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In 1907 iir.Coats undertook an investigation into the
Cost of Living in Otimwa,the results of which were subsequently
embodied in a memorial presented to thes Royal Commiseion
appointed by the Government in I003 to report on conditionme in
the Civil Service. The deeign of the inveetigation wan to
collect and present a boly of statistios illustrating,in accord-
ance with a comprehensive plan,the relative cost of living in
@ the oity of Ottawa luring the opening week of June,I307,and at
the same veried in I907. The investigation covered not enly
the retail nrices of a large munber of commodities (364 in all)
but dealt alse with reantals,land valuatione,the price of build-
ing,taxation,wazges yaducational feen,interest,ineurance,eto. ote.
The euthorities from whom the information was sousht coneisted
for the most nart of (esalera whose tro.do.vao with nembers of
the 0ivil Servioce. Bvery oare was taken te secure thoroughly
£_ reliable statistics. In apnlying the results the nethod of
» comparative buigets was ermpleyad,and it was found that for men
with an incenme of §750 ver year the rate of increase in the
decede amounted to approximately thirty-four per cent. The
{norense was found to bear lees heeavily on higher incomes, a
typioal budget representing an expenditure of $2,000 showing
an inorease of shout twonty-eight per cent in the decede. On
a salary of $I,200 the increase was found to be thirty per cent.
The care with which this investigation wee conducted and the

clear and concise method in which the results were nresented ,

L*J
N
AR

- cUBLIC ARCHIVES PUBLIQU]
| CANADA




