & disposition to look on the. vesting of
power ir the British Parliament to amend the B.N.,A. act as
a protecetion of these minimum essentials. With the
evolution of the relationship of the dominions to Britain,
however, it is guestionable if that is now the case. A
majority in the Cnnndian House of Commons and “enate could
probably secure eny change in the B.N.A, act it wished regard-
less of the oppositior of any province.

A general overhaul of the congtitution
thern would probably consist in an agreement on a
new statute wrich would redefine the powers allocated to
the province and tkhe dominion. This would undoubtedly
irvolve & break-down of the provincicl legislatdve field
of "property end c¢ivil rights" to clerify the position on
gocinl security legislation and mfxtkr & new arrargement for
the divigion of taxes and financial recsponsibility along
the iiﬁ“s, perhaps, of the 1940 report of the Rowell-
Siroile Commisesion., There could he no assurance, however,
trat any new scheme resched would be permanently
satisfsctory end hence an overhaul would also irvolve
establiching a proceedure by which the gx constitutional
Act could be changed end changed in Canede, in accordance
vwith tle precedents slrendy established by the other

domirione, Australis, New Zealasnd and South Afriea.
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