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becen sued, and that the few good debts which it nay be possible for me to recover, by giving Co respondence
long delay, would have been consurned in costs, to the profit of the said John Robinson respeçting
1lamilton, esq., advocate, while the loss on my part would have been total. I calculate that Mr. Thompson,
this speculation, for it was nothing else, would have been worth some hundreds of pounds
to the said John Robinson lHamilton, esq., advocate, in fees, costs and disbursemrents; and
vould have certainly.led to the ruin of a number of inhabitants of the inferior district of
Gaspé, where money is very scarce. i have very considerable clainis against a number of
individuals in the said inferor district of Gaspé, having entered into large speculations thero
as a trader; unluckily for me these speculations have turned out badly. The said John
Robinson Hamilton, esq., advocate, the nephew of the said judge, practised as an advocate
in the said inferior district of Gaspé, in the year 183o, and, having been elected a inember
of Parlianient, hc left off practising in the provincial court: this is to ny personal know-
ledge. In the month of August, of the year 1834, lie again carne to settle in the said inferior
district ofGaspé, for the purpose of tbere following bis profession as an advocate and attorney
in the said provincial court. lie now resides at Nw Carlisle, in the county of Bonaventure)
in the district aforesaid. I know these last facts from a number of persons, who have
informed me of them.

Tuesday, 2 February 1836.

Joseph François Deblois, Esq., a Member of the Committee, being Interrogated,
answered:

I U AvE knovn the Hlonourable John Gawler Thopnjson, asjudge of the inferior district
of Gaspé, c er sinice his arrival at Paspebiac aforesaid, ii the spring of the year 1827, at
which time the said judge nrrived at Paspebiac afioresaid, as successor to the flonourable
Alexis Caron, provincial judge of the district aforesaid, who died in the winter of the year
1827. I w ent to the iniferior district of Gaspé towarids the end of Au gust, in the year 1826,
to practise in the said provincial court in my capacity of advocate and attorney. I have re-
sided there ever since, with the exception oftwo intervals, when my duties as representativo
of the county of Bonaventure called me to Quebec. The common belief and public report is,
that the said l-onouiable John Gawler Thompson is addicted to the immloderate use of intoxi-
cating tiqors to the present day. This opinion is but too truc; for, from the arrival of the
said judlge at Paspebiac aforesaid, in the ycar before merrtioned, until I left New Carlisle
aforesaid, in October last, to come to Quebec, the conduct cf the said judge was, to my per-
sonail knowledge, tiati of a drunkard. At the Carleton terni, in the month of July 1827,
1 frequently saw the said judge drunk on the bench while the court was sitting ; and I arm
able to sny, that at those sittîngs of the court at which I cannot affirn that he was drunk,
the said judge was certamuly incapable of perfbrming bis judicial duties ut such sittings, in
consequence of the effect of intoxicatingliquors. At the Percé termi, in August of the said
year, the said judge came there sone days p)reviously, for the purpose of holding the said
court. lie renamned there in a constant state of drunkenness until the first day of the terni
of the said court. About an hour before the opening of the sitting of the court ou the first
day of the said terni, I went to the said judge on business, in hopes of finding hln sober,
but I found him drunk. The first sitting of the court was opcned about la o'clock in the
morning, and the said judge was drunk upon the bench. Some causes were called on, and
the sittrug was closed after it had lasted about 15 minutes. On the second day of the said
term, the judge being still drunk, the sitting of the court was opened, and (as far as I can
recollect) closed augain i.mmediately without wnything being done. On the third day there
was no sitting of the court, in consequence of the drunken state of the said judge, who left
the cour t the sanie afternoon to return to Paspebiac, which is about 22 leagues distant frorm
Percé by sen. At Douglass Town term, in the saie year, said judge was almost constantly
druik before, during and after the sittings of the said court at tie said terni, I except
three or four sittings atuwhich the said judge, though not drunk while the court was sitting,
w as heyond all doubt incapable of deciding on, tie merits or demerits of the causes which
camne fromà time ta time before the said court, and this in consequence of the inroderate
use of intoxicating liquors. During the said year 1827, at the ternis of the court above-
mentioned, there were (that is, at the Carleton terni) a certain number of actions in which
soie judgments were given. At the said terni et Percé there was a great deal of business,
and notlhmrg wns donc. At the terni at Douglass Town there was likewise a great deal of
business, and a certain number of judgments were, rendered. Alnost the whole of these
causes werc exporte. I was only enployed in a few causes which were continued tili next
year. i except a few causes at the inferior terni of the said year. The said judge lied
gone the circuit alone. In September of the sanie year, at the superior and inferior ternis
of the said court held at New Carlisle, the intemperance of the said judge uas not iani-
fested in so public a marner. I saw him, however, several times drunk while the court was
sitting at the said terns; and a number of times in such a state as to faike me doubt
whetber he was capable of admiinistering justice to the Parties. I ought to stute that i saw
lim sober several times during the said ternis, both inferior and superior, held at New Car-
lisle; but lie was thcen unable even to sign his inme, and was obliged to retire for some
momentS during the sittings of the said- court, into a litle room whihli is called the judge's,
where be h iade use of à srxall bottle of spirituots liquor which he brought with him. f ny-
self saw him -drink once or twice during thé sed tiine, but I several HimeÀà w tihe littilebottle
empty after the sitting, the said juidge h'aving probably foigotten to take it away wfthhim.
There was much business at the ternis of the cotrt last meritioned. The inhabit«ints of the
inferior district of Gaspé doubtless sustained muchdiojurfii consequence 6f the drunkenness
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