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Erin Brockovich
BY MARK EVANS company has not exactly been eco­

logically friendly and is trying to 
cover its tracks against a lawsuit.

One great thing about this 
movie is that it doesn’t always do 
what you'd expect, always a hall­
mark of a good film. As I mentioned 
above, we see lots of how Erin lives 
and why we should care about her 
character. We get to watch her home 
life disintegrate as she becomes 
more and more involved with the 
case. Her character also undergoes 
a transformation in the eyes of the 
audience as well, as we see that Erin 
is far from the person she seems at 
first glance.

a couple problems 
I had with the film 
that drag down my 
score a little. First, 
a favorite theme of 
mine, the ending. 
For some reason a 
lot of movies in the 
last year have had 
trouble coming up 
with a satisfactory 
ending and this one 
comes so close to a 
great ending. How­
ever, just when the 
movie is winding 
everything up it 
leaves one huge plot 
thread Happing in the 
breeze with no closure 
whatsoever.

Movie ideas, for some 
son, seem to travel in packs. There 
have been numerous cases in the 
recent past where one movie has 
come out and another of very simi­
lar plot has been close on its heels. 
A couple summers ago we had the 
duelling asteroid movies, Deep 
Impact & Armaggedon, we saw 
Antz & A Bug’s Life duke it out at 
the box office, and Volcano went 
up against Dante's Peak.

While Erin Brockovich is not 
exactly near the release date of last 
year’s A Civil Action, the two are 
more than a little similar. Both films 
concern the fight of the little guy 
against big business, both involve 
small-town America, both are based 
on true stories, and both are about 
tainted drinking water.

That said, Erin Brockovich is 
far and away the better movie of 
the two. For starters, Julia Roberts 
can act circles around John 
Travolta. Not exactly difficult, but 
it's still something. Erin’s story is 
just as important as the case she’s 
looking into and it gets a lot of 
screen time. With A Civil Action 
everything was pul on the 
backburncrexcept for the case, and 
the consequences of it were only 
mentioned in asides. Here it's
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a situation that looks like it’s going 
to become very ‘Hollywood’ with 
regards to sinister-looking individu­
als and big-guy/little-guy law cases. 
However, this goes in completely 
the opposite direction and it’s nice 
to see that break from the norm at

If you’ve already seen 
American Beauty it’s the best film 
in theatres right now. Three and a 
half stars. Oh, and I didn’t mention 
it, but this film is wicked funny to 
boot..

wanted to catch Princess Mononoke 
while it was in town but didn’t be­
cause it was only playing during 
winter break, it’ll be back at the 
Oxford theatre April 1 & 2 as part 
of their Film Series. Worth check­
ing out.

My other problem is ad­
mittedly more personal, in that 
this is still just another lawyer 
movie when all is said and done, 
even without courtroom scenes. 
The last really great legal movie 
that got made was A Few Good 
Men.
downplays this somewhat in 
favor of the domestic side of 
things — a good move, I might 
add — but it’s an inescapable part 
of the proceedings.

Bottom Line: Minor an­
noyances with the ending aside, 
Erin Brockovich is another fine 
movie from Steven Soderbergh. 
It’s not quite as entertaining as 
Out of Sight, but it’s darn close.

work.
Extra note: For anybody whoA lot of the reason that Erin 

Brockovich works stems from the 
great acting work. Julia Roberts 
does a great job with her part of Erin, 
easily making her into a character 
that is both sympathetic and worth 
rooting for. Her chemistry with 
Finney is spot on as well, the two 
have a great dynamic together and 
it’s fun watching their working re­
lationship grow and change over 
time.

Erin Brockovich
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placed front and centre with every­
thing else.

Erin (Roberts) is down on her 
luck as the movie begins, having 
just gotten turned down for another 
job. As she’s leaving, however, she 
ends up with even more troubles as 
her car is sideswiped by a Jaguar at

Again like most films, Erin 
Brockovich is not perfect. There are

AABS-ACRYUTK-DHJtIN-HDPB-iO'DEX-LEXA.N.M'LON-PETG^LIXlGLAS-PVC-STYR£NE-T£nX)N-imW.

