
PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE

nepo:t CS Co:1- colprchensive. [Sec the Provincial Statute, 34 Geo. 3, chap. 2, sec. 33, and the British Sta -
nlueI > ConinOr tutes, 6 Geo. 4, chap. 114, sec. 30, and the 7th and 8th Geo. 4, chap. 62, sec. 1.] Fron
Ilîe. Aamnbly. these Statutes it will be seen that an Executive Council is " the Council of the Province,"

:appointed for the aiffairs thereof," and nlot his Excellency's Coutncil, or appointed for par-
ticalar afairs, or any particular purpose. They are not, as lie says they are, appointed to
serve him, they arc the Couicil of the Jrovince, " appointed for the afairs of tle province."
The distinction of his Excellency between the Council serving him, and not the people, is
calculated to awakcn mucli conceri, and seriously impair that identity of interest and pur-
pue which (under the presumption of our enjoying the British Constitution) we always
supposed to exist between The King and the People. Indeed it has been a universal belief,
founîded, as your Coninittee believe, in unerring principles, that both the Privy Council at
ble and the Exceutive Council in this province are the servants of, or instruments fqr, the
dIipeil]ing of good goverinient. Aniy attempt to put up any conflicting interests betwenm
The~ ig and the People, by creating a belief that, in serving the Crown, they do not serve
Ihe counîtry, is erroneous in theory and mischievous in practice.

H-is Excellency repeatedly assertïz, that no Executive Council was created by the British
Act, :3 Geo. :3, c. 31, and says, " as regards even its existence, the mnost liberal construction
wich cai po.sibly be put upon the said Act, only amounts to this: that as an Executive
Cou ncil vas evidently intended to exist, the reninant of the old one ought not to be deemîîed
totally extinct until its successor was appointed."

Ii ipposition to this sweeping and positive declaration, the Comimittee nist renark,
tlit there nas no sucli thin as " an old Coiuneil" of this province; and though there
liad bee'n a Counnel created For the affairs of the old Province of Quebec by the l3rtish
Act, 141 Geo. 3, c. 83, this Connedl was called a Legislatice Council, and not an .Executive
Counici/; and votur Comiittee also decim it worthy of renark, that this Council is spoken
of iii the same terns in the said 34 Geo. 3, as is the Executive Council of this province
Ii the 31>t of the King, viz., " a Council for the Affairs of the Province of Quebec;" and,
molcireo er, the vcry first clause of 31 Geo. 8, c. 31, repealed so mcli of the previous Act
i ii in manmr related to the appointiient of that Legis/atice Council, or to the power
,givei to them ; not " a remunant" of that old Counîcl, therefore, existed; every Nestige
of it was auîiîîhilated, -and vour Commnîittee are quite perpleved to understand how the
Leeslative Council of Quebee, after its absolute and unconditional repeal, could survive, in
men a renimant (as hi Excellency says) till its successor was appointed. If this is good
easoninmg on the part of his Excellency, the Legislative Council of Quebec, had no suc-
'ewor been appoiited, would be now in operation; and, by similar logic, by rescinding the
:nstructiois, ]li Excellency might undertake to revive it. But the last clause of 31 Geo. 3,
c. 31, aflbrds a conclusive answer to aIl lus Excellency's assertions, that an Executive
Cuicîl vas lot 'rcated by that Act; for it provides, that during the interval between the
coiinniencement of that 8'tatute in the province, and the first meeting of the Provincial
Leeslature, the Lieutenant-Goerinor, I with the consent of the major part of such Execux-
tv Council as shal be appoinîted for the afairs of the province," niay make laws for the
2txernment thereuf in the bamre mianîner as the old Legislative Council for the Affiirs of
the Province of Quebec, could have niade ordinances and laws for that province. The
Couniiei thus authorized to assist in making laws, were an Executive Council not thien
appomted, but whiclh were to he appointed, ami vere to be appointed befbre the firt meeting
of the Provincial Parliament; amd were to be appointed, not for that particular purpose
('l1y, but "J;'r the affairs of fle province" generally. And yet, accordng to his E xcel-
leiic-y opinion, this Statute did not establish an Executive Counîcl at all; whlle, in his reply
to the late Council, he says, " to enable the Lieutenant-Governor to perforai the arduous
dultiei of his office, the conwtitution has wiscly provided hin vith an Executive Council,
competent to supply him with that local knowledge in which lie nay be deficient, and to
whomn lie may apply for counsel and advice."

'ie Comnnmittee, vithout hesitation, affiri, that this Act as nuch creates or requires
the appointmîent of an Executive Councl for the affairs of the province, as it creates or
lequ es the appointment of a Governîor, Licutenant-Goverior, or person to administer the
overlnment of this pro ince. lis Excellency, vhen lie is promulgating and defending the
niovel doctrine, that lie is sole mnister' as vell as representative of The King in this province,
,, ouUIl (10 well to contider uîpon vlat lav his on n authority rests before lie makes these rash
:".sertions. The official character and authority of a Lieutenant-Governor are no more
necc-sary under the Lonstittîuund Act, or crcated by it, tlhan is an Executve Council for
iihe affiairs of the provumc; and if' the representative of The Kiîng eau thus attenpt, by such
hold aslertions upon such slight grouids, to explain away ail important part of that law,
Slich îý the , greut charter of our hberties," fron which his Excellency iiiself, in one of
his appeals to the people, tells then, " they should never allow a single letter to be sub-
sti acted,' (your Conuttee append the Address and answer which thcy have received, duly
(ci'tified by hi pivate secretary, mîarkcd E.), your Comnuîttee can only hope that bis exanple
v. il have us little weight a hs arguments.

it wa in a very diffrmit spirit and with very different %ievs fron Sir Francis Bond
ihad, that Lieiteiant-Goveiioîr Sinicoe regarded this g'reat charter of our lîberties: that
,lent andA -od mnm, whose imemi'ory is eibamned iii ile affections and gratitude of the
peAple o this province, was a miiember of the British Parlianceit, when our Constitutiond
Act n aa pased nd lavinig served with ditinîguished lionour in the colonies durinzr tlhie

ir, n i hiad niot long beftore terîiniatcd, and haviig been acquainted with those biave
aid .Val p leople who ~er about to scek i ths pirovimce an asyluni unider British laws and


