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King Alfonso and Quecti Victoria of Spain. The birthi of a son
to this young royal pair bas created quite a stir in

the social world of Europe.

The Spanieh Heir
FRll).X will henccuforth bie consideredl a lucky day by
IF the people ol Spini, sinice it, marks the birth of

the Iîttie Princu o)f the Asturias wlioste advent was
so joyouslv celehrated frotu the I>yrvnees to the Mediter-
ranean. Ring 1î,dward was greatlv pleaýsed at the birtb
of the youifg prince who is his radupewand whose
Eniglisli strain will conduce to fredirrelations between
Creat Britai and the kingom of Alfonso. The terrible

ev ts wich xuarked the attempjtedtîsasiato at the
titre of 1Rling Alfonso's tilarrage aire forgotten in the
pub)lic jov over the licir to theu tbrone. The iiost lavish
enivironienult (if silken cîtrtaitts, lace robes and rose-
emibroidered cloaks is the lot of this royval baýby. Buit
thie best wisli for the week-old prince is; thtat lie mlay
corne to a ittiited kingdoin "to read bis hiistory in a nia-
tion's y S I Spain is slowly, ruco\veriiig fronti lier luth-
argyq anîd by- the tîmei the. voung pnilce rvaches manhood
it miay fie a leaidixt liw-

Perils of Imperittl Dining
A S CanadtIÏ.ins, ruad of turtle, pate dIo foie gras and
Abarons of bcwhich the colonial premiers are

conuînng.the Couservati\-e, chutckles and the
Reformer looks gra\v. Il Sir Wilfrid Lattirier sliould ne-
terri to Cattadao wîith chIronie dy>spepjsiao, ail the staotesi-
rnautsipl ini the wvorld wail lnot keepi bi.s wy utt
policy oi pessimiistui will lie ilitroducedLý( nexýt session1 and
the Opposition -will take, onl nhlfe.

Evenl in Eniglalnd thepuli is betuitiig apees
over the gastronioici situation. Mr. Spenicer Leigli
Hulghies inlAP voices the growing alariin as lie sayNs:-
'"Thlere is a general conssusv of oipinion thiat ouir frîends
the Coloial Pre ier re iniclined to cryi -lhold, enioughi!"
in regaLrd to thtead caniipaign of Iiunchinig anid dining
tbiroughri whicli tiey liave already, passed aind the Ifunther
engaLgemen!lts whichi still confront. therru. The sort of
dinnler w1hich th lihave: to face is no loe-_it is geunerally
a five hiours' ait ir, anid by ai refiniemenvt of rutyWC
afflict botli the bodyv and( thie mmid of the viutiiiis of ounr
liospitality. For a .guest oni ;tn occaision of thiis sort sits
down aotsevenl o'clouk to vaist quantities of food,
whivih lie kniows will aipset hiii, whIichi at tlie turnie lie can
feel iipsýettxnig lini, and lie kinws thiat someu tituie between
ten and elcven. o'cock lie -will lie called ilpon to imake a
speech. Ml tlie tiine lie is eating,, while lie is listening
to otlier speeches, wliex sonigs, senitimiental or coii, ajre
rendened to dhami or amuiise linii, thie uinlappy inan is
horribly and lidfeoursly coniscious of the ordeal before
himi. WVlo lias not seen a depressed gentlemnan on sudci
an occatsion fuirtiv-ely tnyittg to colislAit sonie notes hall

icealed beneatli a plate ?
"Tisýý is badl enouigli in tlie case oi anr ordiniary îndi-

vidua-l on an ordinary occasioni-but tinklý how nudli
liarder is the lot of a Colonial P'remlier. Let mne set

forth one or two of tire peculiar trils to wliich lie is
subjecterf just ulow. In the first place lie lias to endure
a couple of these feasts nearly everv day, and hie is
called on to speak on each occasion. lHe cannot keep 'on
sayîng the samne thing, because his hearers are to a great
extent the saie people over and over again. There is
something positively ghastly in the idea of the samne
people proposing the saine toast ten times a week for the
same victim. to reply toi and expecting that victim to
make brîglit and original and varied replies every time.
Nor should it be forgotten that the thoughtful Press
pays these distinguislied vîitors the rather cruel compli-
muent of reporting them. every timie. And in addition to
ail this it happens that there are genierally several of
the Premiers present, and so the speaking becomes'of the
nature of a competitive performance. These statesmen
are, of course, above mnere personal. jealousy, but they
are inspired by an honourable feeling of emulation, each
being anxious to do well for the sake of the portion of
the Empire whlchlihe represents. So that altoZether the-
mere mental strain put upon our visitors 'is con siclerable.

"And what about the strain put ou their digestions ?
There is something almost indecent in the mnanner in
which medical men and medical papers are discussing
these probletus of the interior, so to speak. One learned
authority has proclaimed that' each Colonial Premier
should confine himself to "1five ounces of dry (water-free)
proteid, three ounces of dry fat, and ifiteen ounces of
dry carbohydrates" per day. How Charles Lamb would
have scorned this teaching as a "vile cold-scrag-o'-mutton
sophisml' If we are going to restrict our distinguished
guests to dry proteid, dry fat, and dry carbohydrates-
and then inflict the additional misery of dry speeches-
would it not be well to leave thetu to enjoy a good
square meca] in privacy at their hotelsi This public an-
alysis of the probable condition of our visitors' insides is.
brutal."

Ideoatîfied
It is related of the late Gustave Dore that lie once

lost his passport whule on a tour in Switzerland. Ar-
riving at Lucerne, lie asked to bie allowed to speak to
the Mayor, to whorn he gave lis naine.

"Youi say that you are M. Gustav Dore," replied the
Mayor, "and I believe you; but," lie added, producinom a
pencil and a piece of papér, "'you cati easîly prove it."1
Dore looked round lim, and saw some peasants selling
potatoes in the ýstreet. With afew clever touches lie
produced the homely scenre, and, appendinz bis, naine to
the sketch, presented it, to the inayor.

"1Yolur passport is penfectly en regle," remarked the
official; "but you must allow me to keep it as a souve-
nir, and to, offer you ini retun one in the ordinary forin."1
The Creator of D)rumtochty.

Madrid.-Salonl of Ambassadors, where the littie prince vas
presented to the officlals. Note the royal chairs

turned ilion flot ln use.