PLASTICS April 2000!an intersection.
Determined to see justice 

done, Erin hires a lawyer named Ed 
Masry (Albert Finney) to sue the 
car owner. The jury finds for the 
defendant, however, since Erin 
does not present a very good pic­
ture of herself in court. The defense 
does its best to paint her as white 
trash, which she is to a certain ex­
tent. She responds with some harsh 
language that does little to endear 
her to anybody.

We see Erin’s family and the 
circumstances she has to live un­
der, and her need to support her kids 
sends her to Masry’s law offices to 
plead for a job. Once she finally 
gets employed she becomes entan­
gled in a complicated real estate 
deal between a power company and 
the houses that surround it. The
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FORMER CRASH CAFE LOCATIONCUT TO SIZE, FABRICATING, MACHINING, THERMOFORMING, 

VACUUM FORMING, REPAIRS & WELDING

GLOBAL PLASTICS SERVICES IFIVICKDUT I O N A LINTERNA
PH:482-4774 FAX:482-4775 
TOLL FREE:1-877-433-4568

CALL OR FAX FOR QUOTATIONS

WATCH FOR OUR GRAND OPENING, COMING SOON ! Yes, we play it ALL 
on CKDU... even 
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Actors
needed. Wilfully Countrary

Mondays, 1-3 pm 
Host- Antoni Wysocki

www.homework-guide.com/Ogilvie

toTime travel 
experience an asset.■ Ideal Southend 

location next to 
Point Pleasant Parle.

■ 1 & 2 bedroom plus 
one bedroom with 
den available.

u Heat, hot water & 
cable included.

m On-site parking.

m No security deposit 
required for Seniors.

Suewee!

Fridays, 10:30 am-12 noon 
Host: Rob Broughton

The Alexander Keith's Brewery is opening on June 8. Now's your 
chance to land the hottest acting gig of the summer. Be the first to 
lead guests through the experience of brewing Nomj Scotia’s most 
popular beer, as a character in Alexander Keith's original brewery 
and Brewery Inn, set in 1840. Even better, you get to work in 

Halifax, with cool and interesting people. If you have
ckdu *n$ m

4th floor, Oaihotme SU8 • 6IU Ikimnity *«•, Haiifu, US B3H 4j2 
Omet: 4444479; Silts: 494-IM, fac 494-1110 

Email: dtdufm@is2.dil.a ♦ USL* http://is2.dal xi/~dtàrfm
24-HOUR REQUEST UHEt 404-2487

downtown
experience as an interactive tour guide, have musical ability, or just 
love to act, we want to hear from you.There are both male and
female roles,with ages ranging from 20 to 40. Applicants must be of 
legal drinking age. Send resumes by no later than Monday. April 3 to 
Jennette White, Neptune T heatre School, 1593 Argyle St. Halifax.

B3J 2B2. (Fax 429-121 1: Phone 429-3750). And
help us bring the brewery to life this summer.

CKDU 97.$ FN... Oathousie’s campus and community radio station... 50 
watts of mammoth power... children's, ja*t, classical, industrial, punk alt 
pop. rap, rib, hip hop, alt rock, indie rock, heavy metal, electronic*, ska, 
reggae, funky, contemporary, experimental, folk, alt country, gospel. Celtic, 
world beat, Fagan. Christian, Arabic. Polish, Greek. Indian, Egyptian, 
Bhangra, French, Sri Lankan, Islamic. Eritrean, current affairs, the BBC 
news, community announcements, cool interviews, food issues and recipes, 
local issues, international issues, environmental issues, women issues

Call 471-3765 EX
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% A ü The oldest working brewery in
UNIVERSAL NO\A SCOTIA ]<r

•—Brewery^' North America.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

TM/MC KEITH'S BREWERY.
5651 Ogiivic Street. Halifax
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