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GOYou have just discovered that one of your friends has AIDS. Your first reaction is probably one of 
confusion, and fear: How fast does the disease progress? What are the symptoms? Can I catch it if 
he/she touches me, or if we can use the same household facilities? What can I do to help? Where 
can I get more information?

Through the efforts of York student Ron Kelly, the answers are now readily available. Kelly has 
organized a new committee on campus to promote AIDS awareness, in an attempt to stem wide­
spread fear and ignorance about the disease.

At left: Light-hearted 
posters like this are 
widely used to promote 
AIDS awareness and 
safe sex.

/
X

By ZENA KAMOCKI 
Canada’s first 24-hour aids phone 
line went live recently at York Uni­
versity, to provide the campus com­
munity with information and coun­
selling about Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) and 
other sexually transmitted diseases. 
The hotline, in operation since 
March 18, is part of the ongoing 
vices offered by the newly-formed 
York University Council for the 
Prevention of aids (ycpa).

The group is concered that much 
of the information available to stu­
dents about aids is outdated and 
largely inaccessible, according to 
YCPA President and founder Ron 
Kelly. “Révélant information on 
aids is not finding its way to cam­
pus,” Kelly told a sparse audience at 
a press conference in Central Square 
on Monday. “We are here to provide 
accurate information on aids and 
other sexually-transmitted diseases, 
and to educate students on a student 
level.”

system, destroying the body’s ability committed almost 
to fight infection.

a year ago to 
promoting aids awareness world- 

So far, according to Kelly, wide. Indeed, YCPa’s slogan reflects
response to the programme has been this objective: “aids—a world-wide
very positive. The group was recog- effort will stop it.” 
ni zed almost immediately by the After several months of brain- 
University as an official organiza- storming, the idea for YCPA emerged,
tion on campus, he explains, and will It took a mere four months to start 
hopefully achieve club status in the the project rolling, Kelly says, and so 
Council of York Students Federa­
tion (cysf), in the future.

“The CYSF is quite excited that a

fund-raising dinner has been sche­
duled for October 7. As well, “the 
ycpa has initiated a national survey 
of Canadian university students, 
enquiring about how much students 
know about aids,” Kelly adds. 
“This will tell us if we are doing 
job.”
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versities have health-oriented phone 
lines or task forces,” he stresses,

All of ycpa’s consulting services 
... . .... are confidential and the only infor-

but not a centralized unit (like the mation callers are required to give
YCPA)' are age and gender. To reach the

aids hotline, call 736-2100, exten­
sion AIDS (2437), between 8:00-2:00 
a m., and 736-5288 after 2:00 a.m.; 
or visit the drop-in centre at 112 Cen­
tral Square. Additional information 

u/ . on aids and other sexually-
Week campaign, ycpa also plans to transmitted diseases is available 
air short videos before each Reel and 
Screen movie feature, and a major

far the organization has encountered 
few, if any, set-backs. Kelly feels that 
perhaps attitudes are changing 

committee to deal with AIDS on about the disease, as the urgency for 
campus is happening,” cysf presi­
dent Tammy Hasselfeldt said. “We 
will support the committee and do 
our best to provide AiDS-awareness 
during orientation. This will be 
good start for ongoing promotion 
during the year.”

Director of Student Affairs Cora 
Dusk is also supportive of the 
group’s efforts. “For a new organi­
zation, they have come a long way,” 
she said. “Ron and his group have 
gone way out to get current informa­
tion.” Dusk emphasized the impor-

ser-

new The ycpa currently operates with 
a staff of 10 volunteers but Kelly is 
hoping to expand this number to 50 
or more as the service gains 
recognition in the community. In 
addition to the group’s Orientation

more public awareness about the 
rapidly-spreading virus becomes 
apparent.

