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N o country whose piano culture is backward has everachieved much in music. If the growth of music in
this country traces back to the reed organ--or the melodeon
-its highest development bas been mnarked ail the way along
by ineceasing accent on the teaching and playing of the piano.

The article below concernis mainly the remarkable status
of piano-making in Canada. But a record so almost startling
was neyer got by the same methods that have placed Canada
in the front rank for making seif-binders and steel rails. A
basic cause of the trernendous expansion and perfectibility
of piano-making in Canada was-the piano teacher. And
in this respect Canada bas corne to compare favourably witli
any country in the world.

The portraits, on this page are but a few of the many
eminent teacliers of piano in Canada. On other pages of
this issue may be found portraits of several men who, be-
sides specializing in piano, teach also choral, orchestral,
organ and theory. Those who are pictured lierewith are a
few of those who teach only the piano. It is welI Worth
noticing that of the eight chosen five are Canadian born.

Making Canadian Pianos
By D. C. NIXON

AFTER you have bought it, or at least paid the first in-
stalment, and the burly carter has got it in through
the front door, breaking a chandelier and a coin-

mandment, you look about for the most suitable place in the
drawing-room, sitting-room, living-room, parlour or what-
ever you wish to cail it. Perliaps you don't realize that one
hundred other pianos made in Canada are going into. one
hundred other homes at the very moment yours arrived.
Thirty thousand pianos are being made in Canada this year.
That means that at an average of four hundred dollars each
Canada spends twelve million dollars annually on pianos.
We pay out another haîf million for pipe organs. 0f reed
organs there will be six thousand made this year, of which
the bulk are exported, Quebec and the
~Maritime Provinces being thie chief
Canadian market for organs. We find
a market in Great Britain, South Africa,
Australia and New Zealand for our ex- À
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old English piano house contemplates manufacturing here.
We are making better pianos than we did in the earlier

days of this century, but despite the advanced price of
material and labour, one can buy a better instrument for
the saine money now than then. This is due to improved
methods of manufacture and keener competition.

It will be news to the little girl in pinafore and pigtails
that lier craving for the esthetic lias built up an industry in
the making of pianos and organs of whîcli fifteen million
dollars would not buy out the combined interests. Tliere
are thirty piano factories in Canada making from 200 up
to 3,200 pianos annually. Six of these factories also make
reedorgans, wlile there are two factories which make reed
organs alone. One piano and organ company also make pipe
organs in a large way.

A BOUT lialf the pianos made in Canada are f rom To-
I ronto factories, Since pianos were first nmade in To-

ronto tlie manufacturers have always been beliind any move-
ment for tlie betterment of musical conditions. Toronto's
Symphony Orchestra was given encouragement by the
guaranties of the piano manufacturera,. 0f the thirty thou-
sand pianos made this year in Canada Toronto will make
nearly fifty per cent., or in actual figures thirteen tliousand'
five hundred. The Province of Quebec will turn out forty-
eue hundred. The rest are aIl made in thirteen towns and
cities of Ontario-no pianos being made outside of Ontario
and Quebec. Close to five thousandl employees are engaged
in tlie manufacture and sale of pianos, reed and pi pe organs,
whicl imeans that twenty-five thousand people depend on
the making of tliese instruments for their livelihood. The
salary list totals three and a haîf millioni dollars annually.
It takes six mionths to manufacture a piano. Dividing the
numnber of emiployees, workmnen and salesmen into the numnber
cf pianos and reed organs we find that seven instruments
are allotted to each man, which lie înust take out of the
raw mnaterial, manufacture and seIl.

Twoû years must elapse from the cutting of a tree until
the wood is ready for the dry kiln, Two
weeks it "cooks" in the kilni, and then
it must go throughi a six mionths' jour-
ney fromn the saws to the finiishing room.
So that thirty mnonthis is the quickest
possible time that a geod piano can be
produced frcim forest to family.

Piano-making, like miany other indus-
tries;, lias developed into specialized de-
partments. There are no sucli men as
piano-mnakers, and not even is a piano
made wliolly under one roof. Two
sn)ecialized foundries in Guelph, On-
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