Hurtig’s new book

explores the truth
behind Free Trade

by Ira Nayman

There were 87,000 jobs created in
Canada in 1987; 162,00 were created
in 1989, the first year of free trade;
89,000 were lost in 1990, the second
year of free trade. From February
1990 to February 1991, 430,000 full
time jobs werelost and 384,000 people
joined the unemployment rolls.

Still believe free trade is going to
create “jobs, jobs, jobs?”

Innon-financial industries, Canada
allows over 30% foreign ownership;
by comparison, the European Com-
munity allows about 8%, the United
States about 5%, Japan around 3%.
Since the Conservatives were first
elected, US firms have invested
$1.133 billion dollars in Canada; the
profits Americans have made directly
and in the increased value of their
investments in Canada was $56.255
billion.

Still believe American investment
benefits the country?

Mel Hurtig seems to have replaced
Karl Marx as the man everybody talks
about but nobody has read. As one
might expect, the reaction to his cur-
rent book, The Betrayal of Canada,
from the pro-business press has been
superficial and fatuous; they’re so
unused to credible, intelligent oppo-
sition, they don’tknow how torespond
to it.

In his book, Hurtig argues that the
Canadian economy has been dete-
riorating for years, and that the Free
Trade Agreement has not only accel-
erated the problem, but left the Ca-
nadian government without the
tools to solve it. Furthermore, the
current Recession Canada is under-
going is a direct resultof the Mulroney
government’s economic policies.

“Brian Mulroney and his govern-
ment have betrayed Canada and have
even betrayed the historic principles
of their own party,” with their eco-
nomic policies, Hurtig writes.

The Betrayal of Canada
written by Mel Hurtig
published by Stoddart Publishing
366 pages, $24.95

Many of Hurtig’s arguments will
be familiar to those (few) of us who
opposed the FTA: jobs are lost as
transnational corporations switch
production to other countries; pressure
to cut social programs has come from
the business community; corporate
advertising, including substantial ad-
vertising from American subsidiar-
ies, bought the last federal election
for the Conservative Party. But, even
those familiar with the arguments will
be shocked by the depth of Canada’s
economic problems.

Hurtig supports his argument with
a great deal of economic information;
the first half of the book is filled with
charts and statistics which seem to
prove that Canada is an economic
basket case. Although alternate
theories to explain his facts are pos-
sible, I have yet to see a credible one.

The current fashionable response
toHurtig is thathe has merely detailed
aRecession that would have happened
with or without Free Trade. This seems
to me like saying somebody has
drowned because water is wet; it may
betrue, butithasn’texplaineda causal
relationship.

Hurtig is a strident writer, whose
flights of rhetoric frequently under-
mine the reader’s sympathy to his
cause. There is a smugness to his
writing, as if the fact that Canada’s
destruction is good if it proves his
opposition to the FTA was correct.
Smugness is the occupational hazard
of curmudgeons, as alook at Mordecai
Richler or W. P. Kinsella will show.

These stylistic problemsaaside, The
Betrayal of Canada is essential read-
ing for everybody who loves Canada
and fears for the country’s future.

Okay, his rhetoric sometimes gets the better of him and his
smugness about the state of the country is unbecoming. But, in
The Betrayal of Canada, Mel Hurtig has an important message

for the country.

DID YOU KNOW...

that a basic initial visit to a dentist can cost about $185.00.*

You can get the Student Dental Plan for only $98 a year and the
same visit will cost you about $25.00.*

A savings of $60.00, in just one visit!

Plus, you can save 70% on other preventative and restorative services, like
fillings, and 50% on wisdom tooth extractions and root canals.
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*  (Annual examination - $78.78, 2 biewing x-rays - $16.85, cleaning - $73.27, fluoride trearment - $15.76, according to the 1991 denual association suggested fee guide.)
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