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publie lands along the line of railway throughout its entire length*

in British Columbia not to, exceed, however, twenty miles on eal
,îý side of said line, as might be appropriated for the same purpose by

the Dominion '-overnm'nt fro' publie lands in- theNorth West

à't considération of. theTerritories and theProvin ce of Manitoba. In

land to be so conveyed in'aid of the construction of the said railway,
à the Dominion Goverlât agreed to pay to British Columbia from

the date of the. Union the sum of $1 00,00U per annum, ih half-yeàrly

J, payménts, in advance. T he Dominion Government also. guarânteed

the interest for -ten years from thé date of the completién of thé

work at the rate of five per cent. per annum. on such sum, not* ex-

ceeding £100,000 sterling, as irnight be required for the construction

of a firstelass gravin'g- ock.-at Esquimal-t. The -Indians were taken

uuder the care of the Fédéral Government. 'these terms took etrect

on the 20th of'July, 18î lè and on the 14th of Febru'a. onsti-,
tutioù A et was passed abolishing the, Il e

slati il and' substil

tuting in its stead a Législative to.be elected. once in four

years, and to consist n -five members'chosen by twelvé- elec-
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at condition in. the teirms of confédération' which was îe-

garded as the môst importàliit nd the one, the fulfillment of which
alone* could bind theý new Pro «'nce to the D'

'KI VIL ominion, "s, of courseý
the construction of 'a line of railway. from the Atlantic to the Pacifie

of suéh à railway had before this time suggested.océan. The value

itself to the minds of both, Impérial and Colonial à tal en, but the

mag *tudeuni o -the ect to the maj ority of an, absolute

demonstral of the impossibility of its accomplishment. - There
were f w as they, were termed, -who clunhow.ever.. a le 9
tenadiou to the -opinion. that in order to préserve to England lier

possessions on-the Pacifie -an interôceanic system of communication
would have to be built. When, the construction, of the road b-y

the ternis of union, agreed* upon, neither the Dè minîon,ýnor'Prô-'

vincial, authorities- had any. accurate knowledge of the difficulties

whichwouldhave'to'besurmounted, but-' 'itlaywiththeD"*

ion tu accept or reject, British Columbiawith -thé rail w*ay as a'neces-

sary. part oif the conditions of fédération,'. the Macdonald ministry
took -ýthe'chances --of being able, with -whàt -laid the Uld. .. Iôbtàinýy Co
from. the Home Government and, Englis pi .. OUt

iâh cal italists -to --carry
thýïprojeýt. Their ultimate success ils one of the mal ; of- the âge.