But while AiDS-awareness pro­
grammes do exist on other 
puses, Kelly feels that the ycpa is 
unique, in that it operates Canada’s 
first 24 hour aids line. “Other uni-

more

a cam-

from the Ministry of Health at 392- 
aids (2437).
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‘In addition to the phone service, 
ycpa is operating a drop-in centre, 
housed temporarily in the Peer Sup­
port Centre (room 112 Central 
Square). Aside from providing one- 
on-one counselling and information 
referral services, the Centre also 
shows explicit videos and distributes 
literature in several languages on the 
subject of aids and safe sex, in an 
attempt to reach as many people as 
possible to help stem fear and ignor­
ance about this and other sexually- 
transmitted diseases.

“We are here to help anyone, 
straight or gay, male or female," 
Kelly stresses. “We are not here to 
moralize, (or) tell people not to have 
sex. We just want people to be 
careful.”

ycpa has access to the most up-to- 
date statistics on aids, which change 
almost daily, Kelly adds. Currently it 
is estimated that some 50,000 Cana­
dians are carrying the aids virus, 
and 1,730 Canadians have been offi­
cially diagnosed as having the fatal 
disease, which attacks the immune

tance of a student effort to promote !■ 
AiDS-awareness, rather than an |H 
Administration-based endeavour.
“We are pleased that a student group 
is involved in this,” she explained. (K| 
“We feel the YCPA can really do a lot ^ 
for student groups by bringing aids 
out in the open. A campaign of 
awareness is extremely useful.”

YCPA presently receives funding '% 
from the Office of Student Affairs, * 
the Women’s Centre, and Calumet 
College at York, Kelly says, and it 
has also applied for operating grants 
from the Ontario Ministry of Health.
As well, the group is closely affiliated 
with such organizations as the aids 
Committee of Toronto (act), The 
World Health Organization (who), 
and both the City of North York and 
City of Toronto Boards of Health, 
among others. “Health and Welfare 
Canada (and) the Northwest Terri­
tories AIDS programme have been 
surprisingly helpful,” Kelly adds.

Kelly, the main force behind 
ycpa, is a second year student at 
York, he explains that he became

i

: Xli

\NX
i k . ■

\ J" Xs#-» " m

■
TNI

\IK

WORKING THE NIGHT SHIFT: Ron Kelly gives over-the-phone counselling about AIDS and other 
sexually-transmitted diseases. The 24-hour hotline service now operating at York is the first of its kind in 
Canada.

DR. DAVID EISEN
PHYSICIAN
665-6313

ATTENTION: PROFESSORSTEACHER’S
COOPERATIVE For your convenience Kinko’s Copies has accommodated 

York University with a full-time Campus Representative, 
Peter Lain. Peter will be responsible for all your academic 
materials for the following school year. He will be providing 
the following services at no cost:
• PICK UP/DELIVERY
• EXAMINE each piece of material carefully

• COPYRIGHT ASSISTANCE
• check for COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT
• clear COPYRIGHT with Publishers, if necessary
• paste up, enlarge or reduce, if necessary

• PROFESSIONAL QUALITY assurance
• SELL DIRECTLY to students: in store/classroom

• NO PAYMENTS required whatsoever from 
department

• absolutely NO MARKUP for this service to students
• MUCH MORE!

For further information please contact:

Peter Lain
Campus Representative 

416-663-0042
KINKO’S COPIES

65 Four Winds Drive, Downsview, Ontario M3J 1Z9

Our teachers are graduates or 
postgraduates with great 
practical experience.

University City Plaza 
75 Four Winds Drive, Suite 102

► 5 Minutes from Campus
► Physician Available Daily
► Evening and Saturday Hours
► Comprehensive Health Care 

-Stress/Tension Management 
-Counselling

► Weight Loss
► Birth Control

► Injections: Allergy, Immunization

For the sophisticated softwares 
of IBM PC and compatibles,
Call 621-7701 AHMAD

MATHEMATICAL, 
STATISTICAL PACKAGES 
teaching is supported by 
computer generated videotapes.
Call 661-5670 Gizella.

your

INTRODUCTION TO 
HARDWARE by highly 
experienced service technicians, 
Call 661-5670 Gizella.
She will contact you with the 
right person.
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